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| Ends are anſwered, the Honour of God, the Credit of 1 


himſelf as becoming anſwerable j5r, or bound to ſupport ev 
Sentiment they contain. He thinks it ſufficient 10 au has. 
the Peruſal of them pave him a conjiderable Degree of Satisfac- 
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PREFACE by the EDITOR. 


HAT God is a Bring infiaitely wiſe, powerful, aud goods 


that be is the rightſul Sovereign of the Univerſe; that 
nothing comes to paſs but either through bis Agency cu the one 
Hond, or Permiſion on the other; that ail God's Works are 


. eurthy of bimfelj; and that in and by ail bis Name cuil be 


eventually gierificd; are Sentiments generally allo ved by Perſons 
projeffing Chrifhanity. That there are Difficulties attcnding theſe 
important Articles 1s readily granted; nor us this either 19 be 
ewondered at, or accounted a juft Ground of Objefticn. Yet J 
ſuppoſe none will aſſert, that abe are arrived at the full Extent 
of what may be known. True, it becomes us to be modeſt in 
var Enquiries into theſe important Affairs. Le! us not induige a 
tn Curigſity to pry into what is not reveair.l. Reverence 
ſhould reign in dur Boſums when wwe confider the je ſacred Mats 
ters. Indeed, perſett Satis/atizon is nat to be altatned in this 
J eſent State. We do not expect qully to underfiand the Character, 
or comprehend the Conduct of the great Jehowah cven to Eternity, 
much leſs in Time. But is this a Reaſon why ve ſbould be con- 
tent with preſent Attainments ® Becauſe ace bave not get Wings 
10 fly, all we fit flill and not walk he If more 
zs to be known, certainly it is worth purſuing. No Study fo noble; 
no Employ fo honourable ; no Source of Pleaſure ſo refined. 
That the SubjeAs bandled in the follouing Diſcourſes are both 
important and intereſting, all projefing Cbriſtianity muſt allow. 


Right Leas of the divine Charatier lie at the Buttom of all true” 


Keligion. Kight Dif} ofitions acco:npanying them, conflitute the 
Chriflian Charafter, Happy the Perſon whoſe Underflandin 
zs illuminated with the one, aud whoſe Heart is animated wil 
the other. A Defef ia the former ts the Source of innumerable 


Errors in Religion; a Want of the latter is an Evidence that 


ave are entire Strangers unto it. Whatever then has a 7 


to dcie Error, guard againfl Miſtakes, and more clearly ill 


traie Truth, is worthy cur Attention. In Proportion as theft 


Relig ion, 
and Comfort of the Chriftian are prometed. Theſe are the Ends 
aimed at in the ſullotuing Diſcourſes. 


The Editor, in re-publiſhing theſe Sermons, does mot conſider 


tion, and a Hope that the like Opportunity, under a diving 


Influence, might be uſeful to others, animated bim to take the 


Þrefent Step. To the Blefſing of Heaven, and the Confideration 
of thoſe into whoſe Hands they may fall, they are committed. 
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The PREFACE. 


61 Offence hath been taken at the Anſwer, the 
| Aſſembly of Divines have given to this Queſtion, 
What are the Decrees of God ? — Anſwer. The 
Decrees of God are his eternal Purpoſe, according 
to the Counſcl of his own Will, whereby for his 
own Glory he hath fore ordained whatſoever comes 
to pals. —— Often hath it been ſaid, ** If God fore- 
** ordained whatſoever comes to paſs, then he fore- 
** ordained Sin.” As though it were evidently the 
greateſt Abſurdity in Nature, to ſuppoſe, that God really 
th:ught it bet in the II hole, that Sin ever ſhould exift in 
the World be had made. And I ſupp:ſe, it is generally 
Her that it had been much better, i Sin 
and Miſery bad been for ever unknown; and lazked upon 
one of the- wnaccountable Things, that God ever 
ſuffered Affairs in bis World to take fach a Courſe as 
they haue. T do not imagine, Maakind would ever have 
thought of diſputing God's Right to lay out a univerſal 
Plan, had the Plan appeared to them 10iſe and good. We 
ao net diſpute our Superiors Right, in Time of War, to 
tay out a Plan of Operation for an enſuing Campaign, 
atheugh it is expected it will co many a precious Life, 
svhen on the I hole tue think the Plan is wiſe and good. 
But while Mankind take for granted, that the preſent 
aarverſal Plan is unwiſe and bad, all Thmgs going 
wrong, they can by no Means believe, that from eternal 
Les it was contrived by infinite IViſdom and Goodneſs ; 
but are under a Neceſſity to ſuppsſe, that Things baue 
taken a different Courſe from what God intended, and 


wen ; and that be is really diſappointed and grieved. — 
And doubileſs, if God is diſappointed and grieved, all the 
= dJubabitants of Heaven are very ſorry tos: So that the 
oj  Greef and Sorrow is univerſal in the World above. 47 
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it is univerſal there, it may well be univerſal bers. 
AY this Dimas Grief and Sorrow is lileꝶ a, 7 
be eternal, as the Wicked, according to Scripture, muſt 
be eternaily miſerable. And thus, it ſeems, Hell will be 
ful of the Greans of the Damned, for ever loft and un- 
done; and Heaven full of 1 and Graef, 
God and all holy Beings heartily forry that Things bave | 
come to ſuch an Iſſue. And where wiil be the Triumph 
and Foy? If Ged is diſappointed and grieved, and 
Angels and Saints in Heaven are gricved, and 
Sinners for ever loft, there ſeems te be nothing but 
in the whele Syſtem; not one Being perfectly ſuited, unleſs 
that very worfl of all Beings, who is cailed the Old Ser- 
pant, the Devil; who yet is the very one, that, abwoe alh, . 
was finally to be diſappuinted, according to the ancient 
ORACLE, The Seed of the Woman ſhall bruife 
the Serpent's Head. 

A chief Deſign of. the following Sermons is to rettiſy 
theſe er Fr | * a and ſcatter theſe gloomy Appre- 
henſions. Not by propoſing mere Conjettures, but by 

t, 


turning the Rrader to a certain Light, which ſhines in 
this dark an benighted World, the only ſure Guide we 
Pear Mortals have, and to which we do well to give 
Heed, (2 Pet. i. 19.) I mean, the Holy Scriptures ; 
but fer which, I think, we might have groped in total 
Darkneſs, as to this Particular, unable ever to have 


It was neceſſary, that the true Character of Jeſus 
Chriſt hu be determined, in Order to open the IV1ſdom 
of Gas univerſal Plan to View : This, therefore, is 
attempted in the firſt Sermon. And it was equally 
neceſſary, that the final Succeſs of Chriff's Undertakings 
Jhould be brought into View, 10 reftify ſome Miſtakes as 

to Matters of Fact; and this is att 


And the Reader may ſee the Method I have talen to give 


Light to the main Subject, by a careful Peruſal of the © 
_ Following Sermons, on the Widow! of God 2 he _ 
Fermiſſion of Sin. RY r:. 
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PREFACE 


Af te Sermons ore the rather publiſhed at this 


Log when the State of the Mori and of the Church 


2 — gloomy and dark, and flill darker 


1mes ar expected, as they are calculated to grvue 
hatin yy as — the Lord, and are diſpoſed to 
hearken #0 his holy Mord. Af firm by of the ＋ 
Cadbead of our Saviour, K <4 now fits at the 

the Univerſe, conducting all Things, and whoſe Love to 
his Church is as fervent as when be hung on the Croſs, — 


and a real:zing Senſe of the glorious Days approaching, 


when the Knowledge of the Lord ſhall fill the Earth, 
as the Waters do the Seaz—together with an Infieht 
onto the Nature and Wiſdom of God's univerſal Gouern- 
ment, may afford abundant Support, let the preſent Storm 
riſe ever fo bigh, and the Times grow ever ſo dark. 


Joſeph Bellamy. 


Bethlem, 21ſt March, 1758. 
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The Divinity of CHRIS r. 


PHILLIPIANS IE. 6, 7. 


bo being in the Form of God, thought it not Robbery 
to be equal with God But made himſelf of na Repu- 
| tation, and toot upon him the Form of a Servant, and 
was made in the Likeneſs of Man. 


By {4-4 ){ OWEVER clearly, any may imagine, the | 
| 7 | * chief Principles of natural Religion_may be at 
H found out by the mere Light of Nature, yet 
+ Ar all are agreed, that Matters of pure Revela- 
a tion are to be learned only from the Ho 
* SGcriptures: And our Sentiments, as to ſuch 
| Points, are to be formed entirely from theſe ſacred Wri- 
' tings. Nor is it doubted, but that we may ſafely believe, 
b wha: we find there plainly revealed, altho' the Things are 
not fully underſtood. There are many Things we know 
to be true, from Experience and Reaſon, in the natural 
and moral World, the Manner of which, we can by no 
Means underſtand. The Huſbandman knows his Grais 
and Corn grow, the P4:lo/opher knows his Soul and Body © 
are united, the Divine knows that God has exiſted from 
Eternity; but theſe Things, and a Thouſand more, as to 
the Manner of them, are beyond their Comprehenſion : 
| Yet their Certainty is not for this Reaſon at all called in 
. Queſtion. So, if ſome Things, plainly revealed in che 
| f Bible, are, as to the Manner of them, beyond our Reach, 
it can be no Objection againſt their Truth. —lf we cannot 
conceive, for Iuſtance, what there is in the divine Eſſence, 
L which may lay a juſt Foundation, for the one true God 
| (and we know there is but one) to ſpeak and act as th 


* 
— n * 


he were three diſtin& Perſons; yet if we find this is, in 
| Fact, the Caſe, from conſulting Sod's holy Word, We 
may as firmly believe it as tho? we could fully underſtand” 
f at. And if we cannot conceive how the divine Nature 
and the humau ſhould be united fo as to conſtitute but one 
3 Teens; 
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there is an End to all Doubt. For what God ſays may be 
2s firmly believed, as what our Eyes ſee. Nor is there any 
more Reaſon to doubt his Word, for Want of a full 
Underſtanding of the "Thing, chan to doubt our Eye · ſight 
on the ſame Account. —Let us now, then, quite willing 
to form our Scatiments from the Holy Scnptures, apply 
to theſe ſacred Writings, and enquire into the true Cha- 
racter of our Lord and Saviour jeſus Chriſt. And perhaps, 
the Words of our Text may ſerve, as a Clue, to lead us 
into the true Senſe of what we find written in the Old 
and New Teſtaments on this important Subject. 

« Who being in the Form of God.“ — But when ? 
Plainly, before he took upon him the Form of a Servant: 
Before he appeared in the Likeneſs of Man: i. e. before 
his Incarnation.—But where vant op M= of 

Chriſt Zefore his Appearance in Fleſh? Did he exiſt, 
1 antecedent to his Incarnation ? Yes, 
ſays our bleſſed Saviour, Before Abraham was, 1 am.” 

| obs viii. 58.—In the Writings of the Old Teſtament, no 
If | were the Accounts referred to by the Apoſtle: For 

} << they were they which teſtified of him,” as our Saviour 
1 obſerved to the angry Jews in John v. who were en at 
his ing to be equal with God,” Ver. 18. Search 
the Scri {faid he) to them I appeal to decide my 
true Character, for they are they which teſtify of me,” 
Ver. 39.—In thoſe ſacred Writings it was, that he appeared 


zung it no R to be equal with God.” All which 
divine Glory and Splendor he laid aſide, at the Time of 
bis Incarnation; and inftead of it, took on him ** the 
« Form of a Servant,“ and appeared in “ the Likeneſs 
% of Men.” Wherefore let us take a View of our bleſſed 
Saviour, as appearing, ſpeaking, and acting in this two- 
Fold Capacity. (1.) “ In the Form of God.” (2.) 
2 << In the Form of a Servant, and in the Likeneſs of Men; 
[ 1 that from the Whole we may learn his true Character. 


I. Let us view our bleſſed Saviour, when he appeared 


ing it no Robbery to be equal with God.” | 
And the frf Time he is brought into View, in the 
Aacred Wiitings, is in the fr f Chapter of 


Almighty 


. „ 


Perſon ; yet if we find, that, in Fact, this is the Caſe, * 


© In te Form of God:“ And ſpake and acted as think - 


| in © the Form of God,” and ſpake and aQed,' as think- 
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The Divinity of Cunts r. 


Almighty Creator of Heaven and Earth. In the Be- 
„ ojnning God created the Heaven and the Earth.” 
Gen. i. 1. For we are aſſured by one divinely inſpired, 
that this God, was the God, who was manifeſt in the 
« Fjeſh,” even the very ſame Being who . was made Fleſh 
« and dwelt among us.” For thus it is written, 1n 
the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Won b was Gov, the fame was in the 
„Beginning with God: ALL TuinGs WERE MADE BY 
« Him, and without him was not any Thing made that 
« was made.” John i. 1--3. For he created not only this 
Earth, and this {vlar Syſtem; but by Him were even . all 
« Things created, that are in Heaven, and that are in 
Earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be Thrones, or 
„D Dominions, or Principalines, or Powers, ALL Tuix ss 
« were created by Him.“ Col. i 16. So that, here, he ſtands 
forth as be CaeaTOR Or THE note Universt.,” 


And his ET EAN AL Power and Gop-HeaD arcclearly 
to be ſeen by the Things which he hath made.“ (Nom. 


z. 20.) He is the CxzaToR; and an higher Character 


than this the mo3T #1cH Gov never aſſumes to himſelf 
in the ſacred Writings. For this is the Siyle of ſupreme 
Deirr. 'Thus ſaith the Lord, that created the Heavens, 
« God himſelf that ormed the Earth and made it: I am 
the Lox », and there is none elſe.” Jai. xlv. 18. And 
in Heaven they worſhip the ſupreme God under this 
Character. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, 


* and Honour, and Power; for thou haſt created all 


«© Things, and for thy Pleaſure they are, and were 


- 66 created. Rev. iv. i .* 


And, as jeſus Chriſt appears in the Form of God“ 
in the % Chapter of Genefis, calling univerſal Nature 
out of nothing into Exiſtence ; ſo likewiſe dues he appear, 
* That Chriſt was not a mere Inſtrument which God uſed in the 
one oh Creation, as the Arians pretend, is plain from this, that 
| iptures not only teach, that Chriſt the very ſupreme 
God himſelf that created ol Things; (Pal cut 2 Bah. i. 20.) 
but alſo that no Inflrument 2vas vſed in that Work, It was wrought 


immediately by God bimſelf * as it is written, * God himſelf - 


* tormed the Earth and made it. (Tſai xlv. 18) (This, all 

was the ſupreme God: An4 this — was A Chriſt, as wi 
ſoon appear.) * He alone ſpread cut the Heavens." (Fob ix. 8.) 
Not by an Inſtrument, but 1 alone, (Tſai xliv. 24.) with 
Sk own Hands, (Iſai. xlv. 12.) deripture · Exp eſſi ons the Arias 
urge to the conuay, ſhall be explained preſently. | 
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The Divinity of cas n 
ast, and ſpeak, as thinking it no Robbery to be 
equal with God,” in 41 65 rand Diſpenſations of 
divine Providence, from the Calling of Abrabam, and 
forward, all the Jecuiſh Diſpenſation. 
| to the third Chaprer of Exodus, at the Beginning, 
and ſee, ** the Angel of the Lord appeared 
_ lame of Fire out of the Midit of a 
% Buſh,t and God caliced untc: him out of the Buſh, and 
a Lam od of thy Father, the God of Abra- 
cc 


Iſaac, aud the God of Jacob.” Now 
that thus ſpake to Moſes? It was 
who had appeared to Abraham, Iiaac. 


Ir 
jt 
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To Jacob, in particular, as 
going to Gen. xxviii. 12, 13. He 
a Ladder ſet upon the Earth, 
Top of it reached to Heaven: And the 


77 
4 
T 


2222 


aD this 
above it, and ſaid, I am 
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> my God,” —Ver. 2022. Aud 
-Aram the ſame God appeared to 
called the Angel of God. Gen. xxxi. 
1 of God ſpake to me in a Dream,“ 

a Ver. 


t © Not acreated Angel, but the Angel of the Covenant, Chriſt 
* jefus, who then and ever was God, and was to be Man, and to 
e fert into the World in our Fleſh as 2 Meſſenger ficm Gcd. 
_ © And theſe temporary Apporit:ons of his, were Preiages or Fore- 
< runners of his more ſolrmn Mifi-n and Coming, and therefore 
« he is fitly called an Angel. That this Angel was no Creature, 
„ plainly appears by the whole Context, and efpecially by his 


nge!s never ſpeak thet Language 


they had built Altars, and 
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Ver. 11. This was not a created Angel; for he faid, 
Ver. 13. I am the God of where thou 

« anointedſt the Pillar, 2nd vowed a Vow unto M.“ “ 
| And to this God he afterwards ait an Altar (Chap. 
, xxxv. 1.) and he calls upon rhis God, this Angel, to B 
the Lads (the two Sons of Joſeph) a little before his 
| Death. (Cap. xIviii. 15, 16.) — Now, who was this, 
| ſometimes called God, ſometimes the Angel of God? It 
ö was, it we may give Credit to his own Declaration,“ The 
; «© God ot Abraham (Chap. xxviii. 13.) and the God of 
nac.“ — And this was the God who now appeared 
| and ſpake to Motes in the Buſh, and who afterwards gave 
' the Law from Mount Sinai. And of him, even of this 
F very ſame God, Iyevid ſpeaks in the Ixviiith Pjalm, I 
| Ver. 7. &c. ** O God, when thou wenteit forth before ö 
« thy People, when thou didſt march thro' the Wilder - ; 
| « wes; the Earth ſhook, the Heavens alſo dropped at 
| „ the Preſence of the Lord: Even Sinai u:felf was moved 
ö 
: 


_— 


« at the Preſence of God, the God of Iſrael. Fer. 17.— 
„The Chariots of God are twenty Thouſand, even 
++ Thouſands of Angels; the Lord is among them, as 
© in Sinai, in the holy Place. Fer. 18. Thou haft 
«© aſcended on high, thou haſt led Captivity captive, 
thou haſt received Gifts for Men,” &c.——And now., 
- 2 


cop the Father is never ealed the Angel of Cod: But the Ce. 
| of Bethel is catied the Angel of God: Therefore the God of Bethel us 

| wot Grd the Fatber. i he God of Bethel is the fame who is called 

: the Angel of the Covenant in Mal. iii. 1. Bat that Angel of the 
C:monant is Chriſt, as 18 plain from Mark i. 2. Therefore od 
Bethel was Chriſt — The Gd of Berbel was the God who ap 
i to Abraham Cen. xii. 1-57 to aac (Ger: xxvi 24, 25 ) to Jacob 
* — xXvi:i. 13 and xxxI. 13.) to Moſes (ns in. 2--6.) on 
1 ount Sin i (Xx:d xx. 2) and is uſually cali:d4 the Cad and N 
. ef Iſrael, thro* the O14 Teſtament: But the Cod of Bethel was 
1 ' Cbrif{; Therefore Jeſus Chriſt was the Cad and King of Tſracl.—If 
re, 

his 

Ke 

Tp - 


2 . 2 22 c 


Jeſus Chri was the God and King of Iſrael, then may St. Paul be 
| z3itified in repreſenting him as the Creator «f the Univerſe, Cal. i. 26. 
And in applying to him, in his Epiſtles, what was evidently ſpoken 
| of the God ann King of Tjrael, in the ſacred Wiitines of the 014 
RF | Testament. Compare P/al. 1:v:ii. 18. with Epb. iv. 8. And Pjal. 
. c. 28. with Heb i. 10. c. &c. &c.— And our bleſſed Saviour may 
be juntified in laying dcwn his Lite, rather wan to give up his 9 
Clam — And there was mnie Truth in the Title ſet up over his | 
Head when cn the Croſs f Fejus of Nazareth the Ki or Tus 2 
Jaws) than his Crucifiers were aware ot: For had they Znown, they -  Þ 
aul nit laue crucificd the Los D oF GTL v. * * 
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and there an inſpired Apoſtle tells us, that it was Jeſus 
Chriſt, Ver. 8. It was He ©«* who aſcended up on high, 
«and led Captivity captive.” 

So that it was Jeu Chrift, who appeared to Abraham, 
Iſaac and Jacob, Flakes in the burning Buſh, aud on 
Mount Sinai. And he appeared in the Form of God,” 
and ſpake in the Language of ſupreme Deity, as thinking 
It “no Robbery to be equal with God,” ſaying, «* Iam 
« the God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God 
of Jacob. 1 am the Lord thy God which brought thee 
« out of the Land of Egypt, and out of the Houle of 
« Bondage. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before me.” 
Exod. xx.— And 4 — rr this— 
to ſet up thus for ſupreme enjoin that none 
> rt err Pro) voy > 


And this God, who thus brought Iſrael out of Egypt, 
and gave the Law from Mount Sinai, even he was the 
* King of the Jews,” their civil Chief, For their Go- 
vernment was a Theocracy, and God was their Kix c, as 
King George is King of Great Britain. And therefore 
when in the Days of Samuel, they deſired to have a _ 
from among themſelves, like the Reſt of the Nations, 


mid, (1 Sox. viii. 7.) They have rejected Ma, that [ 


v ſhould not xerGH over them.“ (See alſo 1 Sam. x. 18, 
19.) This was in their Hearts; for they were weary of 
's Government, and did not like to be in a State of 
ſuch entire Dependance on him, but wanted a King of 
their own.” However God did not give up his Govern- 
ment over them, nor grant them a King, in the Senſe 
on 1 but * 112 and conſtituted one * 
his Vicegerent, to is Deputy, to govern for and 
under him, therefore called tbe Lord" Jn:anicd, God him - 
ſelf ſtill their King. Now, it was at Mount Sinai God 
became their King, and they covenanted and promiſed to 
be his loyal and obedient Subjecis. Exed. xix. 3--8. — 
But that Cad was Jeſus Chrift, as has been before proved. 
Therefore Jus Chrift was the Kine of the Jews, and 
they were his peculiar People. Aud to this St. Jokn 
evidently alludes in theſe Wards, Fobr i. 11. He came 
% to his own,” his own People aud Nation, over whom 
be had * He came uno his own, and his own 
«« xeccived him not.“ Vea, lock up, and view * 


I 4 _ 1 2 


5 WW Gw | Wis &f CY 1 Gy, a, &y O 


. 
1 
1 
4 
« : 
1 
1 
2 


- k 2 - ; 
I - * $3 ar aff a 
SD. - GN . 3 


o ˙ OT OO 0 0 


N 
; 
| 


* 


the Croſs, and read the Superſcription put over him, 
that will declare who he is, jesus or NAZAR&ETY THE 


Kind, or THE Jews. (See Jobs xii. 45. Zech. in. 


And as their God was their King, their civil Chief; fo 
it was ſuitable he ſhould have a Palace built him, that he 
might dwell among them. And accordingly; by bis Ap- 
pointment, the Tabernacle was built in the Wilderne 

And there he dwelt, in the Holy of Holies, as their God 
and King, giving out Lavs and Orders from above the 


Mercy-Seat. In Allufion to which, St. John, ſpeaking of 


the ſame God, ſays, The Word was made Fleſh, and 
% tabernacled among us,” (for ſo it is in the Original.) 
Jobn i. 14. And this God, who thus dwelt in their Ta- 
bernacle, and whom they tempted and tried forty Years 
in the Wilderneſs, St. Paul teflifies was Jeſus Chrift. 


1 Cor. x. 9. Neither let us tempt Chriſt, as ſome of 


them alſo tempted, and were deliroyed of Serpents.” 
(See alſo Jai. Ixiii. 9. compared with £xod. xxiii. 20. 
and xxxiii. 14.) 1 

Afterwards, in the Days of Solomon, a Temple was 


built, exceeding grand and glorious ; however, not equal. - 


to his infinite Greatneſs: For the Heaven, and the 


Heaven of Heavens could not contain him.” (u Kings 
viii. 27.) But yet in this Temple he condeſcended to wake: * 


up his Abode, in the Cloud of Glory which filled the 


„ Houſe.” (2 Chroz. v. 14.) And there he dwelt as 


God and King of the Jerus. -In Remembrance of which, 
and conſcious to his own Dignity, our Saviour, in the 
Days of his Fleſh, was filled with Indignation to fee the 


Temple, once his holy Dwelling-Place, turned into an 


Houle of Merchandize, and he drove out the People. 
And being queſtioned for this his Conduct, he anſwered, 
«© Deſtroy this Temple (ſpeaking of his Body) and in 
„three Days 1 will raiſe it up. John ii. 19. As if he 
had ſaĩd, I am the God who once dwelt in your Temple, 

Solomon, in his Prayer at the Dedication of the Temple, ſpeak- 


ing to the God and King of Iſrael, faid, © For thou, even thow 
_ © oxLy knoweſt the Hearts of all the Children ci en. 4 Kings 


that I ans Hex, which ſearcheth the Reins and Heart few Moi 


J. e. that I am that very Beiug, formerly known by the Name of 3 


of 1 
Churches b . _ 
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know, that 1 am He,” ſays our bleſſedd Saviour, - 


it, ee you will no in thee Days! vl 
| Dead ; and thereby give you full 


= the 
©« Proof who I be, and by what Authority 1 do thee 
cc 


To Abraham he ſometimes appeared as a Mar. (Gen. 
iii. 1, 2.) To Moſes, in a Flame of Fire in the Buſh. 
To all the Hoſt of Iſrael. in a Pillar of Claud by Day and 
898 Night, from the Time they went out of Egypt 
till they came to Mount Sinai. On the Mount He took 
| up his Abede — and his Ap- 
was as devouring Fire. Exod. xxiv. 17. After 
the Tabernacle was built, that became the Place cf tis 
| Reſidence; aud in a Pillar Claud by Day and of Fire 


by Night, he led the Ifraclites through all the Wilderneſs, 


till be had brought them into the holy Land; and the 


Tabernacle was tet up at Shiloh; (Foþ. xviii. 1.) and 


there he dwelt till the Days of Eli; (1 Sam. iii.) when, 
for the Wickedneſs of the Children of Iſracl, He forfook 
Shiloh : (1 Sam. iv. Fſal. Ixxviii. 60.) as be atterwerds 
did the 'Temple of Solomon. (Yer. vii. 14.) And after 
the Bach laniſh Capiivity this Tcken of the divine Preſence 
_ was never more ſeen. Bat the pious Jews were aſſuted by 
the laft Propbet under that Diſpepſation, after the build- 
ing of the ſecond Temple, that their God and King would 
return 10 their Temple again. Mal. iii. 1. © I be Loa v 


„hom ye feck,” lorging for his Preſeoce as in former 


Days, ſhall ſuddenly come to His Lemple, where he 
uſed to duell ; «« even the Meſſenger [or Angel] of the 
Covenant. re his 
« own received him not.“ (Job i. 11.) For his ancient 
Glory wzs laid afide, and he appeared in the Form of a 
Servant, and in the Likeneſs of Men. Wherefore they 


put him to Death for claiming to be the Son of God 


4 and he Jews;”” not knowing that be was the 
Loup oe; r. 1 Cor. ii. 8. See Hag. ii. 7, 9. 

But if we want any further Evidence, that Jeſus Chriſt 
ons jnbed the very Gov end Kixe of Nearl, tet us turn 


to the vith Chapter of Jaiab, where we ſhall find the 


2 in a Viſion, ſecing the Loan ſutting apon a 


* "Throne high and lifted up,” as fole Monarch of the 
 Univerie, and worſhipped by the heavenly Hoſts as ſu- 
 Sreme God, — Holy, Holy, Lord God of 


.. 
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The Divinity of CunisT. 15 


« Hoſts, the whole Earth is full of thy Glory. An 
thea turn to the xii th Chapter of Jobs, 41ſt Verſe, aud 
we ſhall find, that this God was Jesus CurisT. © Theſe 


Things,“ [viz. the Things contained in Z/ai. vi. 9. 10. 
« {aid Elaias, when he ſaw his Glory, and ſpake 


him.” 


And if we would fee the ſame Thing confirmed over _ 


again, let us read the xlvth Chapter of 1/aiab 1 
where we have the sur REH God, the God of Tjrach, fay- 
ing, Verſe 5. ** 1 am the Lord, and there is none elle, 
„ there is no God beſides me - Ver. 6. There is none 
« beũdes me: 1 am the Lord, and there is none elſe. 


„ Ver. 11. Thus faich the Lond, the Hear One of 


„% Iſrael.— Ver. 12. 1 have made the Earth, and created 
«« Man upon it; I, even my Hands, have firetched out 
©: the Heavens, Ver. 18. Thus ſaith the Lord, that 
«< created the Heavens; God Himſelf, that formed the 
« Earth and made it; I am the Lord, and there is none 
« elſe.— Ver. 21. There is no God elſe belides me. 
% Ver. 22. Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the Ends 
« of the Earth: For I am God, and there is none elſe. 
— And if after all this God-like Language, this was 
Teſus Chrift, St. Paul might well ſay, „ Who being in 


the Form of God, thought it no Robbery to be equal. 
with God ;”” (nor can we have a plainer Comment on 
his Words, nor can we be at a Loſs for their true Mean- 


ing) for he could not have appeared more as SUPREME 
Gov, nor poſſibly — more deciſive Language than 


Hay, Haly, Holy, three Times. This Viſien was a Viſion of 
one God in tluee Perſons. Ot God the Farber, Rom. xi. 8. Of Gel 
the Son, Jeba xii. 41. Of God the Holy Ghoſt, Acts xxviii as The 
THREE, who aid, Let us make Man in ovs Image, Gen. i. 26. 
Whoſe Name was pronounced rbree Times in the Ol Teftamert. 


Bieficg. Num. vi. 24, 25, 26 As the three Perſons are di inst 
mentioned iu the New Tctament Baptiſm, Matr. xxviii. 19. And 
in the New Teſtament Bliſſing, 2 Cor. xiii. 14---- And it is obſerved 
by an ancient Ferviſh Writer, that in fevera! Texts in the Hebrevo 


Bille, God is cailed by three Names, His Words are as follow 2 


Ahaus it is ſaid, {Zxod xx. v.) I am the Lord thy God, a 


« God. [Jznovan, Eton, Ex, are the Words — Thee | 
anſwering to the Three by which the World was made. And thus 
_ << the Children of Cad, and the Children ot Reuben far (74. zii. 


.) Et, ELonin, lanovan: Ex, ELouix, 


EHOVAR, 
«© kngweth. And why are theſe 


Thus far the Author of Midrafo Tillim, 
n F the Meſſiah, Fart iii, Page 806 


twice? Becauſe by them 
the World was made, and becavſe by them the Law was given.” - 


a . 4 
See Bp. Kidder's Demonkra- 'Y 
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and accordingly are applied to him. 


16 The Divinity of Canisr. 


this. And yet nothing can be plainer than that St. Poul 
underſtood the Gop ſpeaking through the whole Chapter, 
to be %s Chrift, For thoſe concluding Words in the 
234 Verte, I have ſworn by myſelf, —that unto me 


every Knee ſhall bow, and every Tongue ſhall ſwear,”? 


be twice expreſsly applies to Je/us Chrifft. Once in 
Rom. xiv. 10, 11. It is written. Every Knee ſhall bow 
to me.” And again in PBI. ii. 10, 11. At the 
« Name of jeſus every Knee ſhall bow.“ | | 
Yea, the n/pired Writers of the Nez Tefiamen! ſeem 
conſtantly to conſider the Ged and King of 1/racl, who in 
the Beginning created the Heavens and the Earth, as the 
very lame Being, who aficrwards dwelt in Fleth, and 
was called 7% Chrift, from the Liberty they take w 
apply to Jeſus Chriff, in their Writings, what was ſo 
evidently ſpoken of the God and King of Iſrael, in the 
facred Writings of the Old Teſtament. To mention 
but two Inftances more: In all the 150 Plus, there are 
none, which ſeem more plainly io ſpeak of the sUrneME 
God than the 97th and 102d. And yet both thele are 
conſidered in the Ne Teſtament as ſpeaking of Crit, 


begins with, The Lord reigneth, let the Earth rejoice :*? 
And an i»/pired Writer conſiders it as a Repreſentation of 
the glorious Reign of the Metab. For ſay: be (Heb. i. ö.) 
When he bringeth the firſt-begotten into the World, 
« he faith, And let all the Angels of God worſt1p him :” 


referring to the 7th Vie of the g7th Halm, Worſhip 


„ him, all ye Gods.” ——And in the 102d P/2l, 
ſpeaking of the sUPpREME God, the Pjalmift avs, 
(Ver. 25, 26, 27.) Of old haft thou laid the Foundation 
„of the Earth, and the Heavens are the Work of thy 
" Hands. They ſhall periſh, but thou ſhalt endure : 
« Yea, all of them ihull wax old like a Garment, as a 

* Vellure 


* The Go that ſpeaks in this Chapter, is—The God obo crear-d 


tbe Univerſe, Ver 18. The God, who was known by the Nane 


the God cf Ifiae',”” er, 3 that is, the God who brought 
Tjrazl out of Egypt, and led him through the Wildernefs.--- Ard the 
ed who delivered the It us cut of the Babylaniſp Captivity, Ver 13. 
rand he afficms over and over, I am the Lord, and there is nor e 
„ elſe; there is nn: befides me, there is none befides me. Ot 
this very ſame Cod we read liai, xl. 3. applied to Chritt, Matt. iii. 


. ---And Iſai. bi. 7. applied to Chriſt, Rom, x 15.---Ar:d Iſai. xt. 
39, 13. applicd to Chriſt, John x. 14.--- And Iſai xti. 4 and xliv. 6 
and A will. 12. applicd to Chriſt, Rev. i. 47. and xxii. 13. . 
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nkETU was really The KIR G or THE Jews.—S0 certain 


The Divinity Cuntsr. | 


« Veſture ſhalt thou change them, and they ſhall be 
« changed: But thou art the ſame, and thy Years hall 
« have no End.” —Which is expreſsly applied to Jeu 
Cbriſ in Heb. i. 10, 11, 12.“ : 
Wherefore, from what has been ſaid, it is natural to 
obſer ve. | | 
1. That the Gop and Kix of Iſrael we read of in 
the Old Teftament, is the very ſame Being who afterwards 
became incarnate, and is called by the Name of Jesvs 
Cur1sT in the New Teftament;f i. e. Jesus OF NaZza- 


as the Writers of the New Teſtament were divinely inſpired, 
ſo certainly may this be depended upon. Therefore, 

2. It is beyond vs to imagine any Evidences of the 
Divinity of Chriſt, which could poſſibly have been given, 
more clear and firiking than thoſe which have been al- 
ready given.—In the Beginning he created the Heaven 
and the Earth, even all Things were created by him and 


for kim. Aud he was the God of Miraben, the Gai of 


1/aac, and the God of Jacob; whom they worſhipped, 
and to whom they built Altars. He appeared to Mofes in 
B 3 the 


There are comparatively but few Paſſages in the O'd Teſtament, 
in which we may be certain, that it is God the Father who ſpeaks, 
or is ſpoken of. There are but few Paſſages which could not have 
been applied ro Chriit, with as much apparent Juſtice, as rhoſe 
atready applied to him by the inſpired Writers ot the New Teſta. 
ment. If Chriſt was not the God and King ot Iſrael, how can they 
be juſtified in what they have done? but if he was, the Confe- 
quence is plain. | 

1 © But what Difference is there then between God the Father 
« and God the Son?“ -I anſwer, They are one Ged, the ſame in 
Subftance, equal in Power and Glory. John x. 30. 1 and my 
Father are one.” Compared with John xiv. 7, 8, 9, 10.---And 

when we are baptiſed “ in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt,” (Mart. zxviii. 19 ) and obferve 
how in the Goſpe)- Diſpenſation the Farber ſuſtains the Dignity, aud 
ſtands for the Rights of the Godhead, (Rom. iii. 25.) the Son be- 
comes incarnate and is ſet forth to he a Propitiation for Sin, and 
the Haly Spirit inlightens and ſanGifies Sinnes: I ſay, when we 
obſerve theie Reprefem ations in the ſacred Records, it becomes 
evident. that Farber, Son, and Holy Cheſt, although they are but ce 
God. (1 John v. 7 ) plainly act as though they were three diftin.# 
Perſons --- And it our Reaſon cannot find out bow they are three, 
and yet but ene; and if God has not thought it needtu! to infirvt 


us in this Point; yer fo far as is revealed, ſo far we may believe; 


and that with a Faith ſufficiently diſtinct to lay a Foundation er 
Practice. The Believer may now, through the Mediation of the 


Son, have Acceſs the Aifiitance Spiri #tber, 
Eph. i. 18. elo, by ol the Spirit, to the F 


a8 9% Divinity of Cartier. 
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the burning Buſh as the Supreme God, and ſpake the 
Language of Su Deity from Mount Sinai. In the 
Tabernacle aud Temple he dwelt in the Form of Ged, 
and always ſpake as thinking it no Robbery to be equal 
i Sn. To Tjaiab he appeared as the Monarch of the 
- Univerſe, and was worſhipped by the heavenly Holts as 
- fuch. And often he repeats it, 1 am the Lord, and 
e there is none elle, and beſide me there is no God.” 
And therefore /wears by himſelf, there being no greater to 
_ fear by (Heb. vi. 13.) that every Knee ſhall brw te him, 
[lad he been truly and indeed by Nature sUPREME 
Gor, what could be have done, or what could he have 
ſaid, to have it made more manifeſt ? 
3. If after all, he was not by Nature God, but a Being 
infinitely inferior; not the Cx EHATOR, but a Creature; the 
Jewiſh Diipenſation, which was profeſſedly deſigned to 
eſtabliſh the Worſhip of the off TRUE Cob, in Oppo- 


fition to all others, was really calculated to eftabliſh Idol- 


atry, {for aught I can fee) and that for ever. For he ap- 
| Pcared in the Form of God, and was taken to be ſupteme 
God, and cnatted it as the firſt and chief of all his Laws, 
that no God ſhould be worſhipped but himſelf. So that 
to deny his Divinity, is to ſay, chat the God of the He- 
brews was an Impoſler, and to declare Abraham, T/aac, 
Jacob, Moſes, and all their Prophets, to be deluded Idol- 
aters: For him they all believed to be ſupreme God, and 
him they worſhipped as ſuch. 7 
4. But on the other Hand, granting the Old and New 
Teftaments to be divinely inſpired, we may behold the 
manifold Wiidom of God in laying out his grand Plan as 
| he has done. To God all his Works were known long 
before the Foundation of the World. And among other 
Things, the Int at aation, and the Death of Chriſt as a 
proptuntory Sacrifice for Sia, were full in the divine View, 
—Now what Methods ſhould be taken to render Man- 
kind, and the whole intellectual Syſtem, ſenüble of the 
infinite Dignity of him who dicd on the Croſs ?—<* Go,” 
ſays the eternal Fa rung to his Sox, Go, firſt create 
„ the World for which thou art to die, and the whole 
* Syſtem over which thou art to reign, that how deep 
* ſoever thine Abaſement may be, thinc eternal Power 


% and God-hcad may be to be clcarly ſeen by the Things 


thou halt made, Go, ↄppear to Abrabam, T/aac, and 
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« Jacob, in the Form of God, and ſpeak to Moſes, and 
«« on Mount Sinai, as plainly thinking it to be no Rob- 
«« bery to be equal with God, and dwell in their Taber- 

« nacle and Temple, and reign as God and King among 


„ them; that wher in the Fulneſs of Time thou ſhake 


«« appear in the Form of a Servant and in the Likeneſs of 
« a Man, and bleed and die on the Crols, thy true 


* Chara Aer may itill be known. That when I come to 


«« perform this greateſt of all my Works, to give my 
« only begotton Son to die for the World, it may 
« be underſtood by frail Mortals, what it is 1 have 
4 done.“ | 

God foreſaw, his appearing in the Form of a Servant, 
and in the Likeneſs of Men, would, unleſs there was ſome 
Method taken to hinder it, induce Mankind to think him 
but a mere Man; and fo prevent their ſeeing into the ſub- 
lime Nature and Glory of the Chriſtian Diſpen ſation. In 
his infinite Wiſdom, therefore, he appointed him ſuch 
Works to do, previous to his Incarnation, as might effec- 
tually determine his true Charadter.— At firſt, his Dil- 
ciples 


That the Sox was employed by the Fa run as his Agent to 
create the Univerſe, ſeems to be implied in that Manner of ſpeaking 
in Eph. iii. 9. Who created all Things by Jeſus Chriſt;“ and in 
Heb. i 2. ** By whom he made the Worlds. And that his creati 
the World manifeſts him to be poticfſed of x TzanaL Tow 
CGop-tzad, is plain from Rom. i. 20.--- And that the Work of 
Creaticn and his other Works recorded in the Old Teſtament, we'e 
celigned to aſcertain his true Charatter, as being by Nature Gop, 
in the View of frail Mortals, notwith ing the Greatneſs of his 
intended Abaſement, is evident from the inſpired Writings of the 
New eſtament; as they abundantly improve them to this Pur- 
p?7e ---Other Kinds of Beings God has employed in his Dealings 
with a fallen World, viz. Angels and Men. And proper Care has 
a'weys bzen taken to afcerta'n their true Character, as mere Cr 
in the ſacred Writings. So Miſes appears but a mere Man, whatever 
high Titles he had ſometimes given lim. And ihe Angel employed 
by Chriit, to communicate to St. Jon the wand rful and glorious 
Vu ns and Herslations he had in the ifle of Parmos, appears to be 
but a mere Creature, (Rev. Xx:1 9) and he made Ccnfſcien:e of in- 
$orm:i:g St. John in his true Character. But Chriit appears in the 
Form oi God, and ſpeaks and acts as thinking himiclt ſupreme Gd, 
through a long Pcricd af three or four Thoutand Years. And grant- 
ing him to be really ſuch, there could not have been a better Method 
to determine hs trne Character to our View, and prevent our en- 
tertaining tco low 1 houghts of him, on Account cf his a ing 
ia the Form of a Servant, and in the Likeneſs of a Man, now 
we cannot give Credit to his Words, when hefays, «1 andamy Fa- 
« ther are one;“ yet fure'y we may to his Works, while we view 
5 the Creator of the Univerſe, and as the Cop and King of 

4 5. : | | 


4 Done 


* 


20 The Divinity of CanisT. 
_ Ciples themſelves hardly believed him to be ſupreme Gop. 


or that he was to die, to make Attonement for the Sins of 


the World: For their Eyes were not yet opened to under- 
ſtand the Scriptures of the Old Teſtamen!, in which, both 
theſe Points were ſet in the ſtrongeſt Light. The very 
Night before He ſuffered, it is plain, his Diſciples had 
but a feeble Senſe of his ſupreme God-bhead. He had 
before ſaid, that he and his Father were one; ¶ Jobn 
x. 30.) but they did not fully underſtand him. He now 
ſays, ** If ye had known me, ye ſhould have known my 
Father alio; and from henceforth ye know him and 
„ have ſeen him. Job xiv. 7.) But they hardly knew 
what he meant. Therefore Philip, being one of them, 
ſays, Lord, ſhew us the Fare a, and it ſufficcth us. 
«« (Ver. 8.) Jeſus faith unto him, Have I been fo long 
„% With you, and yet haſt thou not known me, Philip? 
«*£ He that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father: And how 
% ſayeſt thou, ſhew us the Father? (Ver. 10.) Believeſt 
% thou not, that I am in the Father, aud the Father in 
„ me.” But when a'terwards their Eyes were opened io 
underſtand the Scriptures of the Old 'Feſtament, and in 
all thoſe ſacred Pages to behold him in the Form of God, 
| ing and acting as ſupreme Deity, now their Faith 
was fully confirmed. Indeed, in the Days of his Abaſe- 
ment, while his Divinity was ſo much concealed, his 
divine Glory at Times ſhone into their Hearts, and they 
„ beheld his Glory, [for Inſtance on the Mount, Matt. 
% xvil. ] as the Glory of the only begotten Son of God.“ 
(Fobn i. 14.) And ſometimes under a divine Inftuence 
cried out, Thou art the Son of the living God.“ 
(Marr. xvi. 46.) But in general their Senſe of hi: Divinity 
was but feeble ; ſo that after his Death they even doubted 
his being the true Meſfab. (Mark xvi. 14.) They knew 
not what to make of Things. (Lake xxiv.) But after the 
Days of Pentereft, When the holy Spirit, who infpired the 
Writings of the Old Teſtament, was ſo plentifully poured 
out upon them, they never appear to doubt again; but as 
in their Writings, ſo no doubt in their Preachings, they 
take the utmoſt Liberty to apply Paſſages in the Old 
Teſtament, evidently ſpoken of the ſupreme God, the 
Creator of the Univerſe, the King ot Iſrael, to Jeſus 


Þ 


Chrilt; and without Scraple call him, + Immanuel. 


A 


and ſpeak and act as thinking it no Robbery 
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« (God, the true God, God manifeſt in the Fleſh, yea, 
« od over all bleſſed for ever. 

It is written in /i. ix. 6. His Name ſhall be called 
Woxptzrrut. And indeed, of all Things that ever 
happened in the whole intelligent Syſtem, this is the moſt 
aſtoniſhing, that the eTeRNAaL GoD, who created the - 
"Univerſe, ſhould become incarnate and die on the Croſs. 
That the Babe in the Manger was the mighty God, the 
„ everlaſting Father, the Creator of the Ends of the 
« Earth!” He looked like another Child; He grew in 
Stature like another Child ; and when grown, he appeared 
in Faſhion as a Man: His anciept Glory all laid afide: 
To Appearance, a Man of Sorrow, deſpiſed, condemned, 
hated, ridiculed, the Laughing Stock of many in Town 


and Countty, and thoſe the moſt rich and honourable > 


At laſt, crucified as a Malefator. And was this the 
ETERNAL JEHOVAHn!---THE GOD OF THE WHOLE Uni- 
vVeRsE !---this mean Man!---this cruciked Criminal!--- 
Well might his Name be called Wo DE Aru. O be 


manilold Wiſdom of God, in appointing his Sox, pre- 


vious to his Incarnation, io appear in the Form of God, 
to be 8s · 
ru GO, through a Period of three or four Thouſand 
Years, as pr:paratory and introductory to this aſtoniſhing, 


Abaſement; that there might be ſufficient external Rvi- 


dence, with Certainty, to determine his true Character, 
when zppcaring in Circumſtances fo infinitely below has 
1eal Dignity But it is Time to proceed, as was propoſed, 

IT. To take a View of our bleſſed Saviour in the 


Form of a Servant, in the Likeneſs of Men.“ 


As Man, He hed an human Body, which, from the 


Smallneſs of an Infant, grew up into the Statute of a 


Man. -And an bauman Soul, in all Reſpects like our's, 
din only excepted. ¶ Heb. ii. 16, 17.) As Man, God = 


+ And if his Diſciples had ſo little Senſe of his true Character, as 
ſupreme God, is it in the jcaſt credible, that the Man ſpoken of in 


Matt. xx. 16 Who called him gerd Mater, had fo moch as one 


Thought of his ſupreme G-dhead? tar from it, no doubt. It 
does not apptar that he thought him to be the Meffiah. But cur + 
Saviour knew what he h:mfelf was, and pitied the Man, and ſaid, 
Why catleſt thou me good? there is nene good, but one God. 


* As if he had ſaid, « You call me Cd: Do you know who I be, or 


** what you ſay? there is none Good, but God; do you think I am 
„ God?” Words well contrived to put him on a larther Euquiry - 
into our Saviou's true Character. | 
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his Fatker; even as he is the Father of the whole Creation 
in general, and as he is the Father of all good Men in 
particular; and in a ſlill more eminent Senſe. And God 
was his God. As he fail, I aſcend to my Father and 
your Father, tomy God and your God. (Jobs xx. 17.) 
As Man, le was depend: nt on God, and prayed to him, 
and praiſed him. As Ma, he hid no Ability to work 
Miracles; but, the Father, faith he, that dwelleth in 


he loved the young Man in the Goſpel for his humane 
Diſpoſition and reſpectful Behaviour---he groaned at his 
rend Laxarufs Grave---he wept over Feru/alem---and 
was'in an Agony an prayed in the Garden---and cried 
on the Croſs, My God, my God, why halt thou for- 
E faken me! 

A Mar, He grew in Knowledge and Wiſdom, and in 
Favour with God and Man, (Lale ii. 52 ) and yet was 
at an infinite Remove from ab/olute Omniſcience : Ven, he 
did not ſo much as know when the Day of Judgment 


® By the Faru is ſometimes meant the frf Perſon in the 
Trinity, as in Matt xxviii. 19. 1 Job v. 7. But at other Times, 
is plainly meant the DIT, withovt Reference to any Diſti | 
of Pefens, as in Jabs iv. 23, 24 1 Jobn ii. 15, &c. 

OzJec. * But if Jeſus Chrin was God and Man, in one Perſon, 
how could that one Perſon ſay, that he knew not the Day of Judge- 
ment ? for if he did not know, 2s Man, yet he did, 2s he was God.“ 
_ Axs$w. It was uſual for our Saviour to ſpeak after this Manner. 
Febn x. 15. lay down my Liſe fer the Sheep.“ Now how could 
that one Perfon ſay, I lay down my Life?” Was the flivne 
Nature to die? and yet was not that Nature, Himfeif? Certainly it 


„% have Power to take it again.“ Certainly the human Nature had 
not Pc wer to raiſe itielf from the Dead.---So F bn viii 58. * Before 
% Abraham was, Jam.“ But how could that be truc ? tor, as Man, 
he was ſhort of 50 Years o!d.---So again, Jobn iii. 13. Even the 
Son of Man, which is in Heaven. Certainly the human Nature 


. Gent with Truth, be might ſay, that tte San of Man is in Heaven, 
a tho' the human Nature never was the'e; he might as wel! ſay, 
the Sen knowerh not, altho' the divine Nature did know.-- The Manner 


lead us, tends to ſer the verv Truth in a ſtriking Light, v.2. that 
' he was very God, and very Man.--- And agretabic he eto we may 
obſerve, that the ſame Perſon that ſays, not the Son, but the Father 
in Mart xiii. 32. ſays alſo, I and my Father are one. Fobn or > 
And, be that bath ſeen me, bath ſeen the Father, FJobn W 


would be. (Mart xiii. 32.) The Derry, who was the 
Farnga“ of the Man Chriſt Jeſus, how intimately 


was. For he adds, Ver. 18. „1 have Pcwer to lay it down, and 1 


of Chrift was not cen, nor ever had been in Heaven. And if. cone 


of ſpeaking, when honeſtly attended to, iaſtead oi tend ing to miſe _ 


„ me, he doth the Works.” (Jol xiv. 10.)---As Man, 1 
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. fays (Mark xiii. 32.) Not the Son, but the Father 


| in the ſame Diſcourſe (Mark xiii 19.) he f 
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ſoever united to him, had never imparted to him the Know. 
of this Thing. The Union was ſuch, as that he 
might juſtly be ramed Immanuel (Matt. i. 23.) yet the 
Natures remained diftin#., And the b Nature was 


not conſcious to the Ideas of the Divine, only as they 


were imparted, This was the Caſe when he dwelt on 
Earth, notwithſtanding his nal Union to the ſecond 
Perſon in the Trinity; and it is fill the Caſe now he is in 
Heaven, notwithſtanding his Exaltation and Glory: He 
knows not the Secrets of the Divinity any farther than 
they are communicated to him. Therefore we have that 
Expreſſion in Rew. i. 3. “The Revelation of Jcſus Chriſt, 
„ which God gave unto him.” And doubtlels, it is 
ſimply impoſſible, that any Creature ſhould be conſcious 
to the Ideas of the DrvixiTy, as a Man is conſcious to 
the Thoughts of his own Heart, by immediate Intuition. 
But he was not only a Man, but al/o took on higg— = 
The Form of a Servant. And as fuch, He received 
all his Power and Authority from his Farber, as he con- 
flantly declares, and all his Infiruftions. For he came 
not of himſelf, nor to do bis own Will, nor to ſeek bis 
own Glory; but his Father ſent him; and be ſpake and 
afied altogeiher as bis Serwant. And as ſuch, his 
oy Father was greater than he.” Matt. xxviii. 18. Jobe 
vii. 16, 17, 18. and xii. 49, 50. and xiv. 28. 3 
And 

Father that davelleth in me, be doeth the Works, (Ver. 10.)— N. B. In 


this laut Text, he d:ttingviching between his human and divine 
Natures, calls his divine Nature the Fatber. Therefore, when he 


only, the Senſe is 
plan. — Nor is it any ObjeQion againit this, that Chriſt ſpeaks 
of the Fa her as diſtinct from himſelt in both theſe Inſtances. For 
peaks of Cad the Creator 


| as one diſtin trom himiclf. Yet himſelf was the God that created 
| 2 However, himſelf was a Creature too. See alſo 


obn vi. 42. 


All the Power and Authority, by which the M:diator acts, in 


+ 
the Whole of his Mediatorial Work, is derived from the Father. . He 


acts wholly as his Father's Vicegerent, and by his Commiſſion. 
« He can do nothing of himſelf.” Jabs v. 19. He gives Gifts to 


. x 


(Jabs xiv. 16, v. 26.) Subdoes all Enemies, (Rev. Aix. 11--21. 
1 Cor, xv. 2%) Raiſes the Dead, {Fobn v. 21, 25, 26.) And judges 


; the World, (Fer. 27.) wholly by his derived Authority. And 
bath pleaſed the Father, that all Fulneſs ſhould dwell in Men.“ 


Col. i. 29.--- And theſe Texts here referred to, inſtead of proving, 
that he is not by Nature God, (as the Arian: oppoſe) do only prove, 
that he, who was in the Form of God, and thought it not 
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And a principal Command he had received of his Father, 
was to ** lay down his Life for his Sheep.“ (Jobn x. 15-18.) 
And ſuch was his Regard to his Father's Honour, and to 
the Salvation of Sinners, that he was obedient. even to 
the Death of the Croſs, Wherefore his Father loved him, 
and in Teſtimony of his Love, highly exalted him, and, 


as Mediator, ſet him at the of the Univerſe, and 
made him Heir of all Things, (for, as God, he was, by 
an underived Right, Lord of all Things before, I/. vi. 1.) 


and gave him a Name above every Name, that to the 


Name of Jeſus every K nee ſhould bow, and every Tongue 


confeſs, that Jeſus is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father. 


Nothing being more to the Glory "of God the Father, 
than fo highly to exalt a Servant, who had ſhewn ſo great 
| ard to his Honour, and to the Honour of his Law 
Government and ſacred Authority ;—and nothing 
being more to the Glory of God the Father, than that 
the whole Univerſe ſhould bow to the Name of his great 
Vicegerent, exalted to fit at his own right Hand, as a 
Reward of his Fidelity to his Father, while acting in the 
Form of a Servant. 

Among all the Servants of God, none ever did fo much 
to the Glory of God, nor ever ſhewed ſuch a Love to 
Righteouſneſs and hatred of Iniquity, as he, and none 
＋ received fo great a Reward, He was anointed | 
* with Oil of Gladneſs above his Fellows.” (Heb. i.g.) 
| * his — whether Angels or bien, | 


n oo ·ůô 


ie ed eue * took on him ä 

---All mere Creatures are (like thoſe born in a State of Servitude) 
God's Servants from their very firſt Exiſtence. But he origins iy 
_ was not God's Servant. He was at his own Diſpoſal, arid became 
a Servant hy a voluntary Act. He rok on him the Form of a 


Servant. It is no Cendeſcenſiom for the moſt exalted Angel in 


Heaven to be Gcd's Servant; but it was infinite Condeſcerfion ſor 
Gn nes God to become a Servant to his Father. 


» None will think, that it would be to the Honour of the 
Gol, to give too 


high a Seat and too much Honour to any of his 
Servants. But 


inks this was too much Honour to be paid © 


7 


mere Creature: For it is the very Honour, which the ſupreme ' 


God “ ſwears ſhall be paid to himſeli.” (Iſa xiv.23.) And it is 6 


2 Maxim with the ſupremE God, “ Not to give his Glcry to 


another.” (I/. xlii. 8. and xIviii. 11.) But that Saying of our 
30. removes the D'fficulty at once, 


bl: fed Saviour in Jabs x. 
«« 1 and my Father are one.” So now we may © honour the Son 


* even as we honour the Father.” (Fobn v. 23.) oo * 


would have it. It is to ® the Glory of God the 
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and however faithſul to him that 


% Father's right Hand, 


Authority, to deflroy 
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appointed them : None 
ever were, or ever will be exalted to fo great Glory. 
For he fits at the Head of the Univerſe, even at the 
above all Principality, and 
% Power, and Might, and Dominion.” (Eph. i. 20, 21.) 
And here, as his Father's Vicegerent, God-Man-Mediator- 
King, He is to reign till all his Enemies are put under 
his Feet, till the final Judgment is over, and all the 
Affairs of an World are ſettled. And then he 
will, in Teſtimony that he has acted all as his Father's 
Servant, reſign this delegated Authority: And Cd Hall 
be all in all. As his Father's Servant, He received this 
the Works of the Devil, to bring 
Good out of all the Evil Sin had introduced, and put an 
End to all the Diſorder and Confuſion in the intellectual 
Syſtem, conſequent on the A of Angels and Men: 
And having finiſhed his Work, he reſigns the Kin 
to the Father, the firſt Perſon in the ever-blefſed Trinity, 
to whom, as ſuch, the Government of the World properly 
belongs, and he ſhall take the Kingdom, and reign over 
the Univerſe for ever and ever. And Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 
as Mediator, ſhall be ſubject to him, as is ſuitable, chat 


the Godhead only may be exalted, and as it really is, fo. 


it may appear to be, all in all.—For while the Father 
reigns, the whole Godhead reigns in him. So that, while 
the Son, as Mediator, reſigns the Kingdom to him; yet, 
as Gor, He reigns in Him, and for ever will. But his 
mediatorial Government he reſigns, (even that delegated 
Authority, whereby, as his Father's Servant, he had ruled 
the Univerſe, in the Capacity of God-Maz-Mediator- King; ) 
having finiſhed the Work which he was impowered and 

authorized to do.* 
As Goa-Man-Mediator, in two diſtin Natures, yet 
but one Perſon, He was his Father's Servant. As ſuch, 
C he 


One. © But it is wiitten, that Chriſt ** ſhall reign over che 
©* Houſe of Jacob for ever.“ Luke i. 33. „ His Kingdom is an 
„ everlaſting Kingdom.” Dan. viii. 275. © His Throne is for ever 
and ever.” Heb. i. 8. And * he ſhall reign for ever and ever.” 


Rev. Xi. 15." 
_Answ. Cuais r, at preſent, as Mediator, reigns over the zob2/: 
All Beings, the Father only excepted, are under his 


Univerſe. 
Authority. 1 Cor. xv. 259. But when he has finiſhed the Werk, 


for which he is inveſted with this univ:rſal Autbority, he wil! reſign 
Unis ant verſal Commiſſion, and the Father take the Government of the 


niverſe. 
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he became obedient unto the Death : Therefore the Church 
is ſaid to be redeemed <vith the Blood of God. Ads xx. 28. 
And Cod is ſaid to have laid down his Life fur us. 1 Jahn 
iii. 16. And, as ſuch, he aſcended to Heaven and led 
Captivity captive ; and therefore St. Paul applies what is 
ſpoken of God in P/alm Ixvin. 18. to Him, in Eph. iv. 8. 
And, as ſuch, He was exalted to the higheſt Glory in 
Heaven, and every Knee ordered to bow to him; and ſo 
what is ſpoken of God in 7/aiah xlv. 23. is applied to 
him, in Phil. ii. 10.---For he was Gov as well as Man, 
God-Man, one Perſon; and as God's Servant, in the 
great Work of Redemption, he was obedient unto Death, 
and as God's Servant was rewarded with this high Ex- 
altation, — 

Thus ſtands the Character of Jeſus Chriſt in the ſacred 
Writings of the Old and New T gf aments; all which can- 
not be beiter ſummed up than in the Words of the Apeſle, 
who ſcems to have had all theſe Things in his View.— 


„ bery to be equal with God; but made himſelf of no 
„ Reputation, and took upon him the Form of a Servant, 
% and was made in the Likeneſs of Men: And being 
found in Faſhion as a Man, he humbled himſelf, — 
became obedient unto Death, even the Death of the 
_ «« Croſs. Wherefore God hath alſo highly exalted him, 
«« and given him a Name which is above every Name: 
«« "That at the Name of jeſus every Knee ſhould bow, of 
* "Things in Heaven, and Things in Earth, and Things 
„under the Earth; and that every Tongue ſhould confeſs, 
„ that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God the 
« Father;” in whoſe Name he adminiſters his mediatorial 
Ki: gdom, and to whoſe Honour he proſeſſedly refers it. 
And thus we have, as was propoſed, taken a View of 
Jeſus Chriitz u, as being in be Form of God, and 
- ſpeaking 
Univerſe. However, he will, as Mediator, fill © reign over the 
+ Houſe of Jacob [his redeemed ones] for ever. It is needful 
now, that Angels ſhould be under him, to be his mini ſtring $ = 3 
and that he ſhe uld have full Authority over Earth and Hell, fo 
Good and Saiety cf his Church: But then the Mediator will need 
the Angels no longer for miniſtring Spirits, to miniſter to the Heirs 
cf Salvation, who will be all ſafe in Heaven. Nor will he have any 
Thing more to do with wicked Men and Devils. As for the 
Wicked, their Day ot Grace will be cver; and neither they, nor 
the Devils, can do any more Miſchief. Having ſhut them up in 
Hell, he will give up the Keys to his Father. 


„Who being in the Form of God, thought it not Rob- * 
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ſpeaking and acting as thinking it no Robbery to be eu. 


a God: And then, as having taken upon him the Form 


of @ Servant, appearing in the Likeneſs of Meu. And 
LE ſeen the Method infnite Wiſdom took to aſcertain his 
true Character, that the Greatneſs of his Abaſement 
might not miſlead frail Mortals, nor raiſe one ſuſpicious 
Thought of the infinite Dignity of his Perſon, as our 
GREAT IMMANUEL. And now therefore, 

1. What an infinite Condeſcenũon was it in the eternal 
God, the Creator of the Univerſe, who had gy” in 
the Form of God, and ſpake and acted as thinking it no 
Robbery to be equal with God, through a iong Period of 
three or four Thouſand Years, to lay afide all his Glory, 
and from being worſhipped as ſupreme God, to become of 
no Reputation, and even take upon lim the Form of a 
Servant and the Likeneſs of Men! Well might St. Paul 


urge this Example, as a powerful Inducement, on all the 


Diſciples of Chriſt, to be full of Love and Condeſcenſion 

towards one another. Ii. ii. 1-5. — But, | 
= 2. How ingrateful, yea how impious would it be in us, 
to take Occahion from his appeating in the Form of a 
Servant, and in the Likeneſs of Men, which was for our 
Sales, to take Occaſion (I ſay) from this, to call his 


Divixirr into Queition. Eipecially, now ſince we are 


ſo plainly inform , by the Holy Ghoſt, who inſpired the 
Writers of the Kew Teſtament, that he is the very ſame 
God who in the Beginning created the Heavens and the 
Earth, and appeared to Abraham, 1/z::c, and Jacob, to 
Maſes and Iſaiab, and who was believed to be the fupreme 
God, and worthipped as ſuch by all the Parriarchs and 
Prophets :=Orly becauſe he has laid aſide his God - like 
Form, and taken the Form of a Servant; and inſtead of 
ſpeaking like a God from Mount Sinai, appears and 
| | C2: | ſpeaics 

* But how dces his Argument loſe all its Force, as the Arians 
interpret and unicritand the Apoſtle's Words - Who being mn 
the Form of God, by being his Miniſter and Reprefentative, 
did not proudly and vainly aſſume to be equal with God, &c. 
{thus Chubb ) For what Condeicenfion was ii, for a mere Creature, 
as they lay he was, not te aſpire after ſupreme Godbead? Can a 
mere Creatuſe be locked upon as very condeſcending, becauſe be 1s 


not as proud as Satan himſelf? And can we ſuppoſe the infpired 


Apottle wovid argue thus, Ver. 8. Let this Mind be in you, 
«+ which was alſo in Jeſus Chriſt,” “ who being but a mere 
«+ Creature, was fo very condeſcending, as not to pretend to be 
z. equal with God.” -.- And yet this mult be his Argument, as they 
inte! pret his Words, | | 
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ſpeaks like a Man ;—that we ſhould immediately doubt 
his Divinity, and look upon him as a mere Man, when 
all this Abaſement was for our Sakes! How muſt 
E look upon it! How muſt Hz reſent it! 
Juſt thus did the wwicked Jews, (yet we are more to 
blame than — 1 becauſe we have more Light, and better 
Advantages to form a right Judgment of his true Character) 
I fay, juſt thus did the wicked Fervs, when they charged 
Him with Blaſphemy, for ſaying, I and my Father 
«« are one.” ** Thou” (ſay they) “ being a Man, 
„ makeſt thyſelf God.” Here was his Crime, and here 
was their Proof. (John x. 33.) He had, upon a like 
Occaſion, ſome Time ago, referred them to the Scriptures 
of the Old Teſtament in general, to decide his true 
Character; (John v. 18, 39.) but to little Purpoſe. He 
now therefore only refers 2 to a particular Paſiage in 
the Ixxxiid Pſalm, the 6th Verſe, ſaying, „ls it nt 
«« written in yogr Law, I ſaid, Ye are Gods? And if he 
called them Gods,” &c. i. e. If the Types, which 
„were Shadows, were called Gods; the Antitype, which 
* js the Subſtance, muſt be real God. If they had the 
«+ Name, He muit have the Thing. For 1he Scripture 
„ cannot, in any Particular, be broken. Not only all the 
«« Prophecies, but alſo all the i ypes of the Meſſiah, muſt 
„be verified in him. You have no©caſon, therefore, 
to charge the Meſſiah with Blaſphemy, for cluiming to 
mn be the Son of Gud.* And indecd notwithſtanding the 
. | « Meanncls 


t is worthy our Attention, that, in the ſacred Writings of the 
Old Teſtament, the chief Rulers in Iſrael are called Gods, (Ex d. 
Xi. 6. and xxi'. 28) and Cbilaren fie mos THIGH, (Pſal, 'xxx11 6.) 
Which doubtleſe was, becauſe they were defigned to be 7 ypes of 
Chriſt, who was by Nature Gad, and the very Son of God. 
For, a: has been betore obſerved, God himſelf was the King cf 
the jews. As it is written, “ I he Lord your G. d was your Kn. 
1 Sam. xii. 12. And this God was Jeſus Chriſt, as has been before 
proved. - Ihen he appeared in the Form of Ged. -- And that there 
might be a Shadow ot the State he was atterwards to he in, when in 
the Ferm of a Serwant, acting as his Father's Delegate, he conflitured 
the Jewith Rulers to be his Delegates then, He anwnt:d and 
authorized them (1 Sam. x. 1. and xvi. 12, 13.) as he was to be 
_ anvinted by his Father, and ſanfified and ſent into the World, ard to 

receive all his Authority from him. -i hey were called the Lord's 
Anointed, the Lord's 17:fſiab, (as it is in the Original) as that was 
the Name by which he was to be known. He was to be cailed the 
Chriſt, i. e. the Ancinted, the Mefſiabz tor all are the fame N ant, 


and mean the ſame Thing. Jahn i. 41.---And they were diretted , | 
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. Meannefs of my Appearance in your Eyes, while you 


„ behold me in the Likeneſs of Men, yet my Works, 
„ which you alſo fee, evidence my Divinity. If you 
cannot give Credit to my Words, yet ſurely you may 
« to the Works wrought by me; which evidently are not 
„the Works of à mere Man. And they are a ſufficient 
«« Proof that the Father is in me, and I in him, i. e. that 
« aud my Father are one.” (John x. 34-33.) So ſpake 
the incarnate God, who of old dwelt in their Tabernacle, 
from whence the Word of Gd uſed to come forth to their 
chief Rulers, when they came to enquire of 15e Lord. 
Then He was their God, and Ki Nc, and OrxacLE. 
Now all his Glory is laid afide. He is of no Reputation. 
5 8 Nor 
from Time to Time by the Ford of the Led, which came to them 


when went to enquire ©! tle . (2 Sam. xiv. 28, 19, and 
* XXX. 7, 8. 2 Sam. ii. 1.) And as Gods they fat ann 


_ the Throne of the Lord, and reigned over the Kingdom of the Lord. 


(1 Chron, xu. 23. 2 Chron. xiii. 8) 

In all which, they were Types of the Mefſiab, who, in the Fulneſs 
of Time, was to become incarnate, to be anoumed, ſanttificd, and ſent 
into the World, to act in all Things according to his Father's 
Commandment, as his Father's Delegate, and as ſuch to be exalted 
to fit on bis Threne in Heaven, at the Head of the Creation, to govern 
the Church and the World --- And theſe Types were named Gods, 
and called the Children of the Me High; as the great Antitype was 
the Son of God, and ane with bis Father.--- They were Shadows; he 
is the Subſtance, They were called Gods; he is really God.---So that 
this is the Fcrce of Our Saviour's Argument; What the Types 
«+ were in Name and Shadow, tnat the Anitype mutt be in Reality 
% and Sohſtence; for the Scriptures cannot ve broken : But theſe T 
« were Gods in Name and Shadow: Thrrefore the Meſhah, who 
« is the Antitype, muſt he Gad in Reality and Sobſtance. I bas 
in the Jewiſh Sacrifices there was a Sado of Subflitution, and they 
were called Atone ments; ſo in Jelus Chriſt there was a rea! Subſtitution, 
and a rea/ ianement. (Ste my Sermon cn Gal. iii. 24.) And indeed, 
the Meſſiah muſt be in Realiry all that which the Types were in 
— otherwile the Scripture would not be accompliſhed 
Abd verined. 

If any therefore ſhould ſay, that as the Jewiſh Kings were Gods 
« by Office, ſo Chriſt was cnly a Gd by Office; as they only had 
a the Shadow of Divinity, fo He ovly has the Shadow of Di- 
« vinity:"---I anſwer, Then rhe Scripture is broken ; The Types ae 
Not ed in the Antitype. it is all a Shadew Atill. The 
phe:ic Prayer, with which tne 
. des, is never to be anſwered, « — 
God, judge the Earth; for thou ſhalt inherit all Nations.” For 
is Not a God, but a mere Creature, that is to have the Heathen 
for his inheritance, and the utmoſt Parts of the Earth for his 
Foſſeon. Pſal. ii. 8.---And if his Divinity is but a Shadow, 
4s his Atonement, The trve Atonement is nct come. The 
Types are not fulfilled. The Scripture is broken, And we are yet in 

our 
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Nor can any Thing he ſays, nor all the mighty Works 
he bad wrovght, aſſwage their Anger, or keep their 
Hands from Violence. Ile is obliged to leave the 'Lemple, 
Where he was, and be gone. However, the Matter 
did not end here. For when they arraigned Him before 
the High Prieſt, thev renew the Charge of Blaſphemy, 
and pronounce him worthy of Death. (Marr. xxvi. 63--66.) 
Nor did Pilate know how to expreſs the Crime, for which 
he was put to Death, better than in this Title put on the 
Croſs, Jesus or NazaRETH TUT KixG or THE JEWS, 
So that his claiming to be the Sox or Gop and Kixs 
OF THE Jews, coſt him his LITE. = 
And ſhall we crucify him afreſh, and put him to open 
Shame, and juſlify all the ConduQ of the Jews towards 
him, by faying, He was indeed but a Man !—Por if fo, 
it was Blaſphemy indeed to pretend to be ſupreme God. 
And we know, the Blaſphemer deſerved to die, according 
to the Law of Mees. 5 
A 


our Sins. For the Blood of one mere Creature can no more make 
a rea! Atonement than the Bldod of another mere Creature, The 
Blood of a Bull or a Goat, and the Blood of a me Man, are equally 
at an infinite Remove trom any Virtue to make 41 Atone- 
ment for Sin. All that has been done is a mere Shadow. There is 
no Subſtance in it. And fo the Scripture is braten ; and the Truth of 
divine Revelation, in general, overthrown. For if any one Thing, 
held forth in a Type or a Prophecy, ſhould fail of Accompliſhmenc, 
The Truth of that whole Revelation, in which that Type or Pro- 
phecy is contained, would be overthrown.---So that granting the 
Old Teſtament to be divinely infpired, our Saviour's Argument 
amounts to a ſtrict Demonſtration. 

The Senſe the Aians give to the Words, is this, .I and my Fa- 
« ther are one, i. C. engaged in the ſame Deſign. And when the 
« Jews, through Miftake, thought he meant, that he was one with 
« God; He anſwers, 1 do not mean, I am God by Nature, but anly God 
„ by Ofice.”*---Query 1. What was this Aniwer to the Purpoſe? - 
Query 2. Why did not he exprefs!; tell them, that he only meant 
he was engaged in the ſame Deſign with his Father, as all other 


gocd Men are? This would have cleared him trom the odious 


Tharacter ot a Blaſphemer, and prevented their taking up Stones 
again to ſtone him. And if indeed he was but a Man, all muſt 
own, it was his Duty to have ſpoken out, in as plain a Manner as 
Paul and Barnabas did, when the People of Lyfira took them for 
Gods, and were about to offer Sacrifice to them. (A&s xiv. 15.) 
But to ſuffer hignfeif to paſs for a Blaſphemer now, and ſoon atter 
to be pronounced worthy of Death for Blaſphemy ; and yet never 
clear up the Matter; but leave his Diſciples after him, to follow 
his Example, and call him“ God, the true God, God bleſſed for 
46 ever, by whom and for whom all Things were created,“ when _ 
ne was as really a mere Creature as you and 1, is what can never b 
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And what is there to tempt us to this impious and 
ingrateful Deed? Not any Thing our bleſſed Saviour ever 
ſaid, or ever did: For he always ſpake and aQted in 
Character. As Gov, when in the Form of God!— As 
Man, when in the Likeneſs of Men—As a Servant, 
when in the Form of a Servant—As our exalted Mediator, 
now at the right Hand of the Father; from whom, He, 
as Mediator, has received all his Power; and to whom, 
when he has finiſhed his Work, he will, as Mediator, 
reſign his delegated Authority, Nor can any Thing he 
ever ſaid, or any Thing he ever did, fairly conſtrued, 
once tempt us to doubt his being by Nature ſupreme God, 
aſter ſuch clear Evidences of his Divinity have been given 
us. © Nor can I think what ſhould induce us to doubt his 
Divinizy,--unleſs we tecretly imagine, there was no Need 
that the Creator of the Univerſe ſhould become incarnate 
and die on the Croſs for us: We were not fo bad, nor 
was Sin ſo preat an Evil, as to make ſuch an Atonement 
needful. And if this be at the Bottom, let us honeſtly 
ſay ſo, that the World may know the true Ground of our 
Infidelity, and ſee it all ſummed up in a few Words, 
« The whole need not a Phyſician, but they that are 
4 fick. 

- This was the very Caſe with the unbelieving Jews, and 
the chief Reaſon of their rejecting Chriſtianity. They 
had an high Opinion of their own Goodneſs ; nor could 
thcy conceive why they might not be accepted with God 
on the Foot of their own Righteouſnels. And therefore 
the Goſpel.Way of Salva ion, through the Mediation and 
Death of the Son of God, appeared needleſs in their 
View, and was therefore abſolutely incredible in their 
Sight, This they fumbled ar, as the great Stumbling- 
Stone, as St. Pail tells us, who was intimately acquainted 


with the whole Affair. (Rom. ix. 30--33.) It did bear 


too hard upon their moral Character, as it ſuppoſed them 
ſo infinitely odious and Hell-deterving in the Sight of 
God, that nothing ſhort of the lnterpoſition of his own 
Son, as an Expiatory Sacrifice, could open a Door for 
him, in Juſtice and Honour, to pardon and fave them. 
But how exceeding unreaſonable was this their Conduct, 
as their own Law fo plainly held forth the infinite Evil of 
Sin, in threathing eternal Damnation for the leaſt Tranſ- 
greſſion? (Gal. ili. 10.) Which might cafily have led 

them 
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them to a Senſe of their Need of an Atonement, of 
infinite Value, had their Hearts honeſtly lain open to 
Conviction. 
And is it not 
profeſied Chriſtians, who have denied the Divinity of 
Chriſt, have been wont generally alſo to der, y—our natural 
avity —the infinite Evil of Sin—the Eternity of 


for Sin—the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith alone? 
And perhaps, to be a little more conſiſtent with them- 
ſelves, they ought to deny the Inſpiration of the Old and 
New Teftaments, in which the Divinity of Chriſt, and 
theſe other DoQrines, are ſet in fo ſtrong a Light. 
And indeed Dei/m has been for ſome Time growing to be 
the moſt faſhionable Scheme among the polite and gentcel 
Part of the Nation. And looſe Principles and looſe 
Practices are preparing us apace for all thoic heavy Judg- 
ments, which ſeem to be coming on our Nation and Land. 
« Ui. 11--15. Jer. xviii. 9, 10.) 
9 Jeſus Chriſt be in very Deed the God that created 


fit and ſufficient for the whole Work he underiook ; nor 
will he, nor can he, fail to accompliſh the whole Deſign 
he had in View. He was originally unobliged to do a 
Creatures Duty, being by Nature God; and fo at Li- 
berty to undertake, and had where-with-all to pay our 


had not a Farthing to ſpare for us, owing all they had 
done, or could do, to God, on their own Account.—it 
was honourable to God, to appoint ſuch a Surety for us; 
he was one, God might honourably truſt and deal with, 


Hes. (Zech. xiii. 75.)—He was worthy the Regard of the 
infinite Majeſty, able to ſecure the Honour of his Law, 
eſtabliſh his Authority, and anſwer all the Ends of Go- 
vernment. He was fit to be admitted, as Mediator, into 
his Preſcace-Chamber ; to be exalted to fit at his right 
Hand,—a very unmeet Place for a mere Creature; and 
| | | * 
- +3 , ſpeaking of the preſent State of Religion in En 
*. 4 Vice : Proſaneneſs reign triumphent PR Truths 
*« of Chriſtianity are queſtioned and diſputed; and a Man that is 
not an Infidel, is ſcarce allowed to have common Senſe, among 
« thoſe that look upon themſelves to be the polire World.” | 


Hell-Torments—the Neceflity of any proper Satisfaction 


Debt, infinite as it was: Whereas, the whole Creation 


as he was equal with „ and FeLLow to the Lord of 
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to be worſhipped by all the heavenly Hoſts, in his Ta- 
ther's Preſence ; the very Thought of which, I am per- 
ſuaded, no mere Creature in that World could poſſibly 
endure, but rather wich the Angel, in Rev. xxii. g. would 
ſay, See theu do it not; ſor I am but a mere Creature; 
evorſhip God. (Luke iv. 18.) ——And fit to fit at the Head 
of the Univeric, to be made Head over all Things, to 
govern the World and the Church; a Place too high for 
a mere Creature; a Truſt too great to be repoſed in one 
by Nature mutable, fallible, ſhort· üghted; and meet only 
tor Iramutability, Infallibility, and Omniſcience.— And 
f finally to judge the World, and as the great Arbitrator 
between God and his rebellious Creatures, to fee Right 
done, and cauſe Juſtice to take Place; an Honour too 
great for a mere Creature, and a Work too difficult for 
any but the mniſcient, Who“ only knows the Hearts of 
all the Children of Men.“ But Immanvutr is fit for 
all this, worthy the Honour, and qualified for the Work; 
and may be thus employed, thus exalted, thus worſhipped, 
—not inconhitent with, but 70 the Glory of God the Fa- 
ther. Nor can we doubt but that he is able to fave to 
the uttermoſt all chat come to God by him, nor fear but 
that he will accompliſh all his Deſigns of Grace. How 
„ beautiful upon the Mountains are the Feet of him that 
„ bringeth good Tidings, &c. that ſaith unto Zion, 
„% Fur Gov RreIcxtTH!” Jr. Iii. 7. applied to 
01 „ | 
4. But if indeed He was the Gor that created the 
Univerie ; Oh, how awful and ſolemn the Thought! If 
inde:d He was the God that created the Univerſe, who 
hung incarnate on the Cro's, “ ſet forth to be a Propiti- 
ation for Sin, that God might be juſt!” What tall 
we lay! What thall we think! | 
Let us look up, and behold him---ſurrounded by Thou- 
ſands of Spectators, inſulting---*« If he be the KinG or 
«+ IsRatt,” [indeed he was, but they knew it not; for 
had they known it, they would not have crucified the 
Los p or GLory] © If he be the KI or Isratl, 
„they ſay, let him come down from the Croſs, and we 
«« will beheve him.“ They inſult 3 He prays, 
Father, forgive them; they know not what they do.“ 
And with all his Divinity concealed, as one forſaken of 
Heaven, and caſt out from the Earth, there he hangs, 
and bleeds, and dies ! For 


70 
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For as our Rebellion, with al! its Circumſtances, had 
been public, as it were in the Preſence of the whole in- 
telligent Syſtem ; ſo now the Satisfaction mult be as 
publicly made. — Satan, God's Enemy, and our in- 
veterate Fore, had ſeduced our firit Parents, and in them 
virtually the whole human Race, to trauſgreſs the divine 
Law, and caft off the divine Authority, and join with 
him.---And here on Earth Satan had ſet up his Kingò om, 
in the Sight of Heaven, and in Defiance of the MesrT 


H1ic4.---And exulting in all his Mr'chief, he was ready 


impioully to ſay, In Spite of God, and his Son, the 
% Day is my own. For if God pardons an apoſtate 
„World, doomed to Deach, then will it appear, that he 
*% has no Regard to his Law, or to his 'Threatning, or 
% to impartial Juſtice ; which when I was driven out of 
% Heaven, he pretended, was the Motive. Nor can it 


* fail to be Matter of eternal Triumph to us, to ſee the 


« Honour ot bis Law and Government and Author ty 
given up, 10 {ave his Creature, Man. Or 1t he re- 
„ fipns the whole human Race to Deſtruction, as he cer- 
% tainly will, if he deals by them as he did by us, it will 
„ be Matter of eternal Conſolation aud joy, to tee, we 
can ruin Worlds, as faſt as he can make them. That, 
let him take what Courſe he will, we arc ſure of an 
eternal Lriumph.“ So Rood the Caſc. And all 
the Inhabitants of Heaven looked on, no Doubt, to fee 
the Event. 

„The Honour of the divine Government,“ ſaid the 
ETERNAL Sox,“ „ muſt and ſhall be ſecured. The Law 
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I call Him, the Ta NAT Son, becauſe he was not only 
** made of the Seed of David, acc.rding to the Fleſh ;** but atſo 
„declared to be the Son of God with Power, „according to the 
Spirit of Holineſs,” i. e. as to his divine Nature, by the Reſur- 
red ion from the Dead” Rom. i 2 4. Agiceable to thoſe Words 
in Mic. v. 2. ** Thou Bethlehem t phratah, though thou be latte 
among the Thouſands of Judah, yet out of Thee ſhall he come 
20 torth”* (i. e. be bon) © that is to be Ruler in Uſrael; whcſe 
„ Sies FORTH” (the fame Word in the Or ginal, before tranſ- 
lated ceme farb) * have been of old, even FROM EVERLASTING.” 
i.e. As be was the Son of David according to the Fleſh, in Time; 
fo from eternal! Ages he was the Son of God, as to his divine Nature. 
Therefore called, by Way of Eminence, God's own Son, and his 
only begotten Son. John iii. 86. Rom. viii. 32. 
geit. 1. How then is Chriſt < the ſirii- born of every Creature? 
or as it ought rather to be rendered, the firſt-born of the whole 
« Creation.” Col. i. 15.---1 anſwer, 1. Not as to q 
* or 
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e jg holy, juſt and good; and muſt and ſhall be i 
« fied and made honourable, Sin is as great an Evil 2s 
« my Father's Law ſpeaks it; and muſt and hall be con- 
« fidercd and treated a; ſuch ; and that in the Sight of 
« the whole Syficm. For my Father's Authority muſt 
„ and ſhall be publicly maintained.—— And yet Satan 
% may be diſappointed of his expected Triumph: For 
«© the human Race need not be reſigned to Ruin: For lo, 
I am willing to become incarnate, and die in their 
„ Room.---Behold, here 1 am! P/al. xl. 7. 

| « Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well- 
„ pleaſed; thou loveſt Righteouſneſs and hateſt Iniquity, 
4% and art MY EXPRESS IMact;” ſaid the eternal Father; 
« and even as thou halt 1aid, ſo ſhall it be. The Seed of 


cc 
* the Woman fhall bruije the Serpent's Head. Gen. iii. 15. 
„Thy dying Love ſhall defeat the Deſign of his infernal 
| « Malice.” 

0 Wherefore ſee him now on the Croſs, ** ſet forth to be 
* % a Propitiation for Sin, to declare the Righteouſneſs of 
God, that God might be juſt, and yet juſtify the 
| «Sinner that believes in Jeſus.” Rom. iii. 25, 26. And 


there he /poils Principalities and Powers, ſaps the Founda- 
| tion of Satan's Kingdom, and even triumphs over bim on 
\ the Cro/s. Col. ii. 15. And all in Sight, as it were, of 
the whole intelligent Creation. 1 Peter i. 12. And 
ſuited to give univerſal Inſtruction. Eb. iii. 10. 
| Look up, and ſtand aſtoniſhed at this g of all 
God's Works. The Crntaror of the Univerie on the 
Croſs! dying as a propiuatory Sacrifice for fin ! offering 
bebo aa. | 


| for that was born not two Thouſand Years ago. 2. Nor as to his 
divine Nature; for that, inflead of being the Firſt- born of 
Creature, was the Creator of the whole Univerſe. 3. Bot with | 
Reſpe& to the Privileges 4 the Birth-Right, (Pal. Ixxxix. 27} he 
bdeing appointed © Heir of all Things. Heb. i. 2. In which Iſaac 
1 was a Type of him. See Gen. xxv. $.---All Things were created 
| by him and For him, originally; and now. as Mediator, he is put 
into Poſſeſſion of all Things, as the great Heir of the whole Univerſe, 
And having thus the Birrb-Right, he is with Propriety called, 7be 
Firſ born of the wvbole Creation. 
Queſt. 2. How is Chrift the“ Beginning of the Creation of 
| God?” Rev. iii. 14 ---1 anſwer, The Word in the Original ſigni- 
| fies, The Beginning, the Chief, Principality, Dominion. And the Mean- 


ing is, that Chriſt, 2s Mediator, is the Head and Ruler of the Uni- 
and the great CH1zF of the Creation of God, Eph, i, 21. 
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for the Sins of the World !---That by Faith in his Blood 
might be juſibed and ſaved. 
was there indeed ſuch infinite Goodneſs in the 


divine Nature, that God could find it in his Heart to do 


this Thing! a Thing of Nature ſuperior, infinitcly ſu- 
peri 10 the Crean of Thouſands and dene o fc 
Vorlds as this! And was Sin indced ſuch an infinite 
Evil, that nothing could expiate it, but ſuch a Sacrifice as 
this! Sin, which we, ſtupid Mortals, fee fo little Evil in! 
And did the eternal Father value the Honour of his Law 
and Government more than the Life of his Son And if 
theſe Things were done in the green Tree, what will be 
done in the dry! Where will the unrighteous and ungodly 
appear, when this Jeſus comes in flaming Fire to take 
Vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not the 
! How vain will it be tocry for Mercy! how vain 
to hope that impartial Juſtice will relent! The Son of 
prayed, «+ O my Father, if it be poſſible, let this 


« Cup paſs from me ;“ and even agonized in Blood !--- 


; therefore impenuent, Chriſt- 
i eſcape ; nor can they ever be releaſed: 
But the Smoke of their Torment will “ aſcend for 
< ever and ever.” 
That God is in Earneſt, when he threatens to puniſh 
impenitent Sinners with eternal Damnation, cannot be 
made more evident, than it is by the Croſs of Chriſt, 
However, it may be more attended to, and ſo work 2 
more univerſal Conviction. Yet their eternal Damnation, 
atielf, will not be a greater Proof, that God was in 
Earneft, than the Death of his Son on the Crofs.---The 
whole intelligent Syſtem have here the ſtrongeſt Evidence 
of the impartial ReQtitude of the divine Nature, and of 
the Inflexibility of the divine Juſtice, that can poſlibly be 
given. And at the ſame Time, the boundleſs Goodneſs 
of the divine Nature ſet in the cleareſt Point of Light. 
Wherefore, to conclude, let us here behold the . Glory 
of God in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt ;”* that beholding 
« in this Glaſs, the Glory of the Lord, we may be 
changed into the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory. 
That fo the may become the Power of God to 
our Salvation. whale Chriſt crucified is to ſome 
a Stumbling-Block, and to others Fooliſhneſs, m"—_ 


_ 
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3 and the Wiſdom of 
46 God.“ 5 

Now to him who loved us and gave himſelf for us, 
« be Glory, Honour and Praiſe for ever and ever.” 
„ Amen. Even 

To Hiu, who is the Alpha and the Omega, the 
« Almighty, the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and for ever, 
« who is God, the true God, the mighty God, the holy 
1% one of lirael, fitting on a Throne bigh and lifted up, 
God over all bleſſed for ever, by whom and for whom 
« all Things were created”---even to Him let e 
„Knee bow in Heaven and on Earch:“ And it will be 
ſo far from derogating or detracting from the Honour, that 
it will be 7 the Glory of God the Father.“ For. 
«© he and his Father are Our. - Vea, there are Three 
„that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, 
*: and the Holy Ghoſt; and theſe "Three are One.” 
And to this Os Gop in three Perſons, to whom we were 
dedicated in Baptiſm, aud from whom all Blefüngs flow 
to us, even to Him, be aſcribed * the Kingdom, Power, 
and Glory for ever. Amen.“ 
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The MILLENNIUM. 


REVELATION XX. , 2, 3. 
And 1 down Heaven, havi 
tr Keg ofthe be come from af 


5s Pit, and a great Chain in his 

bold mm the Dragen, that old 

— 28 and bound 

him a Thouſand Years. And caft bim into the bot- 

zomleſs Pit, and ſbut him up, and ſet a Seal upon him, 

that he ſhould deceive the Nations no more, till 
Thouſand Years fhould be fuifilled. 


2 5 , 

IN a great Variety of Reſpects, the Binte 
| Be een the World. 
4 1 In it we have God's moral Character 

+ exhibited to View, by a Hiſtory of his 
> Conduct, as moral Governor of the World 
* the Begi : And the Nature of 
fallen Man painted to the Life, by a Hiflory of their Be- 
haviour for four" Thouſand Years. In it we have opened 
the glorious and aſtoniſhing Method, that has been en- 
tered to diſappoint all Satan's Deſigns, by the In- 
terpoſition of the Son of God; and are informed of his 
Buth, Life, Death, Reſarretiioen, Aſcenſion, and Exal- 
tation, and of the glorious Defigns he has in View. And 
4 auntived, 2: w be admirably fared to al 
the Circumſtances and Needs of a good Man: That, as 
it was deſigned to be the good Man's Book, in a peculiar 
Leut. ſo it is perfectly ſuited to his Caſe. It is profit- 

„ 2:bie for Doctrine, for , for Correction, for 
*£ Inftruticn in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God may 
«< be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed to all good Works.” 
(2 Tim. iii. 16, 17.) 

That fincere Concern for the Cauſe of Truth and . 
Virtue, for the Honour of God and Intereſt of true Re- 


ligion, which is peculiar to a good Man, whole Character 
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js to love Chriſt above Father and Mother, Wife and 
Children, Houſes and Lands, yea, better than his own 
Lite, muſt naturally ſubject him to a peculiar Kind of 
Solicitude. Even as a Child of a truly filial Spirit, is 
pained when it goes ill with his Father's Family, to whoſe 
Intereſt he is cloſely attached ; and has a whole Syſtem of 
inward Senſations, that a Stranger intermeddles not with. 
— The B1B1z, the good Man's Book, is therefore wiſely 
adap'ed to caſe the good Man's pained Heart, and afford 
Con'olation in this intereſting and moſt im t Point ; 
as it gives the ſtrongeſt A ſſurances that the Cauſe of Virtue 
hall finally prevail. | 

How in ſupportable muſt the Grief of the pious Jews 
have been, fitting on the Sides of the Rivers of Babylon! 
There we ſat down,” ſay they, yen, we wept when 
„ we remenibered Zion.” And © on the Willows they 
„ hung their Harps,” nor could any Thing divert their 
Minds. If I forget thee, O Jeruſalem, let my right 
Hand forget her Cunning. If I do not remember 
«*« thee, let my Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Mouth. 
(P/u. cxxxvii.)—How inſupportable, I ſay, muſt their 
| Grief have been, while their glorious holy Temple, and 

their holy City, the Place of all their ſacred Solemnines, 
were lying delolate, and God's People in wity, had 
it not been for that Promiſe, ſo often that after 
ſeventy Years God would viſit them, and cauſe them to 
return to their own Land. God knew before-hand the 
Anguiſh, which would be apt to fill their Hearts, the 
fnking Diſcour:gements, and all the Train of dark and 
gloomy Thoughts, they would be incident to; and before- 
hand provided a Remedy. Yea, no ſooner had he de- 
rounced their Doom in the xxxix th Chapter of T/aiab, 
but immediately in the next Chapter, and for ten or 
twenty Chapters together, does he provide for their Sup- 
port. Comfort ye, comfort ye, my People; ſpeak 
«© Fe comfortably to Jeruſalem, &c. &c.” 

So, how inſupportable would have been the Grief of 
the Church of Chriſt, through the long, dark, cruel Reign 
of myſtical Babyloa, while they beheld Error and Wicked- 
neſs univerſally prevail, Satan getting bis Will in almoſt 
every Thing, and to Appearance no Signs of better 
Times, but all IThings wearing a dreadful A ſpect before 

their Eyes; how great their Grief; bow finking their 
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Diſcouragements, tow almoſt inſuperable their Tempta- 
tions to apoſtatize, and forſake a Cauſe that Heaven 
feemed to forſake, had not the Day of Deliverance been 
expreſsly foretold, and the Glory that ſhould follow 
opened to View, by the Spirit of Prophecy! But in a 
frm Belief that the Cauſe they were engaged in, and for 
which they ſpilt their Blood, would finaliy prevail; and 
il in this World, where they then beheid Satan reiyn- 


'w Army of Martyrs could march on to Battle cou- 
ragiouſly, willing to ſacrifice their Lives in the Cauſe, 
not doubting of final Victory, altho' they themſelves muſt 
fall in the Field, 


and triumphing ; I ſay, in a firm Belief of this, the 


Indeed, were the Salvation of his own Soul the only 


Thing the good Man had in View, he would natural! 
be quite eaſy upon a full Aſſurance that this was — 
So, had Moſes cared for nothing but the Welfare of him- 
felf and of his Poſterity, he might have bcen ſatisfied, 
While the whole Congregation of Iſrael were defiroyed, 
if he might become a great Nation, and that without any 
Sclicitade for the Honour of the GAEAT Na ux of the 
God of Iſrael: Yea, altho* the Idolatrous Nations round 
about were fully eſtabliſhed in the Belief of the Divinity 
of their Idols, and brought to look upon the Gon of the 
Hebrews with ever ſo great Contempt by the Means. But. 
attached as he was to the Honour of the God of Iſrael, 
nothing could give him Satisfaction, but a Proſpect that 
that would be ſecured. The Welfare of himſelf and of 
bis Family was of ao Importance in his Eſteem, compared 
with this. (Sec Execd. xxxii.) 

| It muft, therefore, be remembered, that, as the Son of 


God left his Father's Boſom, and the Realms of Light 


and Glory, and expired on the Croſs in the utmoſt viſible 
Contempt, that he might ſpoil Principalities and Powers, 


bruiſe the Serpent's Head, deſtroy the Works of the Devil; 
ſo his true Diſciples have imbibed a Meaſure of the ſame 


Spirit; and, as Volunteers enlifted under his Banner, have 


the ſame Thing in View: They long for the Deſlruction 


ot Satan's Kingdum: And theſe Petitions are the genuine 


Language of their Hearts, Our Father which art in 


„Heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy Kingdom come, 
„ thy Will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.” Nor 


can the Salvation of their own Souls, although ever o 
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ſafely ſecured, ſatisſy their Minds, without a clear View 


and fair Prolpet of Chriſt's final Victory over all Ins 
Enemies. Bat if our great General, who hes ſacri- 
« ficed his Life in the Cauſe, may but at laſt obtain a 
% comp'ecte Victory, notwithitanding all the preſent daik 
« Appearances: This is enough,” ſays the Chrittian 
Soldier: I am willing to riſque all in his Service, and 
« die in the Battle too. But if Satan ware always to carry 
« the Day, Oh who could live under the Thought!“ 
'This having been the Temper of good Men, more or 


leſs, even from the early Ages of the World, and through 


all ſucceflive Generations to this Day, they have evident! 
wanted a peculiar Support, which the Reſt of Mankind 
ſtood in no Need of, to carry them comfortab!y though 
ſuch a long Scene of Daikneis ; Wickedneſs prevailing, 
God diſhououred, Satan triumphing, the World perich— 
ing, the true Church of Go more generally in Sackcloth. 
And accordingly the final Victory of the Cauſe of 'T'ruth 
and Virtue was intimated in the very firſt Promife made to 
fallen Man. And from Time to Time God repeated this 
comfortable Prediction to his Church and People; and 
finally made it the chief SubzeQ of the laſt Book of Holy 
Scripture, he ordered to be wrote for the Uſe of his 
Church. | 
Now let us take a brief View of the whole Series of 


theſe divine Predictions, from the Beginning of the World, 


even down to this in our Text, contained in one of the 
laſt Chapters of the Bible; that we may ſee what full 
Evidence there is of this Truth ; and fo, what abundant 
Cauſe for Conſolation to all the People of God. 

I. Immediately after the Fall, when the Serpent, enen 


+ that old Serpent the Devil, hid juſt ſeduced Mankind 


to revolt from God, and had, to all Appearance, laid this 
vhole World in perpetual Ruin; even in the Depths of 
this Midnight - Varkneſs, a Ray of Light ſhove down 
from Heaven—T be Seed of the Woman fhall bruiſe th: Ser- 
pet's Head. (Gen. iii. 15.) As if God had ſaid, 1] {ee 
the Sch me that Satan has laid to ruin the World, and 


- « eſtabliſh his impicus and malicious Cauſe: I ſee it, aud 


„ am dctermincd to defeat it. The ſeebler Woman be 
* has over-matchcd, but her Almighty Sced ſhell con- 
* quer him and as effectually ſubdue him, and prevert 
all future Miſchief by him, as a Serpent is ſubdue 
| | D 3 « aud 
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„and incapacitated for further Miſchief, when his Head 
is cruthed to Pieces, under the indignant Heel of one 
% determined on his Death.” his was a complete 
Doom indeed denounced againſt Satan, ai the Head of the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs. And uit fully implied, that the 
Caule of Light, Truth, and R:ightevutneis ſhould finally 
obtain a complete V ictory. 

IT. After this gracions and glorious Promiſe had been 


the chief Foundation of all the Hopes of God's People | 


for two Thouſand Years, God was pleaſed to point out 
tie particular Family from whence this mighty Deliverer 
ſhould ſpring, and to intimate what a univerſal Bleſſing he 
ſhould be to all the Nations of the Earth. 4d in 7 
Step Hall ai tle Families of the Earth be bl:fed, ſaid 
God to Abraham. (Gen. x11. 3.) Which again plainly 
ſoppoſed, that the Cauſe of ruth and Righteouſneſs, 
notwithianding the dark State the Wofld then was in, 
all finking faſt into Idolatry, and would for many Apes 
be in, buried in heathenifh Darkneſs, ſhould yet in due 
Time univerſally prevail over the whole Earth. For 12 
thy Seed hal ALL the an ihe Earth be bleſſed. 
his ſane Promiſe was repeated again and again to 
Abraham, and afterwards to liaac and Jacob. 

III. Hitherto God had ſupported his People's Hopes 
chiefly with Promiſes, with verbal Predictions ; but from 
the Days of Moſes to the Days of Solomon King of 1trael, 
to aſſiſt his People's Faith, God did, beſides repeated 
Promiſes of the fame Thing, by a great Variety of won- 
derful Works, ſhadow lorth the glorious Day; aud at the 
jame Time ſhew, that he had ſuficient Wiſdom and Fourr 
to accompliſh the grexet Deſigns. That his People 
might be convinced, that he could eaſily bring to pals, 
tor the Good of his Church, whatſoever ſeemed good in 
his Sight. | | 
| tract, in the Egyptian Bondage, were a deſigned Type 
_ of a fallen World under the Dominion and Tyranny of 
Satin, Nor was Pharaoh more loath to let Iſrzel go, than 
Satan is to have his Subjects deſert him, and his King- 
dom vo to Ruin. But notwithitanding all the fecming 
Impofibillties in the Way cf lirael's Deliverance, infinite 
Wiidom knew how to accompliſh the divine Deiigns. | 
God cculd even caufe a Member of Pharaoh's Family to 
 eduraiconcto be an Jakrumentof tals defi * 

| | pp” 


» RIA... 


1 1 


rn % 0 * 


— 


S - ay 14.53 e 


\ as. AO d m HS... Ft. I. an ances, Bac. 


The Miri. ENU u. 43 


And in due Time, behold, all the Armies of Iſrael march 
forth from the Land of Egypt, out of the Houſe of Bon- 
dage; and Pharaoh, and tis Chariots, and all his Hoſt, 
lie buried in the Red Sea! So eanly can God bring forth 
his People, even out of the Aati-Chriſtian Kingdom, 
which is ſpiritually called Sodom and Egypt. And, if he 
pleaſes, raiſe up the laſtruments of this glorious Work, 


even in the Court of Rome. 


And when the Name of the true God was almoſt for- 
ten through all the Earth, and the Devil worſhipped in 
is Room, in Idols of various Names, through all the 

Nations, God knew how to make his Name known, and 
to cauſe his Fame to ſpread abroad, and fill the whole 
Earth with his Glory, by Wonders wrought in the Land 
of Ham, by deſcending on Mount S1nai, by leading the 
Armies of Iſrael forty Years in the Wilderueſs in a Pillar 
of Cloud by Day, and of Fire by Night, giving them 
Bread from Heaven, and Water out ol the flinty Rock, 
dividing Jordan, delivering up one and thirty idolatrous 
Kings to the Sword of Joſhua, raiſing up Judges one after 
anotacr in a miraculous Manuer to deliver his People, 
until the Days of David and Solomon, Types of Chriſt. 
Of David, who, Meſſiah-like, ſubdued the Enemies of 
Iſrael all around: Of Solomon, who built the holy 
Temple, and filled Jeruſalem with Riches and Glory.—He, 
who hath done all theſe Things, can eaſily accompliſh all 
the Defigns of his Heart, preſerve his Church, raiſe u 
Deliverance, break to Pieces the Kingdoms of the E 
for her Sake, make Truth victorious, and ſet up the new 
Jeruſalem in all her ſpiritual Glory, build up his Church 
as a glorious holy Temple, and ſet the Son of David upon 
the Ihrone; by whoſe Hands, Satan and all the Powers 
of Darkneſs ſhall be fubdred, chained, ſealed up in the 
bottomleſs Pit, as much afraid, and as much unable to 
attempt any Miſchicf, as the ſubdued Nations around 
lirael were in the very Height of David's Power. : 

But when {hall the Son of David reign, and the Church 
have Reſt? When {hall the Cauſe of Truth and Righte- 


ouſneſs thus prevail? Perhaps the very Time was de- 

ſigned to be ſhadowed forth in the Law of Moſes, in the 
 Inftitution of their holy Days. The ſeventh Day, ſaid 
Gol, who always had this glorious Seaſon of Reſt in 
Reſt, 


View, „The ſevench Day ſhall be a Sabbath of 
| | | « the 
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« the ſeventh Month ſhall be ful! of holy Days, the 
« ſeventh Year ſhall be a Year of Rel: So, perhaps, 
after fix Thouſand Years are ſpeni in Labour and Sorrow 
by the Church of God, the /even 7 be,, ſhall be a 
Seaſon of ſpiritual Reſt and Joy, an holy Sabbath to the 
Lord.— And as God the Creator was //x Days in forming 
a confuſed Chaos into a beautiſul World, and recited the 
ſeventh; fo God the Redeemer, after fx Theou/and Y cars 
Labour in the Work of the new Creation, may reft on 
the /everrh, And then proclaim a general Liberty to an 
enſlaved World, and grant a general Pardon to a guiity 
Race; as in the Year of Jubilee, among the Jews, every 
enſlaved jc was ſet at Liberty, and the Debts of all the 
Indebied were cancelled. 
IV. Theſe Things, thus ſhadowed forth in Types, were 
alſo expreſsly declared by the Mouths of the ancient 
r from the Days of David, and forward to the 
End of that Diſpenſation: And the ſame "Things are 
. hinted here and there in the New Teſtament, and largeiy 
opened to View in the Revelation of St. John. So that f 
phuoth the Old and New Teſtaments join to raiſe in us, who | 
1 lire in theſe Ages, the higheſt Aſſurance, that it is God's 
| -Delfign to © give to his Son the Heathen for his Inheri- 
| „ tahce, and the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth for his 
% Poſſeſſion. (Fal. ii. 8.) For all Kings ſhall bow don 
<< before him, and all Nations ſhall ſerve him. (2/1. 
| % 1x11. 11.) And the Mountain of the Lord's Houle 
| 4 ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the Top of the Mountains, and 
«« ſhall be exalted above the Hills, and all Nations ſhall 
«« flow unto it. (7/7. ii. 2.) They ſhell beat their Swords 
« into Ploogh-thares, and their Spears into Pruning- 
„ hooks, and learn War no more. (Ver. 4) Por the 
„Earth ſhall be full of the Knowledge of the Lord, as 
« the Waters cover the Sea. (Jai. xi. g.) A Nation 
% ſhall be born in a Day. (/a. Ixvi. 8.) All thy People 
. ſhall be righteous. (Hai. 1x. 21.) They ſhall all know 
<< the Lord, hom the leaſt to the greateſt. (Jer. xxxi. 34.) 
„And Holineſs to the Lord ſhall be written on every 
Thing. (Zech. xiv, 20, 21.) Kings ſhall become 
« nurſing Fathers, and Queens nurſing Mothers. (/i. 
% xlix. 23.) And there ſhall be nothing to hurt or 
4 ofiend. (Jai. xi. 9.) The Inhabitant ſhall not [fo 
„ much as] ſay, 1 am fick. (Jer. xxxi. 34.) And this 
«« Kingdom 


Tle M1itllEenNiv Mm. 45 


« Kingdom ſhall fill the whole Earth. (Daz. ii. 35.) 
« And all Nations and Languages ſhall ſerve him. (Dun. 
« vii. 44.) And the Kingdom and Dominion, and the 
« Greatneſs of the Kingdom under the whole Heaven 
« ſhall be given to the People of the Saints of the moſt 
„ high God. (Daz. vii. 27.) And the Jews ſhall be 
called in, and the Fulneſs of the Gentiles. (Rom. xi. 
„ 12--32.) For the Goſpel ſhall be preached to every 
«+ Nation, and Kindred, and Tongue, and Peop 
„(Rev. xiv. 6.) And Satan ſhall be bound, and Chriſt 
„ ſhall reign on Earth a Thouſand Years.” * And as 
ſurely as the Jews were delivered out of the Babyloniſh 
C:ptivity, and Babylon itſelf deſtroyed; even ſo ſurely 
ſhall all theſe Things be accompliſhed in their Time. 
Aud myſtical Babylon ſhall “ fink as a Mill-Stone into 
« the Sea, and ſhall be found no more at all.” (Rev. 
xviii. 24 1 
V. But when ſhall theſe Things be? —I anſwer, in the 
firſt Place, it is plain, as yet they have not been, theſe 
great Things have not been accompliſked. They were 
not accompliſhed when the Jews were brought out of 
their Babyloniſh Captivity: For, from thence to the 
Coming of Chriſt, they never were in fo flouriſhing a 
State as they had been beſore. They were not accom- 
pliſhed in the apoſtolick Age: For, St. John, when moiſt, 
if not all, of the other Apoſtles were dead, ſpak e of theſe 
Things (in the Revelation) as yet to come to paſs. They 
were not accompliſhed in the three firſt Centories: For, 
that was almoit one continued Scene of Blood. They 
were 


* Satan ſhall be bound. &c. © The Church of Chriſt ſhall enjoy 
„ Purity of Religion in Peace, without any Diſturbance from 
„ thoſe old Enemies of Mankind, wcrking in the Children of 
« Diſobedience.”” Daubuz on the Viace. 

« And this ſeems to imply, that all ſhall be converted.---How- 
« ever, it there be any that remain vnconverted, they will, during 
the Impriſonment af Satan, be in ſo (ſmall! a Number, and o 
* feeble in Compaiſon of the true Chriftians, that they ſhall 
neither dare, nor be able to diſturb the Peace of Chriſt's Ring- 
* 0m.” Liꝛumæn on the Place. 

A Spirit of ſtrict Piety ſhall rife ſo high, and \> vniverſialiy pre- 
vail, that it hall be as though all the Martyrs ct former Ages were 
riſen from the Dead, ani appeared u the Stage all at once. 
This ſeems to be the Senſe «ft thoſe Words in New. xx. 4. The 
Martyrs are ſaid to riſe from the Dead, and reign with Chriſt a 
Thouſsn1 Years, much in the ſame Senſe as Jobn the Bapriff is 
called Elias, viz. becauſe he was a Man ſo nearly reſembling that 
ceicbrated Prophet, See Leuman on the Place, 
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were not accompliſhed in the Days of Conſtantine the 
Great: For, it is fince then that rhe Man of Sin has becu 
revealed. Nor are they accompliſhed to this Day : For, 
Satan is ſtill walking to and fro through the Earth, and 

ing up and down therein; Babylon is not fallen; the 
2 called ; nor is the Fulneſs of the Gentiles 
come in ; but the greateſt Part of the Earth to this Day 
fit in heatheniſh Darkneſs. 3 

When then ſhall they be accompliſhed? Not till the 
% holy City has been trodden under Foot forty - two 
« Months” —Not till the Witneſſes have propheſied 
** a Thouſand, two Hundred and Threeſcore Days, 
% cloathed in Sackclorh,” (Rev. xi. 2, 3.)—And not 
ll the Woman has been in the Wilderneſs a Time 
and Times and Half a Time.” (Kev. xii. 14.) Now 
a Time aud Times and Half a Time, i. e. three Years 
*and a Half, is equal to forty- two Months; which is equal 

to one Phouſand two Hundred and ſixty Days; which 
doubtleſs means 1260 Years, a Day for a Year: As the 
Event has proved was the Caſe in the Prophecy of Danicl, 
who declared it to be 70 Weeks, from the going forth of 
the Commandment to build Jeruſalem, to the Death of 


Chnift. For it proved to be 490 Years, which is 7 Times 


70, a Day for a Year. (Dan. ix. 24.) 
So that there is no Difficulty in determining the Down- 
fall of Antichriſt, but what ariſes from the Uncertainty we 
are at when to date the Beginning of his Riſe and Reign. 
Ehe Biſhops of Rome were ſome Hundred Years rihng 
1 from the honeſt Character of a Scripture- 
thop to the Grand Title of Univer/a! Pope, which was 
obtained, 4. D. 606.— And it was a long Lime from 
this, before they got to the Height of the'r Grandeur, 
and the Pope was conſtituted a temporal Prince, which was 
not till 4 D. 756.*ﬀ— And perhaps be may fail as gra- 
dually as ne roſe. And as now he has been falling 240 
Years, even ever ſince the Beginning of the Reform: lion; 
ſo we may rationaliy expect he will continue to fall, till 


„ the Mountains and the Hills ſhall break forth into 
* finging, and ail the Trees of the Field ſhall clap their 
Hands.“ (I/ ai. lv. 12.) And all the Hoits of Heaven 
as loud as Thunder, ſhall ſay, „ Hallelufah! For the 
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Babglez ſinks as a Mil- Stone into the Sea. And then, 
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„Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and 
1% xgjoice, and give Honour to him; for the Marriage of 
« the Lamb is come, and his Wife hath made herſelf 
% ready.” (Rev. xix. 6, 7.) 

Aud thus we have taken a bricf View of the Scripture- 
Evidence, that the Cauſe of 'Truth and Righteouſneſs will 
finally become gloriouſly victorious. 

VI. Nor is there the leaſt Reaſon to doubt the Accom- 

iſhment of theſe Things. For, God in all Times paſt 
has been faithful to his Word, —and is evidently ſuſſici- 
ently engaged in this Aﬀair—knows how, and can eafily 
accompliſh it—and it wiil be much to the Honour of his 
great Name to do it. 

God has been faithful to his Promiſes to his Church 


„ from the Beginning of the World. To all human Ap- 


pearance, it was a very unlikely Thing, that the Hebre us, 
waved in Egypt, under Pharach, a very powerful Moe 
parch, and ſunk down into Idolatry, and very low- 
ſpirited, ſhould ariſe, and go forth with all their Flocks 
and Herds, and march through the Wilderneſs, and con- 
quer the ſeven Nations of Canaan, and poſſeſs their 
Land. And ſo it was to all human Appearance equally 
unlikely, that the Jews in Babylon ſhould ever return to 
their own Land. But God had promiſed in both Caſes, 
and God performed. And an Event more ſurpiizing than 


eicher of theſe, yea, the moſt aftoniſhiog that could have 


happened, has alſo come to paſs, juſt as God had faid. 
Ihe promiſed Sezp has been born, and the Serpent has 
bruiſed bis Heel; and methinks now not only God's Faith- 
tulneſs, but even the Nature of the Caſe iifelf, ſhould 
lead us to believe, that the SED ſhall bruije bis Head. - 
For, after God has appeared to be ſo infinitely engaged 
to deſiroy the Works of the Devil, as to give his only be- 
gotten Son, it can ſure!y never once be imagined, that he 
wants ſufficient Reſolution to carry him thruugh what yet 

remains to be done. 

And He, who could ſend Pharach's Daughter to take 
up Moſes, when an Infant, out of his Baſket of Bulruſhes, 
and educate him in Pharaoh's Court, that he might be 
{killed in all the Arts of Government ; and when he had 
ſpent ſorty Years in this Situation, baniſh him into the 
Land of Midian, that in the ſolitary Life of a Shepherd 
for another forty Years, hs dad 


Ear:h; that he might, by both, be thorough! 
for the Work 2 him r He, — 
could take David from feeding his Father's Sheep, and, 
after a Ccurſe of Trials, fo excceting neceſſary to prepare 
frail Man for high Honovrs and great Uſefulneſs, exalt 
Him to the Throne of Iſrael, fo — ſurniſhed to 
head their Armies and ſubdue their Foes, advance their - 
external Grandeur, and put great Honour upon their Re- 
ligion: And He, who could take Daniel, one of the 
ewiſh Captives in Babylon, and raiſe him to ſuch high 
and great Authority, to be a Father to his People 
through their ſeventy Years Captivity, and by his Means 
(perhaps) influence Cyrus ſo generouſly to releaſe them, 
and affiit them in their Return:“ And finally, He, 
who could take a Number cf poor illiterate Fiſhermen, 
and the per'ecuting Saul, and by them lay the Foundation 
of the Chriſtian Church, in Spite of the acked Oppoſition 
of Earth and Hell; and after their Death cauſe the 
Chriſtian Church to live through, yea, at laſt to triumph 
over, the ten bloody Perſecutions, and even conquer the 
Roman Empire; and that which is {lill more wonderful, 
to ſubſiſt to this Day, notwithſtanding all the ſubtle and 
cruel Methods, which have for ſo many Hundred Years 
taken by Antichriſt to extirpate Chriſtianity out of 
World:—1 ſay, He who could do theſe Things, can- 
be at a Loſs for Means, or want Power, to effect the 
Things foretold, which yet remain to be ac- 


if Mankind are ever ſo God? 
2 a Reconciliation ? _ 
1 KK 
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Prophecies of Jeremiah, which had | 

aptivity to be 70 Years (Dan. ix. 2 } 
i ages ruby Soap w- as to ſet 
and Prayer; (Ver. 3.) and being 
muſt have free Accs to Cyrus ; 


] in he was mentioned by Name, 

200 out as the Perſon who was to Jet 
2 i Jeruſalem, and lay the Foundation of 

Temple. Tſai. hap. xv. 1-3. To which C 

— 2 — Eur. i. 2, 3. 4. Thus faith 
Cyrus Ki The Lord God of Heaven hath given m8 
< ali the Ki Earth, and he hath cuanczny me to 
© i Jeruſalem, which is in Judah. Who i 
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the Councils of the Clergy, as well as in the of 
the Poor? And what if even the whole World in a 
Manner lies in Wickedneſs? So that a neral Conda- 

ation might rather be expected, as it is fo eminentiy 
—— oo theſe Things any Bar in the Way? 

What if Mankind have abuſed divine Grace from the 
Beginning of the World? What if they have murdered 
his Prophets, his Son, and his Apoſtles? What if they 
have reſiſted and grieved the Holy Spirit, and perverted 
the Doctrines, aud gone counter to the Precepts of his 
holy Word? Yea, what if it appears that Mankind are 
really on Satan's Side? And this after all the kind 

hods God has taken to reclaim a guilty World? fo 
that even the beſt Man on Earth, or the kindeſt Angel in 
Heaven might be diſcouraged, totally and finally diſ- 
couraged, and think it never worth while to take any 
more Pains with ſuch a perverſe Race, but that it were 
more ſuitable to the Rules of good Government to refign 


together, a ſufficient Bar to the Accompliſhment of God's 


Deſignus, whoſe Goodneſs is abſolutely infinue ? 


What! After the Son of God has been offered as a 
Sacrihce of Atonement, to ſecure the Honour of the 
divine Government, and open a Way for the honourable 
Exerciſe of his Grace ! What, after the Meffiah has been 
exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance 
aud Remiſſion of Sins! And after all Power and Authority 
in Heaven and Ea th is given into his Hanes, on Parpote= 
to deſtroy the Kingdom of Satan, and bring every Nation, 
Eindred, and Tongue, to bow the Knee to God! yea, 
when the infiauely wife Governor of the World has before 


determined to permit the Wickedneſs of Mankind to 


come out and ſtand in ſo glaring a Light, and 10 tuffer 


Satan ſo long to practice and proſper; to this very Parpoie, 
that his Power, Wiſdom, and Grace might be the more 
_ elfeCtually and the more gloriouſly diſplayed, in the Ac- 


compliſhment of all his glorious Deiigns ! 
Inſtead of being diicouraged, from a View of the pat 


or the preſent State of the World, as without the Light 


of divine Revelation we ſhould naturally have been; 
methinks now, viewing all Things in the Light of holy 
deripture, it muſt be perfectly rational to conclude, that 
all theſe Things are only —— as an Introduction 


CA 


them to Deſtruction? Are any, or all the'e Things — 


80 Die Mi1tltxnxNxiv nu. 
to 


to the glorious Day; even, as all the cruel Bondage of 

Iſrael in Egypt, and all the haughty Conduct of Pharaoh, 
were but preparatory, as an Introduction to the plorious 
Event that God had then in his Eye. And what un- 
ſpeakable Hono:r will redound to God moſt High, if 
after all the vile ConduQ of this apoſtate World, and 
notwithſtanding all their 1i1-deſert, and after all the fabtle 
| Methods Satan has taken to make his Kingdom ſtrong; 
I fay, what unſpeakable Honour will redout, d to God 
molt High, if aftcr all this he ſhould accompliſh his 
glorious Deſigns ?————And when Things have been 
ripening theie five or {ix Thouſand Years, and are now 
fo nearly every Way prepared for God to pet himſelf a 
great Name in the total Deſtruction of Satan's Kingdom, 
cin we once imagine that God will let the Opportunity 
Nip? Or rather, ought we not firmly to believe, that 
when every Thing is quite ripe, then God will ariſe, 
make bare his Arm, and fill the whole World with his 
Glory ? 


Eſpecially, conſidering, that »s Things ſtand, the 


Honour of all his glorious Perfections lies at 5take.—For, 
ever fince the AL MIA gave out the Word, that he 
Sead of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head, even 
from that very Day, that old Serpent, with all his Subtilty, 
has employed his whole Power to defeat the divine Deſigns, 
maintain his Kingdom in the World, and eicape the 
dreadful Blow. — He ftirred up Cain to kill his Brother, 
and never left till the whole Earth was filled with Violence, 


which brought on the general Deluge. And after the 


Flood he was induftrious to divert Mankind from tie 


Knowledge and Worſhip of the true God, and to eftabliſh - 


Idolatry and the Worſhip of Devils in all the Kingdome 
of the Earth. And fince Chriſtianity appeared, he has 
turned himſelf into every Shape to defeat the gracious 
Defigns of the Goſpel, and has prevailed and reigned 
above a Thouſand Years, at the Head of the grand Anti- 
Chriſtian A poſtacy. And ſhould the Almighty offer him 
to go on and proſper, and finally prevail, what would be- 
come of his own great Name? And how great would be 
their Triumph in the infernal Regions, to think, that in 
Spite of God and of his Son, from the Beginning to the 
End of the World, they have held out in a conſtant War, 
kept the Field, and at lait come I — 


* 
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fore, as when God repeats the wonderful Works, which 
be had done for Iſrael in the Days of old, in the xxth 
Chapter of E liel, he conſtantly ſays, I wwrovght fer 
ne own great Names, ſo here, in this Caſe wall he do it 
again, and that in the moit eminent Manner. As it is 
written, 7 ve Zo a1. of the Lord of Hefts will perform this. 
Ifas. ix. 7.) | VET, 
* that, in a Word, if almighty Power and infinite 
Viidom, at the Head of the Univerſe, infinitely en- 
gaged, are a {ulficient Match for the guilty, impotenz 
Powers of Darkneſs, then we may depend upon it, Satan 
will meet with an Overthrow, as notable as did Pharaoh 
and his lioft in the Red Sea. And as proud Babylon, 


once the Miſtreſs of Kingdoms, is now no more; ſo 


myſtical Babylon ſha!l fink as a Mill-Stone in the Sea, 
and riſe no more for ever. And, 

Il. Wh never Miltakes the Jewiſh Rabbies might fall 
into, in their Interpretation of Daniel's 75 Weeks, and 
ia their Attempts to fix the preciſe Time of the Meſhah's 
coming; and whatever miſtaken Notions any of them had 
about the Nature of his Kingdom, as though it was to be 
of this World, and He to appear in all earthly Grandeur; 
and although his coming, to ſome might ſeem to be ſo 
long delayed, that they began to give up all Hopes of ir, 
and to coutrive ſome other Meaning to all the ancient 
Prophecies, or even to call in Queitidn the Inſpiratiou of 
the Prophets: Yet neither the Miſtakes of ſome, nor the 
Inacclity of others, at all altered the Caſe. Days, aud 
Months, and. Years, haftened along, and one Revolu: ion 
among the Kingdoms of t12 Earth followed upoa another, 
ull tbe Fulugſs of Time was come, till ail Things were 
ripe; and then, behold, the Messiah was born. Even 
ſo it ſhall be now. | 


— Whatever Miſtakes Chriſtian Divines may fall into, in 


their Interpretation of 656, the Number of the Beait, or 
in their Endeavours to fix the preciſe Time when the 1260 
Years of Antichriſt's Reign ſhall begin and end; or what- 


ever wrong Notions ſome have had, or may have about 


the Nature of the Millennium, as though Chriſt was to 

reign perſonally on Earth; and if ſome, mean while, 

begin to think, that all Things will go on as they have 

done, and to conclade, that the ExpeQation of theſe 

glorious Days, which has prevailed ia the Chriſtian 
5 E 2 Church 
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Church from the Beginning, is merely a groundleſs 
Fancy: Yet none of theſe Things will at all alter the 
Caſe. Days, and Months, and Years, will haſten along, 
and one Revolution among the Kingdoms of the Earth 
follow upon another, until the Fulneis of Time is come, 
ull all Things are ripe for the Event; and then the 
Miniſters of Criſt will accompliſh in Reality, what dt. 
John ſaw in his Viſions:— I /aw an Angel fly in the MAN 
of Heaven, hacing the ewerlaſling Ceſpel to preach unte 
them that deveil mm the Earth, and to every Nation and 
Kindred, and Trug ue and People. (Rew. xiv. 6.) And then 
Mali it come to paſs, that the Vail of Ignorance, which 
hath ſo long ſpread over all Nations, fall be d:fAroyed, 
(Lai. xxv. 7.) and Knowledge ſhall ſo greatly increaſe, 
that it ſhall be as though the Light of tbe Moon were as the 
Light of the Sun, and the Light of the dun ſeven fold, 
(1/ai. xxx. 26) until the Kucaclrdge of the Lord cover the 
Earth, as the Waters do the Sea. (1/ai. xi. 9.) And chen 
there Hall be nothing te hurt or rffend in all God's b,, 
Mountain. For Babylon ſhall fall, Satan be bound, and 
Chriit will reign, and Truth and Righteoutneſs univerially 
prevail, a Thouſand Years. 


REMARKS and INFERENCES. 

I. When, therefore, our Saviour in the Days of his 
Fleſh, denominated his Followers à little Flock, from the 
dmallneſs of their Number, he had no Defign to teach 
us, that this would always be the Caſe, For although it 
was very trove, that his Flock was at that Time u Zerle 
Fleck; yet the Day was coming, when that lite Lea ven 
ſhould Lawen rhe whole Lump, (Matt. xiii. 33) and the 
Stone ci owt Tvithout Hands ſhould become a great Moun- 
tain, and fill the whole Earth. (Dan. ii. 25.) So, al:hoogu 
it was a Saying very applicable not only to our Saviour's 


Day, but to mot other Periods cf the Cherch, that mary | 


are called and few are choſen; vet it does not hence follow, 
that this will be the Caſe when a Nai ſball be bern in a 
Day, and ali the People hail be righterus. Aud although 
it has commonly been ſo, that of the Many who have 
ſoaght to enter in at the firait Gate, but Few have been 
able, and the General:ty have from Age to Age gone 
in the broad Way, which leads down to DeftruSion; yet it F 
onde aorra—s when Satan is bound, that he may | 
acct. us 
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Heceive the Nations no more; and when all ſhall know the 
Lord from the leaft to the greateſt, when the Kingdom and 
the Greatneſs of the Kingdom under the wohole Heawens, 
ſhall be given to the People of the Saints of the M High. — 
For it is very plain, that theſe and ſuch like Expreſſions 
uſed by our Saviour, which were applicable to the then 
Times, and to moſt other Periods, when the Number of 
true Converts had been comparatively very ſmall, were 
never deſigned to be applicable to that glorious Period yet 
to come, which is to be the grand Harveit-11me, when 
the Jews (who are to this Day for that very Purpoſe, no 
bt, by divine Providence, preſerved a diſtinct People) 
and the Fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall come in. Nor can it 
be right to interpret ſuch Expreſſions in ſuch a Sen'e, as 
to render them inconſiſtent with what the Scriptures fo 
-— GO ſhall be the Caſe in the latter Lays. —— 


2. Notwithſtanding hitherto but few have been ſaved, 
there is no Evidence but that yet the greater Part of Man- 
kind may be ſaved. Nothing can be argued againſt this 
from ſuch Expreſſions as have been juſt mentioned, for 


greateſt Part of the 
periſh. I am fenible, 
many ſeem to take this for granted, aud they are greatly 
ſtrengthened in this Belief, from a View of ihe awful 
State Mankind have been in from the Beginning of the 
World to this Day. But if we ſhould even grant, that 
hitherto not One in ten Thouſand have been ſaved, yet it 
may come to paſs, (there may be Time enough for it, and 
Men enough yet born) I ſay, it may yet come to pat, 
that by far the greateſt Part of Mankind way be ſaved. 
For, as the Scriptures conſtantly teach, tha: in theſe 
glorious Days univerſal Peace ſhall prevail; and inſtead 
of War, the Nations ſhall employ their Time in uſetul 
Labour, all beat their Swords into Plougb- Shares, and 
their Spears into Pruning-Hoocks ; ſo it will naturally come 
to pals, that Mankind, who are now in vatt Multitudes 


de in the Wars from one Generation io another, 


will be greatly increaſed in Numbers, and plentifully 
provided for. Only remove Wars, Famines, .aad all 
thoſe defolating „— which the Sius of Mankind 
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from Age to Age brought down on a guilty Werld, 
d let that uni Peace and Rs wha Place, 
ich indeed will naturally reſult from the fincere Practice 
of pure Chriſtianity, and Mankind will naturally increaſe, 
and fpread, and fill all the Earth. And while every one 
improves his Time well, and is diligent in bis Calling, 
according to the Rules of our holy Religion; and all 
Luxury, Int ce and Extravagance are baniſhed 
from the Nations of the Earth, it 1s certain that this 
Globe will be able to ſuſtain with Food and Raiment, a 
Number of Inhabitants immenſely than ever yet 
rey rp ach by 6 And now if al theſe ſhall 4zczv 
the Lord from the leaft to the greateft, as the Scripture 
aſſerts, ſo that be — A t foal the 
Earth as the Waters cover the Sea, for a Thou Years 
together, it may eaſily, yea, it will naturally come to 
aſs, that there will be more faved in theſe Thouſand 
cars, than ever before dwelt upon the Face of the Earta 
from the Foundation of the World. 
Some indeed underſtand the Thouſand Years in the 
Revela'ion agreeable to other prophetical Numbers in that 
Book, a Day for a Year. So the Time, and Times, and 


; 


H a Time, i. e. three Years and an Half, and the 


Forty-two Months, and the 1260 Days, are no doubt io be 
reckoned. And if the dark Period is to be reckoned by 


. this Rule, it ſhould ſeem that the light Period ſhould 
 Hkewiſe. For otherwiſe the dark Period, which in that 


Book is repreſented to be the ſhorteſt, will indeed be the 
longeſt. The 1260 Days than the 1000 Years, — 
ard if the 1000 Years are a Day for a Year, as 
the Scripture-Year contains 360 Days, ſo the 1000 Years 
will amount to 360,000 Years. In which, there might 
be Millions ſaved, to One that has been loſt. But not 


to infiſt upon this, If this glorious Period is to laſt only a 


Thouſand Years literally, there may be many more ſaved 
than loſt. | 

It it be granted, that it is diflicult to compute with any 
Exa&neſs in ſuch a Caſe as this, yet it is eaſy to make 
ſuch a Computation as may fſati:fy us in the Point before 
us. For in Egypt the Hebrews doubled at the Rate of 
about once in 14 Years; in New-£xzland the Inhabitants 
double in leis than 2c Years; it will be moderate there- 


tore to ſuppoſe, Mauki r 4 
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the Earth is full of Peace and ity, will double 
every 50 Years. But at this Rate, there will be Time 
enough in a Thouſand Years to double twenty Times. 
Which would produce ſuch a Multitude of People, as 
chat although we ſhould ſuppoſe all who live before the 
Millennium begins, to be loſt; yet if all thoſe ſhould be 
ſaved, there would be above ſeventeen Thouſand ſaved, 
to One that would be loſt. As may appear from the 
Table below. 


3.1 

8 * - FR 2 | In the firſt Column, we have 
WS - - $ the 20 Periods, which zocoYears 

3 - - - will At Years oa 
3 

WS: 8-8 2 
9 * FR 4 two for 
20 - _ — End 
T1 - o - Ti there 

12 - - = jon for one 
T3 — - - World to ſtand 
14 - - before the Millen- 
2 - - it in every 
" - - of Inhabitants 
— - - CC 
19 5 - 5000 Years, 2 
20 - - of the Earth 

and new 
Sum total - 2,097,150 


50 Years to A 


cars, at 
orids 


all before the Millennium loſt = a 
Suppoſe all in the Millennium ſaved = 20971 50 
Then 120: 2097150: 2: 12 217456 f UE. D. 

That is, above 17000 would be ſaved, to One loſt; which 
the Point to be proved. herefore nothing hinders, but ct 
greateſt Part of Mankind may yet be ſaved 


: 
K 
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faved, and what loſt, none can tell. It is no where 


KAT 


rev 

was not obliged to ſave One out of all this guilty loſt 

Hitherto the Generality may have iſhed; and the Lord 

Righteous.---But who can tell, to what a Degree God may yet 
ority his Grace? The holy Scriptures encourage us to lock for 

ings exceeding great and glorious; even, for ſuch E as may 
= new Face on all God's paſt Diſpenſations. (See the following 
* on tbe Wiſdom of God in the Permiſſion of Ji 
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« of Stone, and give an Heart of Fleſh; and an 
« World ſhall be aſhamed and confounded, ſhall 


* never open their Mouth, when 1 ſhall do all theſe 


« Things for them.” 

We are apt to wonder why theſe glorious Days ſhould 
be ſo long delayed, if God indeed intend; ſuch Mercy to 
Men. But God infinitely wiſe, knows what is beſt ;— 
knows how to conduct the Affairs of the Univerſe ; knows 
when is the fitteſt Time to introduce this glorious State of 
Things; knows when Matters will be all ripened, and 
every Thing in the moral World prepared; ſo that this 
glorious Day may be uſhered in to the beſt Advantage, 
in a Manner moſt ſuited to honour God and his Son, to 
humble a haughty World, and to diſappoint Satan moſt 
monty. after all his wily Schemes, great Succeſs, and 

igh Ex pectations: I ſav, God knows when this will be: 
And this is the very Time he has fixed upon for this 
glorious Work. 

4. It therefore becomes all the followers of Chriſt, in 
their ſeveral Spheres, under firm Belief of theſe Things, 
to be of good Courage, and exert themſelves to the 
tmoſt, in the Uſe of all proper Means, to ſuppreſs - 
Error and Vice of Kind, and promote the Cauſe of 
Truth and Righteouſneſs in the World; and ſo be Workers 
with God. | 

If one tiood at the Head of this glorious Army, which 
has been in the Wars above theſe five Thouſand Years, 
and has lived through many a dreadful Campaign, and 
were allowed to make a Speech to theſe veteran Tr 
upon this glarious Theme, he might lift up his Voice, 
and ſay, Hail, noble Heroes! brave Followers cf the 
„Lamb! Your General has ſacrificed his Life in this 
% plorious Cauſe, and ſpoiled Principalides and Powers 
„on the Croſs! and now he lives and reigns. He reigns 
< on high, with all Power in Heaven and Earth in his 
« Hands, Your Predeceſſors, the Prophets, Apollles, 
« and Matyrs, with undaunted Courage have matched , 
% into the Field of Battle, and conquered dying! and 
„ now reizn in Heaven! Behold, ye are riſen up in their 
« Room, are engaged in the ſame Cauſe, and the Time 
% of the laſt general Battle draws on, when a glonous 
% Victory is to be won. And although many a valiant 
Soldier may be {lain in the Field; yet the Army mall 
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« drive all before them at laſt. And Satan being con- Wi 
% querred, and all the Powers of Darkneſs driven out of © 
« the Field, and confincd to the bottonileifs Pit, ye fail 
« rezgn with Chriſt a Thouſand Years; Reign in Love 
% and Peace, while Truth and Righ:eouſneſs ride iriam- 
«© phanr through the Earth. Wherefor: hay aſide every 
«© Weight, and, with your Hearts wholly intent on this 
„ grand Affair, girzd up your Loins, and wich all the 
« jpiritual Weapons of Faith, Priver, Meditation, Waten- 
« fulneſs, &c. with redoubled Zeal and Courage [411 -n 
«© your ſpiricaal Enemies, Slay every Lutt that pet lutss 
« within, as knowing your domeſtic Foes are the + ot 
«« da ous. And with Gentlenels, Meckneſs, 4 
«« Wiitdom, by your holy Conduct, your pions Exa p!-s, 
« your kind Inftruions, your friendly Adm itions, 
«c ſpread the Savorr of divine Kaowledge all aro d yon, 
% as ye are ſcattered here and there thruugh a h{n1g ted 
« World; labouring to win Souls to C:: 1, to induce 
«© the deluded Followers of Satan to deſert his Camp, and 
% inliſt as Volunteers under your Prince Mes 14. 
«© And if the Powers of Darkneſs ſhould rally all their 
Forces, and a general Battle through zll the Chriſtian 
World come on; O, love not your Lives to the Death! 
Sacriſice every earthly Comfort in the glorious Cauſe! 
Sing the Triumphs of your victorious General, in 
„ Priſons and at the Stake! And die couragcouſly, fir:t:ly 
„ believing the Cauſe of ! ruth and Righteouineſs will 
„finally prevail.“ 
Surely it is infinitely un becoming the Followers of him 
who i: King of Kings and Lerd of Lords, to turn aſi de to 
earthly Purluits, or to fink down in unmanly Diſcourage- . 
ments, or to give Way to Sloth and Effeminacy, when 
there is ſo much to be done, and the glor:vus Dav is 
coming on. How ſhould thoſe who handle the Pen of the 
Writer, exert themfglves to explain and vindicate divine 
Truths, and paint the Chriftian Religioa in all its native 
Glorics? How ſhould the Pulpit be animated, from 
Sabbath to Sabbath, with Sermons full of Knowledge 
and Light, full of Spirit and Life, full of Zeal for God. 
and Love to Men, and tender Pity to infatuated Sinners? 
Chrift loves to have his Miniſters faithful, whether the 
Wicked will hear or not. —— And let pions Parents be 
unwearied in their Prayers for, and Inftruftions of their 
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Chi and never Faint under anv Diſcouragements ; 
as knowing, that Chriſt exalted to give Repentance and 
Remiſſion of Sins, and can do By whom he will. 
Bring your ChIiten and Friends, with all their ſpirizual 
Diſeaſes, and lay them at his Feet; as ence they did their 
Sick, when this kind Saviour dwelt on Earth. Let pious 
Perſons of every Age, and in every Capacity, awake from 
Slcep, and arile trom the Dead, and live and act 

their glorious Character and high ExpeRations ; and in 
their teveral Stations -exert themſelves to the utmoſt to 
piomote tlie Redecmer's glorious Cauſe —Let this Age do 
their Share, as David, although the Temple was not to 
be built in his Day, yet exertcd himſelf to lay up Mate- 
rials for that magnificent Edifice, on which his Heart was 
intently ſet; as knowing, that in his Son's Day it would 
be ſet up in all its Glory. So let us rile up, and with the 
greate!t Alacrity contribute our u:mo!t towards this Build- 
ing, this ling temple, this Temple all made of lively 
Stones, of Stones alive, in which God is to dwell, and 
which will inünitely exceed in Glory the Temple of Solo- 
mon, that was built of dead Timber and lifeleſs Stones, 
And let this be our daily Prayer, an Anſwer to which we 
may be aſſured of, whatever other Requeſts are denied us, 
Our Father which art in Heaven, & c. or thine is the 
Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory, fur ever. Amen. 
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In the Prxuiss1oN of SIN. 
SERMON I. 


Genesis L. 20. 


i theughe Evil againft 4; but God meant it 
unts Co | 


— 


Trl 


Hon atwhoſe Mercy they now lay, would requite 
* * 2 Evil, for the inhuman, barbarous 


ACOB being dead and buried, and 
ſtill Governor over all the Land of Lege 
his guilty Brethren began to be afraid, that 


N ö 

y Servants ; * i. e. We have nothing to ſay for our- 
ſelves, we are verily guilty; vs 2s is the tra we 
ſurrender ourſelves to thy Diſpoſal. Upon which, Joſeph 
faid unto them, Fear not“ any Harm from me. For 
« am I in the Place of Goo,” the righteous Judge of the 
World, to whom Vengeance belongs, and with whom you 
had need make your Peace! Tis true, indeed, you afted 
a barbarous and cruel Part. Ye thought Evil againſt 
* me; but God,” who had the ordering of the whole 
Affair, meant it for Good, to brin ing to pals as it is this 
„% Day, to ſave much alive.” And while I be- 
hold the Wiſdom and {s of God, fo conſpicuous 
in this Diſpenſation, [ have no Diſpoſition to revenge the 
„ Therefore, fear not: For inſtead of 


requiting 


* * 


&- Joſeph, in whoſe Power they now were, and v} 4 


a @ * WW R8UTY” = =o We *& WW ww vr 


3 


The Wisdom of Gop in the Permiſſion of Sin. 61 


 Wquiting you the Evil you are ſenſible you deſerve, for 
your ill 


reatment of me, I will rather, in Imitation of 
God, who hath been fo kind to me in all my Diſtreſſes. 
treat you with all Goodneis. 1 will nouriſh you and 
« your little Ones.” Thus he comforted them, and ſpake 
kindly to them. > 

At the ſame Time Joſeph viewed the Conduct of his 


Brethren, and conſidered their Temper and Deſigns, and 


the Heinouſneſs of their Crime; he alſo beheld the Hand 
of God, which he as plainly ſaw in the whole Affair, per- 
mitting and over-ruling his Brethren's Sin, to anſwer good 
and noble Ends: And this indiſpoſed him to any angry 
Reſentments, and framed his Soul only to Gratitude to 
God, and Love and Kindneſs to his Brethren. His ſeeing 
the Hand of God in it, or to uſe his own ape, his 
ſecing that God meant“ he ſhould be ſold, and that it 
was God who ſent him thither,” with the 
happy Experience he had had of the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of God in the Affair, not only prepared him to for- 


give his Brethren; but to treat them with all poſfible © 


Jenderneſs, and fraternal Goodneſs. So that he was not 
only fully ſatisfied in the Wiſdom of God in the Per- 


- miflion of that Sin; but was thereby the better prepared 
to do his Duty. ; 


Doctrains. * A Sight of the Wiſdom of God in the 


Permiſſion of Sin, is very uſeful to promote Holineſs of _ Fr. 
Heart and Life: It has a great Tendency to make us feel 


right, and Lehave well.” 8 
Thus it was with Joleph, as we have ſeen. And thus 
it was with Job, who, while the Sabeans wickedlyrobbed * 
him, eyed the Hand of God, and ſaid, The Lord gave, 
« and the Lord hath taken away, and bleſſed be the 
„Name of the Lord.”* And thus it was with David, 
while Shimei wickedly abuſed him, going along on the | 
Hill over againſt him, as he was flecing out of Jeruſalem - 
from the Hands of Abſalom his Son, and curſed him as 
he went, ſayi 


„ Man.” —*< Let him curſe” ſays David, for the Lord 


** hath bidden him.”+ I juſtly deſerve it at the Hands 


of the Majeſty of Heaven, againtt whom | have grievouſ!; 


fivned. — A bloody Man inde-d 1 am!---O Uriah, 


 Uriab I!] ſhall never the Blood of the valiant 
Lab | * But 
. ® Job i, 21. 1 2 Sam, xvi. 1 


Come out, come out, though bloody. - 


w . 


wy [4 


viewed the Temper, Conduct, and Deſign 
Brethren, they each of them appeared perfectly odious in 
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But it is needleſs to multiply Inftances. For nothing is 
plainer, than that it muſt tend to bring us to a right 
emper of Mind, in every Circumſtance of Life, o 
view infinite Wiſdom, as ordering all Things which con- 
cern us, in the wiſeſt and beſt Manner. Nor could any 


Thought be more ſhocking to a pious Mind, than to con- 


ceive the Dei x as unconcerned in human Affairs, the 
Devil ruling in the Children of Diſobedience without 
Controul, and all Jhings jumbling along in this wicked 
World, without the leaſtl Proſpect of any good End cver 
to be anſwered. But if all Co good and bad, are 
under the Government of infinite Wiſdom ; this affords a 
ſure Proſpect of a happy Iſſue. And under ſuch a wiſe 
and perfect Government, we have the greateſt Inducement 
to go on chearfully in the Way of our Duty, having al- 
ways an implicit Faith in the ſupreme Ruler of the Uni- 
verſe. —- Wherefore, the Truth of the Poctrine being 


thus plain and evident, I ſhall only attempt to ſhew, 


J. What we are to underſtand by God's peraitting 


Sin. And, | s | 


II. The am of God in the Permiſſion of Sin. 
And then, | | 
III. Conclude with a practical Improvement. 
I. What are we to underſtand by God's permitting Sin? 
A. Not that He loves Sin, or that there is any Thing 


in the Nature of Sin that he approves of. For it is the 


abominable Thing which his Soul hateth. When he 


his Eyes. Their Envy and Malice he abhorred ; their 


cruel and barbarous Deed he deteſted ; their Deſign inti- 
mated in that Saying, ** And then ſhall we ſee what will 


* become of his Dreame, he perfectly diſapproved. 


2. Much leſs are we to imagine, that God, in per- 
mitting Sin, deprives the Sinner of the Freedom of his 
Will. Joſeph's Brethren felt themſelves at Liberty; and 
ing to their own Inclina- 


In the whole Affair ated 
tions, —zuſt as they pleaſed. 


3. God's permitting Sin conſiſts merely in not hinderi 
of it. He 1aw, that joſeph's Brethren, conſidering their 


* „ and how they had their Prother out in the Field, 


® Gen, xxxvii, 20. 


of Joſeph's 
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come by, &c. &c. would certainly ſell him, unleſs he 
interpoſed to hinder it. And He could have hindered their 
ſelling, as eaſily as he hindered their murdering him. But 
he did not. He let them take their Courſe. 

4. And yet it is ſelf-evident, God never permits Sin, 
in the Character of an unconcerned Spectator, as not 
caring how Affiiis go; but as having weighed all Cir- 
cumilances and Conlequences,—T heretore, 

3. God never permits Sin, but only then, when, on 
the Whole, all Things conſidered, he judges it belt not to 
hinder it. And therefore, | 

6. At whatever Lime God forbears to interpoſe, to 
hinder the Commiſſion of any Ad of Sin, he is not only 
jaitifuble in his Conduct, but even commendable and 
praiſe-»0:thy ; becauſe he has choſen to act in the wilelt 
and belt Manner. —- But this leads me, 

Il. To ſnew the i of God in the Permiſſon of 
Sin. And Iwill, in the firſt Place, begin with ſome In- 
ſtances that are more plain and caſy, and afterwards pro- 
ceed to what is more intricate and diſſicult. 

i Insrance. And to begin with the Affair of 
Fejeph —— There needs little io be ſaid, to ſhew the 
manifold Wildom oi God in it.— For it does not appear, 
that God could, as Things were circumſtanced, have taken 


| a beter Method for the Advancement of Joſeph to be 


Governor over all the Land of Egypt, than this. It was 
a Method ſuited o humble Joſeph, and wean him from 
the World, and bring him to an entire Reſignation to 


þ God, and Dependence upon, and Dovotedaets to him; 
and to prep:re him for ſo high a Station, that in it he 


might conduct with all Fidelity to Pharaoh, and Humi- 
lity, Goodneſs and Condeſcention to all around him; to 
the Honour of the God of Iſrael, and to the Reputation 
of true Religion, in the Midſt of a Peopic foking down 
faſt into Idolatry and Wickedneſs. It was a Method 


| tvited to give him a high Character in the Eyes of Pharaoh, - 


and in the Eyes of all Egypt; as one dear to the great 
God, full of Wiſdom and Benevolence, and the fitteft 
Man in Egypt to be ſo highly advanced and fo far be- 


truſted. tom a poor Priſoner, he roſe ſoon to fo high a 


Character, and was ſo highly eſteemed, as to become a 
Farnex to Pharoah, and to all Egypt. 
Nor does it appear, . as Things were circum- 
| 2 


ſtanced, 


64 The Wis Dom of Gow 


ſtanced, God could have taken a better Method than this, 
to provide for the Suſtenance of Jacob's Family, of the 
Egyptians, and of the Nations throughout the Land of 
Canaan, through a Famine of ſeven Years Continuance. 
It was a Method ſuited to diſpoſe Pharaoh, and all Egypt, 
to receive Jacob's Family kindly, and give them a hearty 
Welcome; as they were the Kindred of Joſeph, their great 
Benefattor. It was a Method ſuited io humble Joſeph's 
Brethren, and not only to bring them to Repentance for 
their Sin, but to a better Temper in general. And, as 
the ſelling of Joſeph had been Matter of ſevere Trial to 
Jacob, who verily thought him dead, and expected to go 
down to the Grave ſorrowing; fo, in the lifue, the Whole 
was ſuited abundantly to eſtabliſh him in the Belief of the 
Being and Perſections of God, and of his Government 
of the World; and to give him an affecting, raviſhin 
Senſe of the Holineſs, Wiſdom, Goodneis, Power, — 
Faithfulneſs of the God of Abraham, his Father; and 


to confirm him in the Expectation of the Accompliſnment 


of all God's Promiſes, And, in the mean Lime, the } 
Egyptians, and all the Nations inhabiting the Land of 
Canaan, were provided for with Food through a long and 
fore Famine, in a Manner ſuited to convince them of the 
Vanity of their Idols, and to bring them to an high Eſteem 
of the God of the Hebrews, to whoſe kind Interpoſiuon 
their whole Support was owing. And thus God left not 
himfelt without Witneſs, in that dark and benighted Age 
of the World, when all the Nations were finking faſt 
down into Idolatry. For the whole Affair of the felling 
of Joſeph, of the Conduct of his Miſtreſs, of his unſhaken 
Virtue, of his Impriſonment, of his interpreting the 
Dreams of his Fellow. Priſoners, of his being brought to 
Pharaoh's Court and interpreting his Dreams, of his 
Advancement, and of all his Conduct in that high Station, 

would naturally be noiſed abroad, not only throughout all 
Egypt, but alſo through all the Land of Canaan, from 
whence they daily came into Egypt for Bread; yea, the 
News of theſe Things would be apt to fly far and wide 
| all the Nations round about, to the Glory of the 
true and to the Honour of the true Religion, and 
to the Condemnation of an idolauous World, who had F 
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could neither ſee, nor hear, nor help.—All which good 
Ends, and many more, God had in View. Wherefore, 
Although Joſeph's Brethren a ted a very wicked, cruel, 
God-provoking Part, in felling their Brother, notwith- 
ſtanding al! lis Cries, and Tears, and the Anguiſh of his 
Soul, with an envious, malicious, and imptous Intention 
to prevent the Accompliſhment of his divine Dreams, 
ſcoffingly ſaying among thewſclves, ** And then we ſhall 
„ ſce what will become of his Dreams: Yet, at the 
ſame Time, the God of Abraham acted truly like lame 
ſelf, a noble, a God like Part, in let ing them take their 
Courſe, with a Deſign to over-rule it as he did, to ac- 
compliſh his Dreams; and that in a Way iv much to his 
own Glory, and ſo much to the general Good. — And 
how know we, but that the infinuely-wiſe Governor of 
the Univerſe, when he permitted Angels and Man to fall, 
and Things in the intelligent Syſtem to take ſuch a Courſe 
as they have, deſigned to over- rule the Whole ſo (accord- 


ing to a Plan he then had in View) as that in the Iſſue, 


God ſhould be more exalted, and the Syitzm more holy 
and happy, than if Sin and Miſery had never entered ? 
But to proceed to a | 

2d InsTaxce of the Wiſdom of God in the Permiſ- 
Hon of Sin. Sometime after Joſeph's Death, when the 
Children of Iſrael were greatly multiplyed, there argle - 
another King in Egypt, who knew not Joleph, nor paid 
the leaſt Regard to his Memory; who, to eurich himſelf. 
attempted to bring the Iſraelites into a perpetual Bondage: 
And to that End ſet Taſk-Maſters over them, who made 
them ſerve with Rigour. And, obſerving how exceed- 
ingly they multiplyed, left they ſhould become too nu- 
merous and potent, and get themſelves up out of a Land 
in which they were ſo abuſe d, Pharaoh ordered he Mid- 
wives to kill their Male Children. But the Midwives 
proving unfaithful to his Injunctions, he laid bis Com- 
mands on all his People in general, to take every Male 
Chill, and caſt him into the Kiver.* All which was 
inhuman and barbarous to the laſt Degree. 5 

As God had provided ſor the kind Entertainment of 
the liraclites by the Means of Joſeph, whom ke ſent be- 
fore them; ſo he could have provided for the Continuation 


of their Tranquillity, and reſtraiued Pharaoh from this 
* Exod, i. 


F 3 tyrannical 
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tyrannĩcal Conduct: But he choſe to bring all theſe Dif- 

trefles upon them, to wean them from the Idols and I'lea- 
ſores of Egypt, to make them mindſul of the promiſed 
Land, and to prepare them for their approaching Dcliver- 
ance, and for their Wiiderneſs- Travels. Therefore be 
— 42 _ his Courſe. For the liraclites 
were ſo kindly received in Joſeph's Day, and ſo generouf] 

ovided for, that they — a While to forget — 
| of Canaan, and feel themſelves at Home, and fall 
if Love with the Cuſtoms and Idolatries of Egypt: And 
had it not been that Pharaoh attempted their Slavery, and 
treated them with ſo great Severity, there would have been 
Danger of their forge:ting the God of their Fathers to- 
tally, and incorporating at length with the Egyptians. 
So that they greatly needed theſe Diſtreſſes, to make them 
willing to leave Egypt, and diſcern the Goodneſs of God 
an their Deliverance, and to awaken them and their Poſ- 
terity in Ages then to come, to a Senſe of their great Ob- 
ligations to God, who brought them out of the Land of 
Egypt. and out of the Houie of Bondage. f 
Beſides, at the ſame 'T'ime that God, by the cruel Ty- 
Tanny of Pharaoh, was preparing the Iſraelites for their 
Deliverance, he alſo over-ruled his Barbarity to give an 
Occaſion of raiſing them up a Deliverer. For Pharach 
having ordered all the Male Children to be caſt into the 
River, Moſes's Mother, after having concealed him three 
Months, durſt keep him no longer, and fo left him in an 
Ark of Bulraſhes, at the Side of the River, to the Mercy 
of the cruel Egyptians. Here Pharaoh's Daughter finds 
him is touched with Compaſſio elieves the poor 
weeping Infant. —— And now Moſes is called the Son 
of Pharaoh's Daughter,” and is educated in Pharaoh's 
Court, and inſtructed in all the Learning of Egypt; and 
 Anally, completely furniſhed for the glorious Work de- 
 figned him. For Pharaoh ſeeking Moles Wh Life, he was 
obliged 1 the Land 8 _ he 
ſola a Shepherd, 40 Years, unti 
CE Ov avert dies on Bec. And being thus en- 
dowed with an extraordinary Meaſure of human Learniug 
and of divine Grace, God ſends him to deliver his Peopie, 
who had been groaning under their fore Bondage above 
100 Vears. O the Depth of the Knowledge and Wil- 
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The very Methods, which Pharaoh, in his great Policy, 
takes to bind down the Hebrews in al Slavery, 
God over-rules, to prepare them for, and to bring about 
their Deliverance. And while Pharaoh is hurried on in 
his Schemes, by his inſatiable Avarice, and indulges to 
barbarous Cruelty, God, the infinitely wiſe Superinten- 
dent, calmly looks on, and lets him take his Courſe, con- 
ſcious to his own Almightineſs, and having his own glo- 
rious Plan ali before him.—— And how know we, but 
that this ſame infinitely - wiſe Being, who has had the 
Government of the Univerſe in his Hands from the 
Beginning, had ſome noble, God-like Deſign in View, 
when he firſt permitted Sin and Miſery to enter into the 
World which he had made ? 
But to procced to a 
zd InSTaxce of the Wiſdom of God in the Permiſſion 
of Sin. 

Hharach, full of a Senſe of his own Greatneſs and 
Power, and of the Advantages which would accrue to him 
from the Labours of ſo many Servants, no ſooner per- 
ecived Moſes's Defign, but he firmly reſolved never to let 
Iirael go. And when Moſes aſſured him that the God of 
the Hebrews had appeared to him, he bid Defiance, not 
only to Moſes, but to his God. I know not the 


nor will 1 let Iſrael go.” And the more Moſes infiteT 


upon their Relcaſe, the more his Pride and Covetoaſneſs 
wrought. For his Honour's Sake he ſcorned to yield ; 
and for his Intereſt's Sake he many a Time reſolved be 
never would. 
Hor the ſupreme Monarch of the Univerſe, who does 
according to his Pleaſure in the Armies of Heaven, and 
among the Inhabitants of the Earth, had looked on the 
bold, the daring, the haughty Wretch, and determined to 
leave him to his own Heart, to take his own Way, and 
do as he pleaſed ; foreſeeing juſt how he would conduct, 
and how the Affair would finally iſſue. 
Go, ſays God to Moſes, Go in to Pharaoh, and fay, 
„ Thus faith the Lord, let Iſrael go, that they may ſerve 
me: But 1 am ſure that the King of 2 not let 
you go; no, not by a mighty Hand. And I will ftretch 
cut my Hand, and ſmite Egypt with all my Wonders 
which I will do in the Midf thereof. And Pharaoh ſhall 
Know, that I am the Lord: Aud the Egyptians thall 
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know, that T am the Lord: Yea, my Name ſhall be de- 
clared throughout all the Earth. Abd thus do I order the 
Affair, that thou alſo mayſt tell in the Ears ot thy Son, 
and of thy Son's Son, what Things I have wrought in 
Egypt, and my Signs that I have done among them; 
that ye may know that I am the Lon b.“ 

Moſes goes, and delivers his Meſſage to Pharaoh, ſay- 
ing. Thus faith the Lord God of the Hebrews, Let my 
People go, that they may ſerve me.. Be gone to 
your Burdens,” ſays Pharaoh to the Iſraelites. And 
you, Moſes, do you hinder the People no longer from 
their Labour. And you, Taſk-Maſters, give them no 
Straw : For they arc idle and wanton, and full of Notions. 
But I will tame theſe Hebrews, and make them know, 
they had better been content where they were.” So the 
Taſk-Maſters with Rigour drive on the Iſraelites to per- 


form their impoſſible Taſks-<and beat them for Non- | 


| They cry to Pharaoh, but cry in vain. 
Ve are idle, ye are idle,” ſays he, and fall of Notions. 
Be gone! No Mercy ſhall be ſhewn you. 1 will make 
you repent your new Scheme, before I have done with 
you. Thus Pharaoh ſtorms, drives, ſets up himſelf, 
—— his Heart, reſolved they ſhall never go. 
Whereupon the God of Iſrael <* wrought his Signs in 
<« Egypt, and his Wonders in the Field of Zoan. He 
turned their Rivers into Blood; and their Floods, that 
% they could not drink. He ſent divers Sorts of Flies 
% among them, which devoured them, and Frogs which 
«« deſtroyed them. He gave alſo their Increaſe to the 
Caterpillar, and their Labour unto the Locuſt. He | 
« deſtroyed their Vines with Hail, and their Sycamore- 
« Trees with Froſt. He gave up their Cattle alſo to the 
« Hail, and their Flocks to hot Thunder-Bolts. He caſt 
% upon them the Fierceneſs of his Anger, Wrath and 
« Indignation, and Trouble, by ſending evil Angels 
« among them. He made a Way to his Anger; he 
«« ſpared not their Soul from Death: But gave their Life 
„% over to the Peſtilence. And ſmote all the Firſt- born 
„% in Egypt; the chief of their Strength, in the Taber- 
% nacles of Ham. But made his own People go forth 
like Sheep. He led them on ſafely : But the Sea 
« over-whelmed their Enemies.“ „ 
reren 
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deſigned to give a lively Picture of himſelf, as of one in- 
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of the Hebrews ; that he might keep them for his Slaves: 


And that they, and all the World 'might know, that he 


| was too potent and mighty a Prince to be ſubdued and 


conquered by the God of the Hebrews, to whom from 
the Beginning he had bid Defiance. 


—=#God's Detizns were, by ſevere and cruel Bondage, to 


wean the Iſraelites from Egypt; or at leaſt, to force them, 
weaned or not, to leave the Country, and be goue. 
Therefore he let Pharaoh looſe, to unmercifully to oppreſs 


them. And as for Pharaoh, God let him lift up himſelf, 


harden his Heart, be as ſtout and haughty as he pleaſed: 
That as he was defirous, ſo be might have fall © 

nity to try his Strength with the God of the Hebrews. 
That in the Iſſue, He might know, and the Egyptians 
might know, to their Shame and Confuſion, That be 
was the Lord, the only true and living God, infinitely 
ſuperior to all their Idols. And in the mean Time be 


finitely too wiſe, great and powerful, for feeble Mortals 


to contend with: Reiolved to vindicate his own Honour, 


at all Events; and revenge Aff tonts offered his Majelty ; 
and carry on his on Deſigns in Spite of all Oppoſition. 
That the Iſraelites might ſee it, and know it tor their 
Good: That all the Inhabitants of Canaan might be 
ſtruck into a Panic; and indeed, that his Name might 
be declared throughout all the Earth. For he intended, 
that theſe his mighty Works ſhould never be forgotten 
among Men, ſo long as the Sun and Moon ſhould endure. - 
Methinks, I behold Moſes, on the other Side of the 
Red Sca, ſtanding ſafe on the Shore, while the Carcaſes 
of the Egyptians, their broken Chariots, their drowned 
Horſes, Part ſunk to the Bottom, and Part floating upon 
the Sea, and ſcattered along the Coaſts. —Fhere He 
ſtands— He looks back—He ſurveys the gracious, the 
dreadſul, the glorious Work of the God of Abraham, 
from the Day he ſaw the burning Buſh in the Wilderneſs of 
Horeb, and received his Commiſſion to act in this grand 
Affair. —Fharaoh's haughty Temper, his impious, co- 
vetous, tyrannical, deceitful Conduct, all riſe clear o his 


View. — The aſtoniſning Works of the God of Iſrael, 


His righteous Vengeance on his Foes, His ſelf- moving 
Goodneſs and ſovereign Grace to the Iſraelites, torn away 
from their Idols, and delivered out of the Hoaſe of Bon- 
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dage, all fill his aſtoniſhed Soul; and the powerful Im- 
preſſions penetrate the Centre of his Heart. He looks 
forward too to the promiſed Canaan, to which the Al- 
mighty had now undertaken to lead them, and imagines 
what Terror the News of all theſe Things would ſpread 
c_ all the Land. Inſpired with theſe Views, ra- 
vi with the Glory of the God of Ifrael, charmed with 
22 and Beauty of the divine Conduct, He ſpake, 

ying, 

1 f will fing unto the Lon p, for he hath triumphed 
* glorfoully; the Horſe and his Rider hath he thrown 
into the Sca. The Loa is my Strengih and Song, 
and he is become my Salvation: He is my Gov, aud 
«« I will prepare him an Habitation ; my Father's God 
« and 1 will exalt him. Thy right Hand, O Lord, 
is become glorious in Power; thy right Hard, O 
„ Load, hath daſhed in Pieces the Enemy. And in the 
* Greatneſs of thine Excellency thou haſt overthrown 
« them that roſe up again thee. Thou ſenteſt fo. th 
thy Wrath, which conſumed them as Stubble.— Wh 
is like unto thee, O Lord, among the Gods? Who 
* is like unto thee, glorious in Holineſs, fearful in 
«- Praiſes, doing Wonders ?—— Thou in thy Mercy haſt 
led forth the People which thou haſt redeemed. — The 
« People ſhall hear, and be afraid : Sorrow ſhall take 
hold on the Inhabitants of Paleſtine.— All the In- 
% habitants of Canaan ſhall melt away. Fear and Dread 
* ſhall fall upon them; by the Greatneſs of thine Arm 
« they ſhall be as till as a Stone: Till thy People paſs 
% over, O Loa p, till the People paſs over, which thou 
has purchaſed. —— The Loup ſhall reign for ever and 
„ ever.“ 

And while Moſes thus ſang the Praiſes of God, the ſu. 
| Monarch of the Univerſe, and celebrated his glo- 
rious Triumph over Pharaoh and all his Idol-Gods; fo 
raviſhed with the Wiſdom, Glory and Beauty of the 
divine Conduct, as to be even more aitached to his Honour 
and Intereſt than ever, and even the better prepared to 
conduct with that fteady Fidelity thro? all the future Trials 
of his Life, always true to God, and heartily concerned to 
ſec the Honour of his great Name ſecured ; I ſay, while 
Moles was full of theſe diviue Views aud TIempers on this 


grand 
® Exod, XV, 
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grand Occaſion, all Egypt were in profound Darkneſs : 
aud theſe Diſpenſations, ſo bright and glorious in the 
View of Moſcs, to them appeared gloomy as Death. 
- And if theſe Diſpenſations of divine Providence, which 
to the Egyptians appeared ſo dark and gloomy, to Moles 
appeared ſo full of divine Wiſdom, Beauty and Glory; 
how know we, but that God's whole Plan of Govern- 
ment, how dark ſocver it may now appear to a revolted 
World, under God's Diſpleaiure, may to Saiuts and 
Angels, after the general Judgment, appear perfect in 
Wildom, Glory and Beauty, and be Mater of "their 
eternal Delight and Praiſe, But to proceed, 

4. Lo other Inftauces of the Wiſdom of God in the 
Permiſſion of Sin. | 

The Ifſraclites having thus eſcaped the Hands of 
Ph:wraoh, and recovered th tr Liherty, had it been left to 
them to direct their March, aud point out their futnre 
Fortunes, they might pernaps Fave thought it beſt, chat 
being led on directly to the Land of Canaan, they ſhould 
by the mighty Power of God have been put into an im- 
- mediate Poſſeſſion, to be followed with Scenes of Fealting, 
Joy and Mirth, never to be interrupted. 

But God, who knew their Hearts, who knew how 
deeply tainted they were with the Idolatries and Manners 
of Egypt, and how high a Reliſh they had to ſenſual Plea- 
ſures, might eafily foreſee how all Senſe of the true God 
would ſoon be loſt in the Midſt of ſuch Profperity, and 
they become no better than the ejected Canaanites. Be- 
ſides, he ſaw that iu almoſt every Reſpe& they were as 
yet unprepared to enter the promiied Land. And alfo he 
deſigned them for our Enſample-, and his Diſpenſations 
towards them for the Inſtruction of Mankind to the End 
of the World. — Wherefore let us a'tend to the divine 
Conduct. and behold the manifold Wiſdom of God. 

He had torn them away from their Idols, their Leeks, 
their Onions, and their Fleſh-Pots ; to which they were 
ſtupidly attached. He had ſent to them by Moſes, and 
commanded, ** that they ſhould caſt away every Man the 
* Abominations of his Eyes, and not defile themſelves 
* with the Idols of Egypt any more; for that he, him- 
« ſelf, was the Lon p their Gop.” _— But although the 
Thunder of divine Wrath; Fo dreadfully roared through- 
out all the Land of Egypt among the Egyptians, = 


Language and Tongue to ſerve him: And Satan ſhall 
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God was now in a miraculous Manner working their De- 
liverance ; yet, even now they rebelled againit the Lord, 
and would not hearken unto him. They did not every 
„Man caſt away the Abominations of their Eyes, neither 
did they ſorſake the Idols of Egypt.” Wherefore God 
ſaid, *<I will pour out my Fury upon them, to accompliſh Y 
mine Anger upon them in the L. lidſt of the Land of 

« Egypt.”* But then God confidered what the Egypti- _ 
ans would ſay to ſuch a Diſpeniation of Providence, and 
how it would te mifinterpieted through all Nations and 
Ag&.—— Wherefore he wrought for his great Name's 
40 „ before the Heathen, 
22 hey were in whoſe Sight God in- 
4% tend N . 

« bri 


to make himſelf known to the Iſraelites, by 
ngins them out of the Land of Egypt.“ f And 
therefore inſtead of the Deftrugion they 


y intolerable, 
that he might force them irom their Idols, and drive them 
ing them ftill more to their 


Burdens, to make their Bondage abſolute! 


-® If when God met with ſuch infinite Provocations at the Hands 
of the Hebrews, he could vet find in his Heart to proſecute his 
Deſign, and accompliſh his Promiſe to Abraham, that to his Seed 


the Earth for his Poſſeſſion; and bring every People, _ 
* 


* 4 ; 


i _ on Earth, for : Thouſand 3 * 
ſtacles, no Diſcouragements, no Provocations, no Difficulties, 
whatever Kind, or however great, can hinder God from the 
Accompliſhment of the glorious Deſigns of his Grace.----He re- 
geemed Ifracl out of Egypt, altho' he ſaw what they were then, 
and what they would be in all ſuture Times.----Yea, he has given 
his Sow, and that to the Death of the Crofs, in Order to carry on 
his Defigns.---- And what will not Con ALm1GaTy then do? - 
ALWIGHTINESS, ſo INFINITELY engaged, cannot, and will aus 
be fruſtrated, + Ezek, Xx. 5--9 | 
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to have polluted it, and to have diſhonoured. 
heir Abominations.*® —, 
ings and Rebellions of the 
was the fullet De- 


8 8 
wh 
: 

5: 
== 
I. 
2 


7 = 
5 


oſes been ſent of God, and ſupported too b 


F 


have accompliſhed the Deſign. They, 


in. Nor could the Children of Iſrael, how 


? 


11 


ges, ever once ſcruple whether Moſes were in- 
t of God, after ſuch a Scene of Wonders for 
together. Nor does it appear, chat the divine 


1 


gation of Moſes was ever called in Queſtion by that 


whenever hey read over the Law of Moſes, to- 


Right to command, their Obligations to 


ing therein held forth; but might behold all theſe 
exemplified, in a moſt ſtriking Manner, in a Series of 


Facrs. Let them but view the divine Conduct in Egypt, 


the 


ed Sea, in the Wilderneſs, &c. and it would give 

oft lively Picture of the Divine Nature ; for 
Here they had the HISTORY of the Derry.—And let 
them view the Conduct of the Iſraelites, from firſt 10 lat, 
and it would give them a moſt lively Picture of human, 


Nature: For here they had it afted out to the Life. And 


G6 3 God's 

If it was wiſe in God fo to Order, that the Iſraelites ſhould be. 
effed abuve an Hundred ans before their Deliverance, uf 
paſs through ſoch great | | 
Entrance into the Holy Land z how know we hut it may be wiſe, 
chat the Chriſtian Church in general, and we in New-England in 


| — ſhould piſs thr ugh very dark and trying Times, tor a 


Sensen, before God begins to Werk Deliverance, in that re- 
markable Manner, which may be expected at the vihering in the 


ori ous Days. To be ſure, there ſcems to be a Foundation laid for 


ext Diftreffes, ard of long ( ontinuanct, fur our ſintul Land. 
fo, than to be beit to ſleep on, fecure in Sin. Nothing fo 


in Wickedneſs and 


 Sreadivi, as to be gi to urity, and 
2 0 222 carnal Security, ſuffered to go 


ptian Notions and Tempers, into the Holy. - 


of the Divinity of the Jewiſh Religion. For, 


they were, and how apt ſoever to fall into 5. 


great Evil of Sin, from the Law of Moſes, 


s froty Years more, before their 


Interpoſition of ALuicuny Power, it had been im- | 
ſurely have deſerted him, and returned to Egypt - 


„ 


the Hiſtory interſperſed in thoſe ſacred Books, 


= Thi Wispon ff Gov, e. 
| God's Right to Command, their Obligations to obey, and 
the gear Grit of Sin are ſet in the ſtrongeſt Light. Nor 
| of theſe Tranſactions confined to 
thoſe Ages: Gor all theſe Thing happened and were 
written for our Inſtruction, on whom the Ends of the 
World are come. God is flill the fame; and ſo is human 
Nature wo. For as Face aufoers w Face in a Glafs, fo 
does the Heart of Man to Man. O the Depth cf the 
Wiſdom and Knowledge of God! Of whom, and by 
: whom, and to whom are UW Things; to whom belongs 
 \ Glory for ever And how know we but that the 
4 1 1e \AS 
were theſe now in our View. 
To concede dels four Remarks be well attended 
1. That in all theſe Inftances of God's permitting Sin, 
be had a View to the Manifeſtation of himſelf. 
; him to act out his Heart; and fo to 
what he was, and how he ſtood affected: And he in- 


- Particularly, I defire the viii 
ce Dentronomy may red i hs View. 
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In the PxxuIss1oN of Six. 
SERMON II. 
GEuzsts L. 20. 
— thought Evil againfl Me; but God meant it 


Ne- ispo conſiſts in ä the beſt End. 
W 


aun Sane © nds oanctar 

attain it. 

The Mes31 an bad been promiſed to our 

$$$ firſt Parents, about Two Thoufand Years 

S — —— 

: np: But were greatly unprepared 

for fo an Keont. They did not know that they were 

in a fallen State, and that they needed a Redeemer and 

a Sanctiſier. They neither knew God, nor themſelves 

they nected o bring them right: And 11 

to were un 

ſtupid Idolatry. And had God iuffered them all to have 

taken their own Courſe, till the Mzs$1an's Birth, Ipno- 

rance and Depravity would have riſen to ſuch a Height, 
| 25 to have rendered Mankind wholly uoprepared for the 

Golpel Diſpenſation. 

Wherefore God muſt interpoſe, and ſome Method muſt 
be taken to check the univerſal Spread of Idolatry and 
Ignorance, and to revive the Knowledge of the true God, 

And of the Law of Nature; and to make Mankind ſenfible 
of their Depravity, of their Guilt and IIl-deſert, and 


rr and to prepare the 


Way for the Coming of Chriſt, and the Erection of his 
Apiritual Kingdom. REY 
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With theſe Views, about Two Thouſand Years befare 
the Birth of the Massian, God called Abram from Ur 
of the Chaldees, and ſeparated 
and choſe his Seed to be his People; that in his 
| with them, he might bear a public Teſtimouy 
again Jdolatry, in the Sight of all the Nations of the 

3 and at the Time exhibit a moſt exact Picture 
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fold, and had Jacob continued to 
Canaan, with bis Family, and had 
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anaanites mean while dying off, 
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exiraordinary Interpoſi 
fore mentioned Ends could have been anſwered. Yea, 
apparently have been the urmoſt Danger, that 
And God might 
the Caſe; and 
and his Seed whol 
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Idolatry; a proper Scene opens in the View 
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ually increaſed, until they had 


him from an idolatrous 1 
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where all his Wonders 
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: Obedience, than that. As it is written. What could 
| © have been done more to my Vineyard, that I have not 


« done in it!?“ | 
+ Yea, it was a Plan not only ſuited to be beneficial in 
5 but in all ſucceeding Generations: And that 
Inſtances than can well be chumerated. Particu- 
as furniſhed us with a His roa r of the Deir v, 
His roar of xuman Narva: Such a 
as is indeed of infinite Value. For every Thi 
_ by which the Mind is inſtru 
y, and the Heart reached more effectually, 
in any other Way. | 


4: 
I 


= 
„ 


LE 
E 


5H. 


it is ſo difficult for us in this benighted 
juſt Conceptions, is brought upon the 


F 
1 
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he acts out his Nature before our Eyes, with 
ſet his true Character in a clear and ſtriking 
we fee, as it were with our Eyes, how he 
ned whatſoever came to paſs; how he laid out 


if 


: 


the whole ſelling of Joſe ph to his Advaace- 
ment, and ing down into Egypt; and how 
they brought into Bondage, and 
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certainly determined, as was ever the Nature of any Thing 
in the natural World, by the great Sir {/aac Newton. + 
So that, on theſe, as well as many other Accounts, that 
Plan was not only for the Honour of God, and Good of 
the Iſraclites ; but for the Benefit of Mankind in all ſuc - 
Aud how know we but chat it was by the in- 
finitely wiſe God, as a little Kind of Picture, in which 
we might fee, in Miniature, the Nature of God's Go-- 
r and the Reaſons of 
is permitting Sin and Miſery to enter into the World he 
had made ?—— Which brings me, | 
- S:conDLY, After having viewed the Wiſdom of God in 
the Permiſſion of Sin, in various plain Inſtances, to pro- 
Ceed to ſearch into the Wiſdom of God, in Eves 
permitting Sin and Miſery to enter into the World. And, 
1. As all God's Works are uniform, ſo we may juſtly 
from the Wiſdom and Beauty of particular Parts, to 
the Wiſdom and Beauty of the Whole. As God's Nature 
is always the ſame, and as he always acts like himſelf; fo 
therefore his Works are always harmonious and conſiſtent. 
So that if we cau fee the Wiſdom of God in the Permiſſion 
of Sin in ſome Inftances, we may juſtly argue to his Wiſ- 
dom in his whole grand Scheme.—Yea, and from the 
_ Wiſdom, a treat er eaten. 


+ OnJzcTrion. © But it can never be that the true 
% Character of human Nature, in general, can be decided from the 
« perverſe Conduct of the Iſraclites in the Wilderneſs.” 
Anzswzez. Was not their Conduct, then, of a Piece with the 
ed Vows, win Gay Ge ce EEE ES 

_— =_ anduQ, from « forward, 
crucified the Son of God? Acts vii. 51, 52. * F 

UD. If it was ; yer it is mot tobe — that every Nation 
= would have been fo wicked and perverſe, as the Jews were, if 
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that God's grand Scheme is per- 
en in Wil dom, 1 although it be ſo 
r as to confound our Underſtand- 
i wo exntaty know that God's Works are all 
un, and of Goes is ene Gacli Pure het we <a 00- 
derſtand and comprehend, and if we fee this is perfect 
wiſe, we may be aſſured the Whole is ſo too; alt 
1 when we try to look into it, we feel our Minds quite 
1 | overwhelmed with its incomprehenſible Greatneſs. 
2. Yea, were there no ular Inſtance, in which 
we could ſee the Wiſdom of God in the Permiſſion of Sin, 
yet from thg Perſections of the divine Nature alone, we 
have ſuch fall Evidence, that He muſt always act in the 
_ wiſeſt and beſt Manner, as that we ought not in the leaſt 
to doubt it. 
+ In the Days of Eternity , long before the Foundation of 
the World, this Syſtem now in Exiſtence, and this Plan 
which now takes Place, and all other poſſible Syſtems, and 
all other poſſible Plans, more in Number perhaps than the 
very on the Sea Shore, all equally lay open to the 
divine View, and one as eaſy to Almightineſs as 
He had his Choice: He had none to but himſelf: 
- Befides him there was no Being: He had a perſectiy 
; Takte and nothing wo bias bis Judgment, and was i 
in Wiſdom : This he choſe; and this, of all 
Syſiems, 2 was the beit, infinite Wiſdom and 
perfect Rectitude being Jud If therefore the Whole 
| rr 
Children of four Years old, yet we ought firmly to be- 


Bere the Whole to be perſect in Wiſdom, Glory, nd 


3. But if all God's Works are uniform, as has been 
ſaid, we may not only argue from the Wiſdom of parti - 
cular Parts, to the Wiſdom of the Whole ; but alſo from 

| I as of pups Fans, vo 


700 the Whole, although the 
great for our 6 And fo here 
is a Clue, which will lead us into a right View of the true 
rk yſtem, and help us, at leaſt, 
to partial View of the Wiſdom, Glory, and Beauty 
| of the Whole. 4 
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4. And 


come into Exiſtence, and, from ſmall Beginnings, are to 
ere 
his moral Government of the World, che 

| of | ich will afford the moſt intenſe Delight 
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phors and Allaſions are chuflantly 
brought by Chrift and: his Apoſtles, to 
uluſtrate ſpiritual and divine Things; as well as from the 


inning, and who deſigned t : 
Stage of Action for moral Agents, ſo to order 


% 


5. Yea, we may venture to affirm, that of Ne 

it muſt be the Caſe, that the Nature of the Parts will cer- 
tainly ſhew the Nature of the Whole, in a moral Syſtem, 

cedcr the Government of kim whe is Oy The Tg 
To-day, and for ever. For, while he conſtantly acts bke 
himfelf, his wh:le Condua will be of a Piece, always 
like itſelf; and fo one Part of it will illaftrate the Nature 

of another: And ſo from the Knowledge of the Nature . 
of various Parts, we may certainly argue to the 
the Whwle. As, let us but obſerve diligently a 
Man, who is aniform and in his Way 


we 
ledge of his Temper in general; 
govern him. 
us but attend to the divine Conde®, as recorded 
Book which may juſtly be denominated the Hiſtory 
the Deity, and nder imo his Views and Defigns, in 
_ ticular Inflances of his Conduct, as there jntimated : 
we may wich ſufficient Certainty determine his moral Cha- 
raQer, and the general Natureand of his whole Plan. 

- Shew me, therefore, his Views and Deſigns in ſuffering 
to be (old, Iſrael to be oppreſſed, Pharaoh to harden 
his Heart, Iſrael to murmur and rebel and fall in the 
Wilderneſs ; and let me into the Wiidom of his ConduR, 
in theſe particular Parts of his grand Scheme; and then 
aſſure me that the whole Syſtem is by the ſame 
infinitely wiſe Being ; and how can | doubt the Wiidom 
of the Whole, while 1 behold the Wiſdom of theſe par- 
ticular Parts? Or how can I be at a Loſs for the general 
Nature of the Whole, while I behold the Nature of theie 
icolar — and firmly belicve that God always acts 
himſelf, and keeps up I — 
r ek 
ever occur in his moral Government of the World. 

” » 6. If, therefore, the Plan which infinite Wiſdom con- 
| trived to bring Jacob's Family into Egypt, and from 
| thence h the Red Sea and Wilderneſs into Canaan, 
in which ſo much Sin was permitted, and fo much Miſery 
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endured, was, all Things conbdercd, the wiſct and bet; 


22 exaQtly ſuited to ſet all the Ferfections of God 
| leſt and ſtrongeſt 


lrongeſt Point of Light, and at the ſame 
Time to unmaſk their , and ſet their abſolute De- 
pendance on God, and great Obligations to him, and the 
infinite Eval of din, in ſuch a Light, as had the moſt 
Tendency to induce them, with penitent, 
umble, broken Hearts, in an entire Self-diffi 


„ 0 
3 only in God, and be wholly devoted to 
to fear him, and love him, EAI 


Ways, and keep all his Commands, ſecking his Glory: 
I fay, if that Plan was the wiſeſt, that could have been 
contrived to anſwer theſe Ends; and ſo the beſt ſuited to 
promote the Glory of God, and the beſt Good of the I- 
raelites; and to anſwer many noble Ends in that Age, and 
in all ſucceeding Generations :—Such, no Doubt, muſt be 
the Whole of God's moral Government cf the World ; in 
which immenſely great Plan, ſo much Sin is permitted, 


—— 2 — i. e. It muſt be the beſt con- 
trived Scheme poſſible, to advance the Glory of God, and 


the beſt Good of the moral Syſtem. 
I am ſenſible, there are many Onjzecr1085, which 


"will be apt to ariſe in the Reader's Mind, and which are 


of being put into a very plauſible Dreſs, and 


which, at firſt Sight, may ſeem to appear quite unanſwer- 5 | 
able. Nor am I unwilling they ſhould be ſet in their 


Krongelt Light. Tis beſt to look on all Sides, and that 
wath the utmoſt Care and Impartiality. And every honeſt 


Reader, who ſincerely deſiu es to know the Truth, to un- 
derſtand the Reaſons of the divine Conduct, and to ſee 


the Wiſdom, Glory, and Beauty of his univerſal Plan, 
will be naturally diſpoſed to look up to Heaven and ſay, 
* © thou Father of Lights, thou Fountain of all Know- 


© - ſenſible that we lack Wiſdom, and encouraged 


y gracious Invitation, we come to Thee, who 
e liberally to all that aſk, nor upbraideſt, nor 
« ase Heme of 


« Chriſt—Open thou our Eyes, that we may fee the 


« Wiſdom of thy Governmeat, and behold the Beaury of 
4 thy Conduct, that we may not only juſtify thy Ways 
„ to men; but ſtill, more than ever, love and fear that 
* fearful and glorious Name of thine, the Lon p our 
* Gop!”—PFor, there is not one Point. ae, wc 


.. K. ̃ᷣ ß on alot. Ad 


. to his Will: 


| | ance darko Perſon, which, inthe Reſult hve prove 
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vealed Religion, Da as 
Tuts. Therefore we y need to have our Hearts 
and our Mi enlightened by divine Grace; 
that, with a Taſte, I Judgment, we 
may ſearch into the hidden Myfteries of God's great and 


. | 
1. ** How could it be for the Honour of the ſupreme 
«« Lord and Governor of the Univerſe, to ſuffer Satan, 


| 22 Enemy, by his Lies, to deceive, ſeduce, and 


ſuade innocent Man to rebel againſt his ſacred 
Help, and fubjeRt himſelf and all bis Race to Death 
% and Ruin?” 

2. How could it be to the beſt Good of the moral 
« Syſtem, that this lower World, inſtead of being in 
«© habited by a Race of incarnate Angels, ever celebrating 
the Praiſes of their great Creator, perfectly happy in 
20 his Image and Favour, ſhould fink down into fo near a 
% Reſemblance to Hell, in Wickedneſs and Woz? O how 
« infinitely better would it have been, if inſlead of Sin 
% and Miſery here, and eternal Pains of Hell hereafter, 
to be ſuffered by ſuch innumerable Mulütudes, all had 
« been for ever holy and happy!” | 

3. « How can it be made to appear, that Sin and 


ien were at all needful, much Jeſs abſolutely 


„ neceſſary, in 2 Ui holy and happy, io 
« anſwer any valuable Ends ? Would it not be to limit 


_ «<< the Holy Ox of Iſrael, to ſay, That he could find out 


| «« render the Syſtem holy and happy?” Beſides, 


4. If God wills Sin, then it ſeems, Sin is 
And if from all Eternity he decreed the 
«© Miſery of his Creatures, then it ſeems their Milery 
% ſuits him. Both which, as is granted on all Hands, 
6 are directly contrary to Reaſon and to Scrip 
+ Before we attempt a direct Anſwer to theſe ObjcQioas, 
let three or four Things be premi ſed. 15 
1. Be it fo, that God's permitting Sin and Miſery to 
enter into the World, appears to us ever fo dark; ye: this 
I — ment at all againſt the Wiſdom, Glory, and 
the divine Conduct in this Affair. For, there 
OG in all Appear- 
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Nor do the Inhabitants of Heaven think the 
. the Permiſſion and 


. 
heavenly Hoſts repreſented as in the higheſt Extaſy of Joy, 
on Occaſion of the Deſtruction of myſtical Babylon; which 
yet, no doubt, when it comes to paſs, will a ear inex- 
preflibly dark and gloomy to the Pore, and his Party; 
CI ny Fern Saints in Countries 
| 0 
N. Tea, 
- 3. When I think over former Dif of Pro- 
vidence,—' 's Aﬀair, and how dark it a to 
Caſe of the Iſraelites in fore Bondage in Egypt, 
and how dark it to Moſes fled into Midian—And 
that this Jacob, and this Moſes, were the beſt of Men, and 
the Favourites of Heaven; and yet the divine Conduct to 
them was abſolutely unaccountable— And as I look 


py I can think of other Inſtances of the 
like after another, ** 


1 1. 1. 


— WV. 4 1 - 1 A P's 


ve are very far 


* 
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Axion of Chriſt ; the moſt horrid Sin that ever was com- 
mitted: An Affair exceedin dark to the Diſciples, the 
beſt of Men then in the World, and who were even ready, 
Things looked fo dark, to ive up all Hopes of his being 
the Meſh : 1 fay, hes Tong fider theſe, .. 


conclude, that if the 5 d and eee | 


Earth were entirely unable to ſolve the forementioned 
Difficulcies, relative to the Permiſſion of Sin, yet it would 


a. 
N oc haven ans 


31 able the ObjeQions may ſeem to be, yet we have 
ſtrict Demonſtration, that, of all poſſible Plana, this us 
the beſt. For, before the Foundation of the World, it 
was at God's Election, to create, or not to create: And 
of all poſſible Syſtems, he had his Choice; nor was there 
any Thin 
ſhould a Miſtake: All Things were open and naked 
before him; he knew which was the beſt, and he choſe 
this; and therefore, this, to him appeared preferable to 
any other; and therelore it was really the beſt. 

And what then if we are ace fully able 6 tra. hs 
Difficulties ? Is it not altogether reaſonable to conclude, 
that it is owing to our not ſeeing the whole Plan, or 0 
our Want of a Taſte, or both? It is certain, that 
a full View of the whele Plan. We 
came into Exiſtence, as it were, but Yeſterday. We are 


When we enter into the eternal World, if this ſhort Period 


is well ſpent, we may hope to have our intellectual Powers | 
quite awake, and to be in a better Capacity to ſearch into 
the Nature, and diſcern the Beauties of God's eternal 


Kingdom. And beſides the Narrowneſs of our 
Views, our Taſte too, 1s at preſent much vitiated. #The 
beſt of Men in this World are far from that higb Reliſh 
of moral Beauty, which is needful to render them 
Judges, on a Pian ſo altogether holy and divine, as this 
muſt certainly be. And while we are conſcious to our- 
ſelves, that, with Peter, we are apt to ** ſavour, not the 
* Things which be of God: but the Things which be of 
„ Men: And that our Minds lie under many Biaſſes and 
Prejudices ; * 


to bias his Judgment; nor wat it pollible he 


=— 


juſt emerging out of Non-entity. We Kill border ow 
„ We are but half awake, if fo much. 
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ſay, while we are conſcious to this 
to this mean, narrow, ſelfiſh Tem 
feel ourtelves ſo much untooch'd with the infinite. 
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„ his Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs 
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4 That would be our true Iatereſt. And inſtead f 
ſeeing the Wiſdom and Juflice of God in his Di tions 
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thenalow 
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and the Whole of the divine Conduct 


dark and unaccountable, to the higheſt 
Had the liraclites been thoroughly ſenſib 


: SQ 
5 by 
. 7 
4 J 
= \ 
” * 2 ad 
; 3 


— 


; their 

I Mu ; and 

they appeared in the Sig God 

the Juſtice of the divine Conduct would, by them, have 
been eaſily ſeen. And chat would Ways wo. Tis, fac 
have ſeen the Wiſdom of his W fit, fuck 
«« Wreiches as we, ſhould be the promiſed 
Land, and that our Carcaſes ſhould lin this Wilder 


11 


< nels. And righteous art thou, O 14 
9 41 bo wngg No Wonder the Earth 5 
rennen 
in a Moment, who are guilty of ſuch 
* 3 The Honour of the divine Majeſty requires 
this Severity. And even the Good of our Polterity 
* makes it neceſſary.” Ahus would they have thought. — 
Nor can enbumblcd. obſtinate Sinners ever diſcern the 
Wiidom and Beaoty of the divine Government in general, 
until firſt their uncircumciſed Hearts are humbled, and 
they cordial] ove of the Juſtice of God's Law, by 
* they 8 are ** born again. 
—— As it is written, Except a Man be born again, 
be cannot fee oy of God.” For it is the ' 
« pure in Heart,” and they only, that “ ſhall 6E God.” 
For the natural Man,“ u ho is deſtituic of a ſpiritual, 
 boly, divive Taſte, . difcerneth not the Things of the 
« Spirit of God,” ——ſeeth not the divine Beauty of the 
Law, or of the Goſ for the ſame Reaſon is blind 
w the Wiſdom, Glory, and Beauty of God's univerſal 
Plan. So very blind, that the full and clear Revelation 
to be made ot it at the Day of Judgment, how convinc- 
ing ſoever it may be to their Reaſon and Conſcience, will 
be far from ſuiting their Hearts. Nor will the Beauty 
and Amiableneſs of it be by them ever diſcerned. For as 
the obſtinate Iſraelites, u hole Carcaſes fell in the Wilder- 
2 never ſow the Beauty of God's Conduct towards 
; fo neither will thoſe, who die im- 
penitet, ere oe the Bexory and Glory of GoT's cited 
'K But in Heaven it will be ſeen. 
To conclude, As all the hard Thoughts of the divine 
| Condud, GO aaa} - - 


— 2 
5 = 


* 


renewed and ſancti ed by divine Grace; 
deavour to enlarge our Views of God's uni 
and ſcarch into the Nature of the divine Government, 
and the glorious Deſigus and noble Ends which infinite 
Wiſdom bt in View, and will at laſt accompliſh. 


And as the BinLs contains an authzatic Hiſtory of the 
Conduct of the Deity, for a long Series of many Hundred - 
Tears; and by prophetic Repreſentations, to our 
View Things yet to come 1o paſs, as far down as to the 
End of the World, and the general Jud 
Conſummation of all Things ; fo hither 


ont Gop ; and that ke is 
according to his Pleaſure in 


Earth; | | 
both and bad. — And it is ſuppoſed, 
Ss — 2 in lai. xlv. Py # | 
1 8 Perfia, where the fore - mentioned Notion of two 

| Gods, anciently prevailed, were defigned in expreſs Con- 
tradiQtion to that Doctrine. I am the Loa n, and there 


1 * is none elſe. 1 form Light, and create Darkness: 1 


make Peace, and create Evil: I che Lozxp do all theſe 
** Things.“ 


Some, who 


— 
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re 

the ConduR of free Bot it is enough for us 
2 we have Hundreds of 

enges of God's Fore kaouledg of the 


free Agents, and that it is a Doctrine con - 
and inculcated in the Bible.“ a 


Agents, without deſtroying their free Agency, and turn- 

them into intelligent Machines, uncapable of Virtue, 

of Vi „ 
it 


ice. 

that it is contrary y gs 

which teach us, that Man Chriſt 
Ad capable of 


, was a free Agent, 
— nr ſo that 


| fully, has 
nor on NIN denied the Exornity of 


Eat it is enough for us, to confute this 

that inflead of its being taught in Scripture, 

contrary to what thoſe infallible Writings affirm, in 
plain, and expreſs, and repeated, as could 


ever fo fully in the Belief of the Eternity of Hell- Tor- 
ments. Of which, more afterwards. 3 
But it will be ſaid, « If God certainly forcknew that 
Man would fall, unleſs he interpoſed, and undertook 
for their Safety: And if it was in his Power to have 
done it: And if Millions would be eternally miſerable 
in Hell, it he did it not: Why did not he interpoſe and 


he could not fin; 2+ are alſo all the Saints and An no- 


orments, and affirmed the univerſal Salvation of Pl | 


if God had intended to eſtabliſh us 


„ undertake ?“ Not, 1 dare ſay, for Want of For- 


thou ght, or of a thorough weighing of the Affair, with F 
all + or aig For he had had the Whole in full 
View, from eternal Ages. —Nor will any pretend, it was 


abſolutely without any End at all: Por an infnily wile . 


3 a ww 
See in — 1 
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grand Scheme will open to our View, and afford Matter of 
the ſweeteſt Contemplation, and moſt divine thro? 
eternal / — ice we are but ; 
Non- have ſo very (mall aa Acquaintance with 
88 and ſo feeble and weak a L aſte, ſo poor a 
Diſcernment of what is moſt beautiful and beſt, it muſt 
not ſeem to us, CENT 
— dy Yet that it is 


Z Scriptures 
daily, Lady e dere of che beg. and lift up our Eyes 
to Heaven for divine 1 ht and laftruQtion. 


in all the Way we go. 
1. A crand and noble THEATRE was crefied by 
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Hom 2nd Goodnck of the caran Erannas. And how 
know we but that the intellectual Syſtem, reduced to ſo 
Near a Reſemblance of a Chacs, by the Revolt and pre- 


; in the next Place, Man, a noble Creature, an in 
— 11 moral Action, a 


proper Subject of moral 

and placed 

aud made 

Man in 

<< he him 

God 

<< and iply, and repleniſh the Earth, and ſubdue it ; | 
2 a. of a ton. and oer 
de Fowl of the Air, and. over every living Thing that 
£1) 
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infinitely [on his Maker, with all his 
and to be for ever in SubjeRion to his Authority, 
obedient to his Will. Aud this was eee ouly il Ding: 
but ſuch was his Make, that it would have afforded 
the moſt refined Pleaſure and Delight. Therefore let it be 
repeated again, that God, bis Creator, bad done well by bis 
Creature * And if, after all this, he thou fall 
from God, it muſt be his own Fault ; nor could he zany 
_———— but 10 bak under 


his everlaſting Di Therefore, 

Of Courſe his everl ang Weltar mul depend 0 hi 
good Behaviour. And there been no Covenant 

- Conſtitution at all, 1 ya 
according to that it would have become the moff High 
moral Governor and Judge of the World, in Cale of the 
Rebellion cf his Creature, Man, to have teftified his high 
Diſpleaſure againſt his Crime, in his ever Deſtruc- 
ton. For the Wages of Sin is Death. The Honour of 
the Deity would have called for ſuch a Puniſhment, as well 
as the Good of the intelligent Syſtem, that all might hear 
r . 


And thas allo God did <vell by his Creatare, Man, in 
the Capacity of his moral Governor. He let him know 
his great Obligations to Obedience: How much he inlifted 

Ties How highly he ſhould reſent his Diſobedience : 
Tha: be would ca#l im, nets out of his Favour, and 
out of Paradiſe, but out of his World: Would even 
him to Death, and ſend his guilty Soul, under the divine 


Diſpleaſure, naked, forlorn, undone, to everlaſting Def- . 


and Woe, no Hope being given of any Relief. nou 
= SURELY DiE.—— And what more. could God 
„ as his moral Governor, to have prevented his 


Apoltacy 
* Wer How was it pofible for Man, create in Cochholy ad : 
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Apoſtacy and Ruin.—— lf aſter all this he wouid venture 
to diſobey, muſt he not be for ever inexcuſable ? 
gen gr rele pre boi err bog oh 
enough, id enough; might, becoming bi 
Character, as his Lord — King, not only — but 
reaſonably expect Obedience, and juſtly ſuſpend his ever- 
laſting Welfare on that Cundition. Yea, he judged, that 
as Governor of the World, it became him to do ſo, that 
he might ſecure bis own Rights, and maintain the Honour 
of his Authority. Nor did he look upon himſelf obliged 
to be his Keeper, and become Surety for him, and under- 
take to preſerve him from Sin, by his conſtant Inter- 
— But judged, he might, having done enough and 
id enough, now leave him to his own Choice, as having 
all needful Qualifications to render him a proper Subject 
_ of moral Government, having ſufficient internal Abilities, 
and ſufficient ourward Advantages to know and do his 
Duty. And accordingly God did leave him to his Choice, 
te was deceived by Satan's Lies,---broke the divine 
aw. and fell into Ruin, As the Event, — 4p" 
- third Chapter of Genejis, ſufficiently proves.—But 
and his Thos were guilcleſs. a 
5. Our firſt Parents Deſign in eating of the forbidden 
Fruit, was, to make a ſurprizing Advance in Knowledge 
and Happineſs; not by ſuch flow Degrees as they had 
before expeRtcd, but at once to become as Gods. Deceived 
by Satan's Lies, captivated by this Temptation, the Fruit 
alſo appearing pleaſant to the Eye, and good for Food, 
| 'S was to bring Di upon Go 
Ruin upon Mo and then to lift up himſelf, exult and 
triumph in his Deed. Being an inveterate Enemy to God, 
and to all Good; and having a peculiar Spite at Man,* 
nothing could pive him greater Joy, than to rum a new- 
made World, which, as it appeared to him, God had 
created for the Honour of — m 
© miftri irits, to miniſter to 
thoſe E — (E bs And, perhaps, 
EU nr — — 
and his numerovs Race. Perhaps * think his $08 de- 
Erading, for one ſo ſuperior to Man, as he perceived himſcli to be. 
© be thus employed, And fo Pride, his firtt Sin, migtt take 
Occaſion to riſe in his Heart. 66 


- 


of happy Abode for his Creature, Man 
ſee God's Subject defere his rightiul Sovereign 
Nr A 

d join with him; to ſee God's Au 
and himſelf obeyed : I fay, to w fe God 
diſappointed, diſhonoured, Man ruin 
Creation ſpoiled, while he himſelf is — . 


- 


nr 
1 


5 


honoured, ould perfectly ſuit the Devil's Heart, fo full 
of Pride, of Enmity againſt God, and III-will to Man. 


God's Deſign, i in permitting Satan * 
this moſt helliſh Attempt, was, that he 


fion to bring more Honour to God, and to ma 
Part of the Creation more humble, — * 
And finally, as effectually to dilappoint Satan 
Schemes, as was Pharaoh, when he and his 
overwhelmed in the Bottom of the Red Sea. 
Deſign, for the Encouragement of our firſt a Parents, was 
hinted to them ſoon after the Fall. * 
Woman Hall bruiſe the Serpert's Head. _ *. + 

| When the great Owuniscrext ſaw, Rebellion 
would break out in Heaven, and the co reach do\ un 
to this lower World, and ſpread all over the Earth, 
practically faid,---** After all I have done for them as 
«« their Creator, and ſaid to them as their moral Gover- 
« nor, I and my Throne are guiltleſs,—to themſelves I 
leave them —and now will it be known, what is in their 
„Hearts; and 1 alſo will take Occaſion to ſhew what is 
« in my Heart: And they ſhall &zow that 7 am the Lon d, 
and the whole intelligent Syſtem ſhall be filled wwith my 
«« Glory.” (Analogous to what is written in 2 — 
xxxii. 31. Deut. viii. 2. Exod. x. 2) 


1. God knew that it bel e 
finite Beings, to be mutable peccable; and chat che | 
belt might degenerate ſo far as to become the worſt : No 

Being in the Syſtem being by Nature immutable, but 


God alone. As it is written, 7 am the Loa p, 1 change 
net. Mal. iii. 6. 
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To 


Man, both at once, he leid a Scheme for Man's Beds 


Ruin. And from that Day to this, hath never cealed 0 
Milſchief.---1f this Occation of the Fall of 


jecture, yet it is the moſt probable 1 know of : i 
the more 12 it will account 2 great Zeal for, the 
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"Teo be Nature immutable, is peculiar to the 8 
r the Deity, 


* # 


© - their Stability. He knew himiclf to be the only immu- 
tie Being in the Syſtem, the ſame Yeſterday, '1's-day,, 
and for ever; but he pur no Truft in bis Serwants, and his 
Angel be charged — Folly, (Feb iv. 18.) or as it is 
, — (Fob xv. 15.) He putteth no Truft in 
F | tis Saints; yea, the Heawens are nat clean in bis Sight. 
1 And yet, for Things to continue for ever in ſuch an 
_— unſettled State, muſt have been undeſirable to 
immutable Being, who loves Immutability in himſelf, 
and the r his Creatures; and loves to fee his 
Authority eſtabliſhed, and his Kingdom ſettled in Peace 
aud everlaſting Order and Harmony; and loves to ſee 
eternal Welfare of his Creatures on a ſafe Footing, 


/ 


there cond beg ern Scent for thi, nll de him: 
| the only immutable Being, ſhould undertake and 

— There could be no 
certain | 


Becauſe, after all, chey were finite 3 and therefore mal 
new V1 and fo were liable to wrong Deter mi- 
nations. God, who was perfectly acqusinted wich the 
Nature of himſelf, and of all created Beings, plainly ſaw, 
himſelf alone was by Nature abſolutely immutable, 
that all created [ntelligences muſt, after all their noble 
Endowments and exalted Stations, be abſolutely dependent 
on him, not only for the Continuations of their Beings | 
3. 2222 but alſo for their Preſervation from =? 
= Apoſtacy. As it is written, There is none guad, 

Gut One, 2 Mart x. 18. 


which ſeemed » bs of a hams of « Thi | 
Nor was it poſſible they ſhould feel an Iuclination to 4 
while innocent: For the leaſt Motion of their A 
towards Sin, would conſtitute them Sinners in —— 4. 1M 
1 Nor was it poflible, they ſhould feel any 7 
orce in any Temptation to Sin, unleſs the Temptation 

1 ä For if ther 

1 erregen 8 


eaſily be brought to — the the Morability of | 
or ever to imagine it could bo fe bis ther ts Ba ep 
God, 9 450 
Experience. 

Let any Man attend to the Conflitution of his om 
Mind, and he will ſoon how unnatural it is, to 
| chink ourlelres in Danger of x Crime, as 
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felt the leaft Inclination, nor ever once thought of any 
"Thing in Natare, that could be a Temptation ; yea, to 
which, whenevey wt think of it, we feel the | 
Averfion. As, what dutiful Child ever bt — 
in Danger of murdering his Father whom | 
loves and honours? And if a inſpi 
mould tell him, that he, one Day ſhould be 2 of 
ſuch a ſhocking Crime, he could believe it. This 
naturally brings to Mind the Story of Hazae/, (in 2 

vii. 14--13.) who, when the Prophet told him, how he 
mould Burz the frong Holds of Tſrarl, flay their young 
Mes verb rhe Sword, and daſs their Children, and rip up 
their Women with Child, having never felt any Inclination 
lon wy of er roy eyed Sper; un 
T p be ſhould ever have to commit ſuch Things, 
10 to human Nature, readily anſwered, 7: thy - 
CR that be fhonld er Thing. — do 
when our bleſſed Saviour told Peter, that he ſhould deny 
him that wery Night, he was far from thinking it was in 


indace him to believe, * Vea, 
it did not ſeem to him, there was really any Danger of ir, 
as he had no Inclination that Way; yea, felt the greateſt 
Averſion to it. And it did not ſeem, that any Thing 
could tempt him to it; no, not even Death itſelf. For 
he felt be bad rather die, than do it. Maik xiv. 29. 
Gough all be offended, yet will not J. Ver. 31. If 
1 ſhould die with thee, I will not deny thee in any wiſe. . 
And this was the Voice of them all, — CRe0 Beg 
exprefsly told them, All ye Hall be offended becauſe of me - 
this — 4 and even confirmed his Prediction by an 
Fer it is written, 1 will faite the 


| t Prophecy, 
Shepberd, and the Sheep ſhall be ſcatiered. Ver. 27.--- 


heard that any ove Intelligence bad ever fallen, or ever 
diſcerned any Thing in the State of their Minds within, _ 
or in the Situation of Things without, that had the leaſt 

| Tendency that Way, but every Thing to the contrary, — 
I fay, much leſs would ſuch Beings be apt to ſuſpect any 
Danger of their ſorſaking 
turuing Enemies to the God that made them. Nay, 


rather, 1 imagine, . | 
«4 


his Heart fo to do. Nor could the Prediction of Chriſt 


| Much leſs would innocent, boly Beings, who had never 


the Fountain of all Good, and 


ka fd, 


| bad become Surety for all Intelſigences, if the only im- 


on God, and infinite O 


would have been apt to 


God, the only immutable Being. 


. 


is the Perniffon of $1 u." 


a Thing, in its own Nature, near or quite impoſſible.® 


Therefore, 
3. If God in a Senſe of their Mutability, out of his 


own mere Goodnefs and ſoverei F 


Apoſtacy, and the infrmrely gences, which, 
in a Government fo perfectly —* as his, muſt expoſe 
them to, all which lay open to his View :—1 ſay, if God 


mutable heing had, in ſuch Circumſtances, undertaken 
his ever — Eye, and the conſtant Influences of 
his Spirit, ta. have rendered all immutably 
Good; although the Kindneſs done them, in God's Ac- 
count, had been full infinitely Great, yet not ſo in theirs; 
For they would not have been in a C to have dif- 
cerned the Kindneſs, ſcarce at all : Muck leſs, to Have 
been ſo thoroughly ſenſible of their abſolute 
to him, as now, ac- 
cording to the preſent Plan, the Saved will for ever be. . 
Had all Intelligences been in their original 
Rectitude, and fo never felt in themſelves the In- 


elination to Sin, but alw 4 perſectly 0 = N 6 : tha 


any holy Being ſhould ever de 4 


would r 1 | 


bility to God, their Preſerver, but rather to their own in- 
herent Goodneſs. And ſo their abſolute Dependence on 
and their infinite Obli- 


gations to him, nnr 


® On + © The Diſciples evitty of Self-Confivence, 
— os dhe. DEST: | 


0 — 
might hw known 


ble, pron, bb - op the God that mace 
or once go contrary to his Will. Ho can Ido it?” would 
ſay. la all Nature there is nothing to tempt me: 

t every Thing to the contrary.” Ard the more hg loved 
the more impoſſible would it feem, that he ſhould ever re- 
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e | proper Senſe of the ſelf-m 


moving Goodneſs and 

Grace of God, exerciſed towards them in this Affair. 
- a Word, God would not have been exalted fo highly, nor 
I — 11 1 on t ves ſo in- 
finitely beneath him, fo dependent, ſo much obliged; 
nor aoald die erf: Grace bes food in dn! 
clear and firiking Point of Light, as was really deſirable. 
The Truth would have lain, in a Meaſure, concealed, 
beyond the Reach of finite Capacities, there being in Na- 
ture no Means provided, whereby they could have come 
| to the clear and full Knowledge of it. Therefore, 
4 They were not fit to be confirmed; nor would it 
have been to the Honour of God, to have confirmed them, 
as Things ſtood —They were not prepared to feel, that 
_ they food in Need of this Saper-Creation-Grace, (if I may 
ſo call it) not as yet knowing, nor, for ovght appears, ſo 
much as ſuſpecting, that they were in any Danger. They 
Rood firm within themſelves, nor was there any Thing in 
univerſal Nature to draw them afide from God, zs it 
ſeemed to them. And had God then interpoſed, it muſt 
; = to them an inſenſble Interpoſition; of which _ 

It no Need, and for which were unprepared to 

If God had conſtantly preſerved them from the firff 
Stirrings of an Inclication to Apoſlacy, as they had never 
heard of ſuch a Thing in all the Syſtem, or felt any Ten- 
dency of Heart that Way, his Interpoſi ion muſt have been 
undiicerned by them ; nor could they have come to the 
Knowledge of it, unleſs by immediate Revelation from 
God; which, as the Caſe Rood, they were unprepared io 
underſtand, or attend to, as not feeling any Need of it. 
A Revelation in ſuch a Situation would not have produced 
mme defived Effects. Nothing could teach them like Ex- | 
eric And indeed this is evidently the Caſe ſo univer- 
| 'F ly, that it is even become a Proverb, that Experience is 
F 
ligences, as they were at were not in proper 
— 2 Apr ory nor could God have con- 
firmed them, with that Honour to himſelf that was de- 
For, if God, the only immutable Being, of his own 
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E: Creature's Good, unſolicitous for the Rights c 
God-head, in the very Beginning of his Reign, and when 
the firſt Foundations of his everlaſting Kingdom-were lay- 
Ang, had been to counteraRt his own Nature, and his chief 
Matims of Government. And indeed, as he is the 
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immediately, and without their ſo much as diſcerning their ÞF 
Need of ir. For there were as yet, comparatively ſpeaking, 
no Means of Confirmation. They had not Oppor- 

BD tunity, in any Inſtance, to fee the infinitely evil Nature 

# and dreadful Conſequences of Sin. Nor did it yet 

What infinite Abhorrence the Almighty had of Iniquity, 

5 by any Thing he had dane. Nor did they ſo much as 
know their Danger,” and their Need of the divine Inter- 
poſition, Things, therefore, were by no Means ripe for 
a a general Confirmation. | 

| Tideed God could have confirmed created Inte 
then, but not in a Way ſo agreeable to the Ends of moral 
Government, as afterwards, i. e. not ſo much to the } 
© Honour of the moral Governor, and to the ſpiritual Ad- 1 
* f . a | = 1 
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Arch. 
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angel, revolted, nere 

ef the lahabitants of Heaven; and when, for their Sin, | 
they were driven out from the Preſence of God, down to © 
an eternal Hell; and when the ele& A had food by, 7 
and with a perſect Aſtoniſhment behe this uncxpetil | 
ſeen 7 

of | 


Revolt of their Companions; and with ſacred Dread 

divine Wrath blaze out from the 

Heaven's Almighty Monarch, driving the Rebel 

thoſe celeſtial Regions, down to 
 . Woes: And when the cle& 


of their 
Kings, till Iſrael and Judah were both carried away capti 
for their Sins, and the ——_——— CR 
and viewed all God's Ways, even down to the Birth 
Death of the Messta n, the moſt aſtoniſhing E 
ever did, or ever will ö 
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: 4 
und had full Time for Conſideration ; 
God, of themſelves, of Sin, would be 


” 
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, 
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fiir 


cham, that they might never fall, it would appear 
a Kindneſs quite infinitely great, and infinitely 
| on-God, and infinite O 
tl | 2 Sin, 
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in the Permiſſion of S1'n. 17 
God's Honour, than if it kad been grazzed at thele Lett 
olineſs, and Hap- 


loſt, yet it is eaſy to ſee how there may be eternally more 
Holineſs and Happineſs in the angelic World, than if Sin 
and Miſery had been for ever unknown. For if their 


| ---But if 
| —_— 
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ees. 
ſame 
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as there are now ſ 
the clear Gain 
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to be of Mankind —— 
be above 96 Hundred Millions 
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— Angels to be only goo Millions, which 
If all had ood. | 
 Nvumber of | Proportionable 
Angels ſup- | Degrees of 

poled. | Happineſs. 
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| And only 


4 


The Wiz von of Gon — 
tions of the holy A 
Scenes have opened to their View, and what their Reflcc- 
tions muſt eternally be, when they have ſeen God's grand 


118 


1 . Plan finiſhed at the Day of Jude ment ; and we cannot 


doubt but that their Humility, Holineſs and Happineſs 
will be augmented at lea an Hundred fold. 


1. Reflections of the ele t Angels on the unreaſonable 
Rebellion, the unexpected Fall, the everlaſting Puniſh- 
8 Satan and his Legions, once their Companions 
In 


50 How art thou fallen, O Lucifer, Son of the Morn- 


ing! From ſtanding near the Throne of God, into an 
« eternal Hell! Yelterday joining with us in the Songs 
* of Heaven; now under the everlaſting Diſpleaſure of 
= Gui, banithed to cadich Wee” | 

How durſt you riſe in Rebellion againſt Heaven's 
« glorious Monarch! And how infinitely vile the ſhock - 
* ing Deed! What more reaſonable than to Pay ſupreme 


Honour to the ſupreme Being, and to be in, Subjection 


<< to the Author and Lord of all Things, to whom the 
* Throne belongs, and exult in his Supremacy, and re- 
in Him and in his Government! Or what more 
vile and ungrateful, than to torn Enemies to the great 


83 «<4 Being, the Author, Proprietor and Governor of all 


22 and to attempt to overturn all 
* Harmony and Order in the Syſiem! For ſuch exalted 
<<. Intelligences, in fuch a happy Situation, under ſuch 


4, ceived, attended with the Proſpect of endleſs Joys in 
<4 his Prafance, to riſe in Rebelhon thus! No wonder, 
* Heaven's Almighty Monarch, in Regard to his own 


2 Honcur and the Good of his Kingdom, has baniſhed 


_ 


<< them from his Preſence, and deſtined them to be ever- 
laſting Monuments of his Wrath. 


„ But, Oh how unexpeded, furprizing , and ſhocking 
-<© are theſe dreadful Scenes! And & it fo And are So 


4 fallen? Whocould have it !-Such holy Bei — 
to riſe in Rebellion againſt i rinire Hotlines! 
* a Taſte for Order and Harmony, and yet have 


* from Dury and Intereſt to perſerere, that one would have 
«4* thought 


ngels, from Time to Time, as new. 


the Orders of Heaven! So ſtrong Inducements, 
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1 . 


* great Obligations to the Deity for Bountics already re- 
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Y 9 Nature, 


in he Priſon of $19 | 10 


f * thought lach an Apoſtacy vire impoſſible! And are 
| & they fallen? be e e or, 


2 what are we! Were we better than they? 22 
„we ſtand firmer? Or were we more out of Danger? Or 

« more on our Watch? No, in ng wiſe.—lt once ſeemed 
% impoſſible we ſhould fall. But now we are ſurprized to 
* ſee we ſland. And, Oh, who knows what another Day 
2 may being forth !—We are as likely to be in Hell Te- 
60 22 as they were Yeſterday — God is no more 
« obliged to keep us than he was them. — Aud what if 
we ſhould TH Oh how dreadful, how infinitely dread. 


„ ful the Thought! We will all go and fall proſtrate 


« before the Throne of the great ImmuT4aBLE z and 

0 Father of cur Spirits, of thy ſovereige Grace, keep | 
us, wwe humbly pray t bee. Nor will we ever 

« what we have ſeen. Nor will we ever ceaſe to watch 


% and pr 


ay.” 5 
2. Refletions of the elect Angels on the T Tempration of 
Satan, and Fall of Man. 


„Oh the helliſh Pride and Spize and Malice of Satan, 
* once oor Companion in Bliſs! How gladly would he 


4 ruin the whole Syſtem, were it in his Power, and even 


« overturn the Throne of Heaven's eternal King! How 


„ wicked a Deed hath Man committed! and how 


© righteous the Doom of our glorious Monarch! All who 
rebel againſt him, deſerve to be turned out of his 
« World, and lie under his e Dif! 


pleaſure.—- 
« But what an infinite Weight of Ven doth Satan 


* deſerve! We rejoice, the Amighty hath decreed to 
* bruiſe his Head, and fruſtrate all his Schemes, and 
bring Salvation to Man. We rejoice, that the Lord 
« God omnipotent reigneth, and will for ever 

„Oh TO, who only art immutable, bebold, Man ig 
« fallen] We profirate ourſelves at thy Feet. O keep us of 


thy mere ſovereign Goodneſs, wwe mf} earneftly and humbly | 


5 bejeech thee! We claim no Right to ſuch a Fawour. 
© Our Fellow Creatures in Heaven, and now on Earth, 


are fallen. Thy Throne is gui. But, O thou Father 


« of Spirits, keep us, of thy mere ſovereign Grace, through 
« cur State of Trial, 10 the everlaſting Honcur,of thy great 

| gb eternal Ages, we may celebrate 
* thy Praiſes.— In the tion of thy Deſigns of Mercy 
* towards falles Man, we fee the infinite Goodneſs of thy 
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of the Jews ! 
% the divine 


4000 | 
4. Millions * Inſtances 


— vogue „* 1 — _ 2 
* Oh the Helliſh Temper of the ſ = 
20 rn "Tate | 
1 who knows what they are doing, althou 
2 And thus Satan will treat the Gad 


. Evil of riſing in Rebellion againſt the infini 
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5 


« and almighty Monarch of the Univerſe, the M 
„ Lord of all! Oh chat an infinite Kindneſs, that God 


® And if on the Fxaltation of Chrift, the Elect Angels were 
firmed, it is eaſy to ſee, how they would naturally be 2 Thouſard 
ta Million) Times mie ſenſible of the Greauncfs and Free- 
the Goodn:\s and Grace of God exerciſed towards them, 
if they and all others had been immediately confirmed at their 
Xiſtence. - That Chriſt is to be Head of Angels, as we'l as 


: 


115 


1 


ion of the Fulneſi of Times, be might gather teget ber in ape all Things 
ri 5 wobich are in > Bday os which are en Eartb. hobo, 
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4. Reflections of the eleft Angels on the DeftruAion of 
Antichriſt, and on the Millennium. 

Length an End is come to the 
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up, and can deceive the Nations no more! 
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All of our Number, and we ſang the Praiſes of God 
ke ſurprizing Change Sin hath wrought! 

iſtinguiſhing Grace of God, which kept 


Spirits, th to miniſter to thoj 
< 14. ot poke lecply bod 
on Earth, 
ghout. — And they 


kof 
will attend Jeſus Chriſt when he 


Babylon the Great is fallen, is fallen! Halle- 


"DADS wha. 


 «- in the Clouds of Heaven, — FC 


4 Goodneſs.” 


ts the Permiſſion of S1 un, 123 
5. On Chriſt's ſecond coming. Behold, he cometh 


ſee 
„ and they that pierced him ſhall mourn ; the 
« and = ag who once bid him Defiance, ſhall call 
4% to the Mountains and Rocks to fall on them and cover 
« them; the Cruſh of Mountains being leſs dreadful 
2 than the Wrath of the Lamb. And now fhall the 
« Scene cloſe, and the Ways of God to Men 
% be all juſtified : And God ſhall reczive 
„ his Works. 


« trembling, to ap 
« us forget the Day, when they | 
< with us before the Throne! How furprized 
their unexpected Revolt! We then little thought 
4 was before us; little what was in'the Creature's 
« Heart, or in God's But now we have 
both: And now we fee the Reſult. God ts exalted, 
« his Authority eſtabliſhed ; Satan and his Hoſt are con- 
% quered, and are now to be ſent away into everlaſting 
„ Puniſhment.—And, but for the diſtinguiſhing Grace 
of God, which has always held us up, we might now 

« have been as they now are. No Heart can conceive, 

* no Tongue can i bl 
« are under to 


L 


„Now, therefore, let eternal Apes 
g God's i 


It is eaſy to ſee, how natural it 


| Angels to make theſe and fach-like Reflections on theſe | 
Occaſions. And it is as ealy to ſee how the Knowledge 


of God and of themſelves increaſes their Humility, their 


$ and Joy, i. e. their Holineſs and And it is 
ey to fee, how the Fall of Angels and Men, and God's 
$ CondaQt on theſe Occaſions, gives them theſe new Ideas 
af themſclves and of God. Had Sin and Miſery never 
| L 2 entered 


Dependence on God, their Reverence, Love, Gratitude, 
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Milgry had 
Nos, aft 
and Happioels of the Syſtem, then is his Wiſdom vindi- 
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entered into God's World, they could never have had 
theſe Ideas of themſelves, or of God. —— And if what 
has been ſaid of the Angels, may be applied to Mankind, 
as for Subſtance we fee it may, and that too with ſume 
additional Circumſlances of great Weight, as will appear 
In the next Sermon, then this will be the Sum of the 
Argument.— 
So clear and © 


adequate an Idea of God and themſelves 


* N 


ut 


the 


ety 


4 
4 
x 
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the bright and glorious Character of the Deity, drau u in 
a molt lively and ſtriking Manner, in an authentic Ac- 
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mY thrught Evil againfl Me; but Cad meant it 


Character of a Narrative, we 


viour of Mankind, through a long Succeſſion of Apes.— 
And this Boox God puts into cor Hands, as the beſt 
Means to form us to Views and Tempers ſuitable to the 
heavenly World. —And Why? — Why ſuch a Book, for 
ſuch an Exp ?—Plainly, becauſe the Knowledge of God 
and of ourſelves is of the laſt Importance to the Holineſs 
and Happineſs of that World. — And indeed, on our 


| KfriQeſt Reſearches into Things, we ſhall find, that our 


higheit moral ReQtitude, Perfection and Happineſs, muſt 
ariſe from, and confilt in, an 


„clear, lively View 


of God and ourſelves, and an anſwerable Frame ot Heart. 


Let us view God as he is, and ourſelves as we be, as 
nearly in the ſame Light that God does, as our fine Ca- 
Pacities will adnũt, and have an anſwerable Frame of 

* Lz Heart; 
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we are capable of. And if therefore 
Se en and univerſal Plan is ſo contrived, as to put 
under the beſt 
| then it is the beſt Finn 


»1- Nothing can be known of God, by created Intelli- 


gences, be their Taſte for divine Knowledge ever ſo good, 
- and their Capacities ever ſo great, any further than God 
manifeſts himſelf. For it us the Power of any 
finite [ucelligence to look immediately into God's Heart. 
as we can into our own, and view and con the 


__ -we can have no Idea at all of the divine Efſence. Yea, 
ave can have no Idea even of the Eſſence of our own 
Souls. The utmoſt we can do, by Way of immediate 

Latuition, is to perceive our and thence diſcern 
"the habitual Inclinations of cur Hearts. And if we could 
look into God's Effence, and fee all his hts, we 
might thence learn his Nature, without any Manifeſtation 
_ whatloever. We might know God's Heart, by imme- 


_ diate Intuition, as we can our own. - But this is abſo- 


lutely impoſſible. We cannot look into the Hearts of 
dur Fellew-Creatures: Much lefs can we into God's 
t. Neither God's 
ge bb 


could ever have been known, had 
re Thoſe 


cannot be foand out. Greatneſs of Genius 


2s no Help in this Caſe. - Sir I/aac Newton could not tell 
as Mr they of Jakanae weeks be, —_ | 


Yea, as God had not revealed it, fo 
that Day and Hour knew no Man; no, ot the Ang 


the Man Chrift Jeſus, now in his exalted State in Heayen, 


As it is plain from Kew. i. 1. The on one 
Cbriß, vhich God cave unto Him. And if 


exalted Creature, by immediate Intuition, cannot lock 
3 .... 
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divine Perſections as they are in the divine Efſence. Yea, 


hts, nor any of his Views, 


and Purpoſes in his Heart which he has not 


ohie heres, for als Farber cad. Meni xii. 42. Even 


cannot look. into the divine Eſſence and fee the ſecret 
Thoughts in God's Heart. If he comes to the Know- 
ledge of thele Secrets, it is by divine Communication: 


farther than he, ſome how or other, makes it evident o 
f mean, by his manifeſting 


The Wiz von of dies 


5 in the ſame Time.—Let an 
1 be created 


— — 2 
» the moral Governor of the Worl 
pirit,-So Moſes, in about fix Months 
(viz. from the Tim: he fawy the burning Buſh, to the End 
of the twice forty Days he was on Mount Sinai) doubtleſs 


| more Knowledge of God, than he had all his Life 
Fax de before, i. e. more in fix Months, than in eighty 


„„ bes Gemal Satee fendiignnere capable of T- 
Provements through eternal Ages; fo it is reaſonable to 
1 ＋ 

Favour, with the beſt Advantages to 
Rs 6m Progreſs. And that Plan will in this 
= be juadged the beſt, that is moſt ſuited to this 
That Plan, therefore, of all poſſible Plans, muſt 
ee 
the brighteſt | Manifeſtation of all the divine Fer- 


3. The Apoſtacy of ad Mes hve abs the 
moral Governor of the Univerſe an Opportunity to · ſet all 
hi moral Perfeftions in the cleareſt and moſt ſtriking 
| Point of Light; and, as it were, to open all his Heart, 

to the View of finite Intell: 

The whole intelligent Syſtem now may ſee, what God 
thinks to be his Due from his Creatures, and how j 
Kegel the Honour o ki Autor and how ge'olved to 

m——_—_ Ay a Corn. 


of equal 


an a eas. — a 6. ane Reed a Gen © 


LY 
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to the Counſel of his own Will, to lay out that Plan 
which ſeems beſt in his own Eyes; and to do what he 
| thinks beſt to do; and to forbear what he thinks beſt to 
+ forbear;z to bring ſuch Intelligences into Being as he 

thinks beſt; and having ſaid and done what he thinks 
bet, to forbear to ſay or do any more, and ſtand by and 
let them take their Courſe ZPraftically ſaying, ** They 
„% owe themſelves to me: 1 owe them nothing.” Aud if 
they fall, he holds himſelf at Liberty to procecd with, 
and puniſh them ſtrictly according to Law, without any 
Mitigation, the Law being exactly right: So that ut ig 
Matter of mere ſovereign Grace, to grant Relief to any; 


a Thing he may do, or not do, as he pleaſes, for aught 


he owes to them, Yea, he holds himſelf bound to do 
nothing for their Relief, but in a Way that ſhall be 
Honourable to his Law.—— Nevertheleſs, while he ſhews 
ſuch a ſteady-Regard to his own Honour, and ſo inflexibly 
1 adheres to the Rights of his Godhead, as by Office he is 

bound, being moral Governor of the Univerſe ; at the 
ſame Time, the whole Syſtem may ſee too, that bis Good= 
neſs is as boundleſs as his Nature. But then he ioves bis 
Creatures ſhould know how the Caſe really Rands ; that 
| the Rights of the Godhead ought not to be given up, and 
that the Exerciſes of his Goodneſs are abſolutely free? 
That while they view Things in the ſame Light he does, 
they may feel, as he thiuks it is fit they ſhould, in ſuch a 
Caſe.“— But Time would fail, to. hint at the various 
Ideas of himſelf, which he has communicated in Conſe. 


and Man, and the Boundaries fixed, there can be no Room for the 
' Exerciſe of Generofity, If my Eſtate is none of mine, then it is 
not mine to give. If my Neighbour may come and take, what, 
And when, he pleaſes; then,1 have no Right to withhold any 
Thing. My Neighbour may juitty chink hardly of me, it 1 dos, 
Sy x not thank me, it 1 do not.----But ii I have any Thing, 
vi m 
Right, then he muſt acknowledge, notwithſtanding any Claim he 
has to make, I may do what I will with that. As the Horfbolder + 
in the Parable (Mar. xx. x5 ) ſaid, I. it not Jazuful for ane to dr aut 
I vill wvith mine own ?---And if my Neighbour views my Property, 
in the Came Light that I do, then he will be apt to view my Gene. 
rofrty in the {ame Light too. And what I cffer as afice Gift, he. 
will receive and ackn as ſuch ; and fcel as is fic.---And it 
t Property ſhould be known and ac- 
Boundarics fixed 4 God and — — 
to his Creatures, as ſoon as. 


between Man. - 


call my own, aud to which my Neighbour has no 


* 


| , to'make the Pifture of himſelf, which he has given, very 
glorioully compleat, in the Eyes of all boly + 
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whole Eternity cannot exhauſt. 


give, in his Conduct, from the Fall of Angels, to the 
al Conſummation of all Things, is gloriouſly full and 
compleat. He has been called to act in an infinite 


Variety of Caſes; and, to ſpeak of him according to the 3 


of Scripture, in the moſt trying Circumſtances, 
Ezek. xx. 522.) he has been tempted and tried, 
not merely 40 Years in the Wilderneſs by the Iſraelites; 
but from the Beginning of the World to this Day, by 
every Nation, Kindred, Language, and Tongue. And 

had ity to ſhe his Heart, by his Conduct, 


In all the infinite Variety of Caſes which have ever hap- 


among the Millions, and Millions of Millions of 
bjeQs, which he had to deal with. All which, together 


World, will be brought into View anotker Day, and ſerve 
full and 


f 


* Beſides, his cxzar Work, to which all his other 
Works bear ſome Reſpect, is ſo much like himſelf, that, 
in a Manner, it gives bis whole Picture at once. — An 
Sxcarnate God on the Cre/s, if the divine Views, Monves, 
and Ends are all conhdered, is a Piece of Conduct, of 


done it: Has 


| were 
chief Matters 
and 


they by 
Controverſ between God and Man would be 
f would look fair for a Reconciliation : But 


of an 


give up his juſt Rights, in 


Mat. v. 17. 


Debt to God, and makes large Demands an 
Accommodation. For God wilt 


$ 


> we go the grand Apoſtacy of Angels and Men. Ia f j 


robe Pifture of himſelf, which God has given and will - 


with all that remains to be accompli hed to the End of the | 


ww Sa Ac 4 44k 6 @ t@. ce & uw; ras th 


4 ; n fronger Light, in the Eyes of 


1 * there had uh. no Occaſion or 
Works, by which all will 4zoww that 2 is 201 has and 


ngels, than his previous Threatning had done. 


Creatures auy Deſcriptions, or Imaginations 
ever had. had.” And J. will fe the divine PerfeRtions in © 
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the whole Syſtem u filled with bis Glory. 
Had the Polterity of Abraham lived quietly in the Land 
of Canaan, and multiplied there, for 470 Years, the 
| Canaanites dying off mean while, as the Indians do in 
America, they might have filled the Land with z much 
greater Number of — than when Joſhua brought 


them in, and no Joſeph fold, no Infants drowned, ho | | 


122 „e 

3 great Changes, Trials, Sor- 

rows; but then God would not have had an Opportunity 
for any of thoſe wonderful Works which he 


R 


® The Scr informs us of no created Intelligence, befides 

and Men: Much i Bn —_ = our Devotion 

Cont ation of M — Globes inhabited befides this 
Earth. 2 criptu r 
God's great Work; 1 icfly, we are to learn bis 
LET with the other 
S And 


that Love and Devotion, which ariſes from theſe ſcriptural Views 
of 
of 


A 
by a 
| our 
Is 
mora 
Br 


* and his Works, is the ſcriptural Devotion, and infinitely 
preferable to imaginary Tr I AI 4 —— 22 


G 
Creation, Providence, and according to 
ture, we need not raiſe Millions —_— imaginary — 2 
ervor, nor have we 


o irflame our Hearts with a di 
| the Example of one Sin in the Bible fü -r 


the Day 
apoſtate Angels out of Heaven, and our firſt Parents 


i ing left to their own free Choice, a Number 
of the Angels in Heaven, and Man upon Earth, rebel; 
and being left to themſelves, all the fallen Angels, and 
great Numbers of fallen Men, go on in their Rebellion, 
acting out their Hearts, and exhibiting their Picture in 
their Conduct, through a long Succeſſion of Ages; Vthey 

plamly ſhew what all finite Intelligences in Heaven ank 
on Earth might have come to, if they had not been pre- 
vented by the mere free Grace of the only immutable 
Being. Mean while, God, as has been ſaid, in his Con- 
du, ſets his own Choracter in the cleareſt and fulleſt 
Light. And fo all holy Intelligences will, through 
eternal Ages, have the Ad vantages of theſe two complete 
Pictures; the Picture that God has exhibited of himſelf, 
and the Picture which fallen Creatures have exhibited of 
themſelves, to aſſiſl them to a clear View and realizing 
. Senſe of what God is, and of what they might have been, 
Joſt as the pious Jews in the earthly Canaan, when they 
xeyiewed the Conduct of God towards their Fore-fathers, 
and their Conduct towards him, had the Picture of each 
before their Eyes, for their Inſtruction from Age to Age. 
Which leads me to another I honght. Ry WR 
. At the End of theſe forty Years, Moſes aſſembles 
the whole Congregation of Iſrael in the Plains of 2 

| an 


* 
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be under the better Advantages 
all paſt Tranſactions, now juſt 2s the; 


: So at the final Conſummation of all Things, 
the whole en By ſtem will be aſſembled, and all 
paſt Things be „ all God's Conduct towards his 
Creatures, and their towards him; and that 
in ſuch a Manner, as will make the deepeſt Impreſſions on 
all that great Aſſembly. 

But as chis will be a moſt ſolemn Day Day, and perhaps the 
moſt im Day that ever did or ever will happen, and 
» Day on which great Light will be given to God's uni- 
verlal Plan; fo it may not be amiſs to top here a-while, 
and conſider, Who is to be the who ſhall be 
Preent in that great Aſſembly what wall be — 
into View —and what will be the final Sentence 

nounced on the Wicked—and what will be the ble 
Conſequence—and what the State of the Rightegus when 
A 

hole. 

1. The Messtan, the Son of God, the Seed of the 
Woman, will be the Judge. So great was his Zeal for 
the Honour of God, i Cons tr os Sn of 


the Foondation of kis Kin 
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full Power 
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Stars of Heaven, and as the Sands on 
numerable ; now he comes to cauſe ftrift 
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of God 
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Satan's Intereſt. Behold, he 
Heaven, and every Eye ſhall fee hi 
finiſhing Siroke ſhall be laid 
- Head.— Which ſhall be done in 
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heartily joined in his Intereft ; and as It were, com- 
n rA ons of the Redec mer. 

The of the Martyrs will be 
Account. from the Blood of righ Abel to the Blood of 
that ſhall be lain, to evidence the obſti- 
| and his Adherents: Who, rather 
than the Redeemer's Kingdom ſhould be ſet vp, have ſhed 
Rivers of human Blood. Yea, the Son of God himſelf 
has been put to Death in this apoſtate World. | 
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brought into the 


All the Conduct of the human Race before the Flood, 
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na clear View, in the Eyes of all that great Aſſem 


I veterate Enemies to the righteous Government 
FF and conſtant Oppoſers of the gracious Deſi 


'S felf without 


biene Fudgment of God. (Rom. ii. 5.)—Mean while, 


: with their je Codes in in, 
| in the holy Land : Theit killing the Prophets, 
ſtoning thoſe who were ſent unto them, ing dag 
| ag the Son of God, and obſtinately rejecti 
Goſpel :——An1 the Calling of the — — 
8 Church, d 
oody Work they made among their primitive Pro 
of Ch: ilianiry ; together with a Hiſtory of the Riſe and 
Progreis and dreadful Deeds of the great Antichriſlian 


' Apoſtacy,—will all be laid open to public View in the | ” 


Sight of the Creation. 
And not only theſe great Affairs, but alſo all che 


Conduct of particular Sinners, in Age, with 
ZZ Thing, at bs Kage A on that 
great Day. | 

Aud while Meſfiah in all his Father's Glory, the 
4 Reafonableneſs of Law and the infinite Grace of 
1 r er hs 


will not only ſtrike the fallen Angels, who have 


ing Reproaches, all the Joſt Sons of Adam, 
Nation under Heaven. r im- 
for breaking the Law of Nature, 
1 (Rom. i. 20.) and the Jew and the Chriſtian much more, 
Vvbo have ſinned againſt greater Light and deſpiſed infinite 
Grace. So that every Mouth willbe fopp'd, and all Satan's 
1 Adherents from among the human Race, will ſtand gailry 
4 (Rom. . 2 .) For, when the Lord cometh 
y Attendance execut2 judgment 


Y. Speeches again him. (Fae 1 
not only be a Day of Wrath, bat 3 of the Revelation of the 


all holy Intelligences will be fully to 
| approve, yea, heartily to rejoice in the final Sentence of 

the odge -—The Fore-thought of which dreadful Sentence 
| fill Satan and all his mighty Potentates with Terror 
| — ab. 
F | ; 2 | . 
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Men, 427 the chief Captains, and the mighty Men, who 
had met Armies in the Field of Battle, and looked Death 
in the Face undaumed, and every Bond- Man, and every 
Pree-Man fhall-wifh to &:de themſelves in the Dens, and in 
the Rocks of the Mcuntains : Yea, they will with tbe Meoun- 
rains and the Rocks to fall on them, and hide them from the 
Naß of the Lamb. (Rev. vi. 15, 16.) 
J. He mall ounce the Sentence, Der aar, 50 
curſed. To which, all the holy Angels and Saints, 
with divine and ſacred Fervor, will fay, Aurx. HaLLe- 
LuJan. And, 


. ſooner will the Sentence be but 
they hall viübly go away fate everlafiing Puniſhment.— 
For God. who foreſaw their Apo final Wicked- 
neſs, before the Creation of the orld, did in the 


provide proper Materials by which to ſerv bis 
Frarh, and make bis 7 Power uw and give an eternal 
Image of his infinite Hatred of Sin, in the Sight of the 
whole intelligent Syſtem. For all the ſtarry —— 
aud this Earth, are reſerved to that Purpoſe, laid up 


as Fuel, reſerved ane Fire, ain the Day 
n ungodly Me kt 2 
· with a great Noi/e, ruſhing together 
2 T 
be &:folved, and the Elements, of which they are 
all melt with | 
in the general Ruin, and the Works that ari 
barn ap. And fo the whole material 
ſhall form one immenſe Lale of Fire and Brin- 
Fore, where the Heat ſhall be almoſt infinitely intenſe, 
1 the Damned ſhall weep and wail and gnaſh their 
Teeth for ever. For their Worm fhall never die, and the Fire 
Hull never be quenched. (2 Peter iii. 7--12. Mark ix. 44.) 
——And all this open to the View, eternally open to ti | 
View of all the Inhabitants of Heaven. For they ſhall be 
tormented with Fire and Brinftout, in the Preſence of the 
Holy Angels, and in the Preſence of the Lamb. (Rev. xv. 
10, 11.)——And this great Fire will-eternally be a viſible 
Enlem of the Fiercencls and Wrath of Almighty God; 
#0 ſhew bis Wrath, and make bis Power kaown. As when 
eren 
in Sight af all che Iſraelites, the God of the Hebrews 
— tis Power, 1 | 
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- ehroughout all the Earth: (Exed. ix. 16.) So now, when 
Satan and all his Adherents from an apolate World are 


Name is 


with the 


nion with jeſus Chriſt, Who will rejoice over them, as 
the Fruit of his Labours, as the Travail of his Soul, as 
the Joy that was ſet before him. Even as a Bridezroom 
rejoicerh over the Bride; fo will he rejoice over them. (Ila. 
Ixii. 5.) And he will rejoice and joy in them. ( Iſa. Ixv. 19) 

And e in his Lowe. (Zeph. iii. 17.) And thus they 
ſhall be far ever with the Lord, ſhall be avhere be is, and 
behold bis Glory. And God will be their God, and wipe 
eway all Tears from their Eyes; and there ſball be uo m 
Death, 'neither Sorrow, nor Crying, neither ſhall there be 
ary more Pain; for the former Things are paſſed away. 
All Temptations and Trials are at an End: For ever out 
of the Reach of Satan, Sin and Danger. A Things are 
made new, are put upon a new Foot; not as in the firſt 
Creation, when all finite Intelligences were put on Trial, 
and left to ſtand or fall for themſelves, God unobliged to 
hold them up, in Conſequence whereof Sin entered into 
Heaven and Earth; whereas in this new Heaven and 
Earth, there ſhall be no Sin; but. in them deer 
I M 3 | Righteouſue/s. 
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. Privy iii. 13.) Cid will eternally be 
4 the Head of all holy Intelfigences, and his Immutability 
= , be 5 — 4 2 i. = So ** ſhall 
4 : Land, il Honey, 
3 wich is Fc 
- Canaan wasa 
Mi And i 
* of Angels and Saints, in thoſe happy R 
$ Love, Peace, and eternal Contem 
| the elect Angels thin 

them, and 

remember hi 

1 apoſtate 

an 
throw, 
And 

Enoch, 

Moſes, 

of Judgment, as lately laid before the Tribunal of Chriſt: 

Ard remember their own former awful Temper and dread- 

in 


Neighbours and Companions, chained among Devils to 


of Moſes from the Lind of Midian, with the Rod of God 
in his Hand: And how they felt in the Time of the 
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. there is no Safety finite Intelligences, but in God 
4 alone. He only is by Nature immutable, can 2a 
4 Creature, how exalted ſoever, arrive fo near Por 
< of Independence, as to be in himſelf immutab — 
God is our Strength and Refuge, and the only Source 


<< Conſtitution. For Adam was ſuited, as a Type 


<< Shadow, while we dwelr in that World of Darkneſs, 


. as 


« in the Permiffion of Sint 141 

Selig is Tres could be put in his Saints, and that 
even the Angels could not won, did. be. 
«« fore the Foundation of the World, defign his on Son 
«« ſhould become incarnate, and ſtand forth as the firſt- 
«« dotn of every Creature, the Head of rhe, Creation of 
* Gol; chat in km he might gather together, fix and 
_ <« eflabliſh all the Ele, whether r belonging to Heaven or 
% Earth, as we fee at this Day.“ 

MADAME How glorious is the Exchange! Once 
«« ] was your public Head: Bot in me all was loſt. God 
left me, that it might be ſeen what was in my Heart ; 
chat it might appear, all Fleſh is but Graſs. Aud now, 

not I, but his own Son is your Head. And your 
eternal Welfare is ſecured in the divine Immutability. 
This Glory was due to God alone, who only is un- 

„ changeable. And this Glory, * Means of my Fall, 
«+ God has taken to himſelf in the Sight of the whole 
« intelleQtual Syſtem.” 

GABRIEL——* 80 Satan once flood at the Head of 
« all the angelic Hoſts, who revolted with him, a migh 4 
« Cntr. And like the bright Morning Star, led 
« in Loftre all thoſe Stars of Heaven. But how art thou 
<« fallen, O Lucifer, Son of the Morning! And how 


(D haſt thou drawn off a third Part of the Stars of Heaven, "2 


to join in thy Revolt!“ ® | 

S.. AYUL——< Bet now, not an Arch-Angel, nor 
„ the Father of Mankind, but God's dear Son, is, in 
<< this new State of Things, at the Head of all þ 4 
«+ telligences. Both Angels and Men are g. | 

„ gether in One; even in him, add is he hag of ths 
„ inviſible God, and has exhibited the ſublimeit Picture 
40 TREE Tom OE EO 
% of our Re | 

454 — And all is free Grace !—His 
«© giving Being, natural Powers, and moral Exceliencies 
to his Creatures in their firſt Creation, ht them 
into Debt to him; but not him to them. They owed 
6 themſelves to him : He owed them nothing. He was 

„ unobliged to become their Surety. I ought we = 


and Powers amang the evil . 
as among the Good, {Eph. 5. 21.) And ene 


* Htopt, all of them guilty before God.—On the Foo: of 
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s heen obedient to the God that made me. But I fell. 
<c e was guildeſs. De- 


4 ſtruction wiz our Due. Oh, how free and ſovereign is 
« the Grace that has ſaved us!” 
MOSE8&——* What muſt have been the Conſequence, 
% had Mankind in their fallen State been merely under 
* the Law of Nature, which required ſinleſs Perfection, 
„ curſing the Man who continued not in all Things! 
«« And yet this Law was ſtrictly righteous. And a: ſuch, 
«© was it republiſhed from Mount Sinai, by the holy Our 
of Iſrael. But although our Depravity did not free us 
« from the Government and Authority of God, yet it 
laid a ſure Foundation * the Law. "od 
% fo, had mere Law taken Place, we ſhould all have been 
for ever loſt. And this had been but ſtrictly juſt. —- 
But Oh, the free and boundleſs Grace of God !—His 
* own Son became a Curſe for us, that all theſe Bleflings 
«« we now enjoy, in this happy World, might come 
*« upon us. | 
St. PAUL—— Creatures becoming apoſtate, and 
© bvding Reomine 2nd Rebels no the God that made | 
them, this did not in the leaſt diſannul God's Right to 
«> them, and Authority over them, but they ill ned 
<< by Right his Subjeas, and under his Government, and 
* accountable at his Tribunal. And accordingly we 
* have lately feen wicked Men and Devils brought to 
«© the Bar, and there ſtand without Excuſe, every Mouth 


mere Law, therefore, God might juſtly have dealt with 
us after our Apoſtacy ; and by Law might have judged 
« and condemned us all to yonder Lake of Fire and 
«© Brimftone, to welter out eternal Ages. —0 the Height, 
« and Depth, ard Levgth, and Breadth, of the Love of 
* Chriſt, which paſſeth alf Underſianding ! —— The Law 
« was holy, juſt, and good he judzed it ſo—he died to 


. ' << anſwer its Demands. Nor did he aſk our Pardon at 


< his Father's Hands, on cheaper Terms. 
GABRIEL— 


How i 8 | 


We thought you all for ever loſt---and approved the 
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 CABRIEL——< How had it grazifed the inferaal 
“ Hoſts, lately baniſhed the heavenly World, &y 
to have ſeen Law ſet aſide in Favour of a fallen Race! 
And how would they e r 
1 re ſtem 

| to Right! — rr 

had been for ever loſt.” 

"i PAUL——* You ſpeak the Sentiments of all the 
Saved. Had we been pardoned to God's Diſhonour, it 
© would have ſapped the Foundation of all our Joy. 
Ho much ſoerer you pitied our Cale, you never de- 
fired our Relief in ſuch a Way.“ 

GABRIE L——* | remember well the Day, the News 


„Thing as juſt. --- We ſaw no Way —— 
** ſhall we ever forget how Things appeared---God's new 
„Creation all in Ruins; and Satan triumphing in hie 
„ Deed. — But, O the Love of God to you! And 
«+ © the boundleſs Wiſdom of him who fits upon the 
46 Throne!“ 

MOSES——< So Iſrael once, for their Idolatry, 
«© ſtood all condemned to Death.—Ler me alone, the Al- 
„ mighty ſaid, that in a Meoment-T may deftiroy tb 
«« knew the Cauſe was juſt. And never ſhall forger how , 
«© he wrought for his EAT Nane's Sake.” 

GABRIEL — “ That was but a faint Image of 
« this. fe cov ene RR 
« and all his Hoſts in Triumph were ready to ſay, i 
<< beyond the ATuicnTY bimfelf to our Plan. 
His Honour, Law, and Truth ot ge bim to accompliſh the 

„bing ve would—Dewote the Werld to Death.” 

404. — No the full Purport of thoſe myſterious _ 
„Words. The Seed of the Woman fhall bruiſe iſe the Serpent's © 

Head. once the Foundation of all my Hopes, Fl 4 
but little underſtood, now their full Purport all opens i 
to View. — On the Croſs, he ſpoiled Principalities and ii 
Powers, ſapped the Foundation of Satan's Hopes, and 
15200 . 


Work of Redemption, inſdead of 
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Saved then in 


„ . 
never have been forgotten. But no ſooner did Mankind 
,. inereaſe, but they turned their Backs on God: And in 

«« a few Apes, all began to fink into Idolatry. Then was 
I born an Ur of the Chaldees, where I might have lived 
<< anddicd from God, and been now among tlie 


Damned, had not God of his ſovereign Grace viſited 


% my Soul, and called me from the Idols of my native 

« Land. But behold, now here I am, and here is aac 

'<© my Son, and Jacob my Grandſon, and Thouſands of 

* my Poſterity, in Glory! Everlaſting Praiſe is due 10 
<< free and ign Grace.” 


bad now been with Judas in the burning Lake.” | 


<< marvellous Light, and now hath 
« World of Joy !---Eternal Praiſes to the 
[Thouſands and Millions will peak the ſame Language, 
and all join to proftrat- themſelves before the '[hrone, 
and pive all the Glory and Praiſe of their Salvation 
to God and to the Lamb: And with the moſt ſervent 
Love and Gratitude, attended with the deepeſt Hu- 
mility and Reverence, devote themſelves tw © 
through Jeſus Chriſt for ever and ever. IM 
— this is obferved. « very natural muſt the fol- 
lowing Reflections be.] 
GABR FL—« How is Satan diſappointed in every 
« Reipet! And Heaven become a more glorious and 
« happy Place than ever it was! —— 1 remember, when 
«© there was nothing but Love, Order and Harmony in 
Heaven and Earth. I remember when Satan, a glo- 
12 rioas Archangel firſt broke Order in Heaven, roſe up 
in Rebellion againſt the ALMA, f; and howhecar- 
«« ried the Infection down to Earth. And I remember the 
horrible Tragedies he has ated over, from Age to Age. 
* « at the Head of the Powers of Bact. roling in the 
| N Children 


of the two, 2nd paſſing by the young Man in the Goſpel: For in- 
finite Wiſdom always acts on the higheſt an- beſt Resſ u. Bur 
becauſe Sau! was not choſen tor his Goodneſs, being — 
Sinners. 1 Tim. i. 35. Yer God had wiſe Ends in his Choice * 
2 16.) As no Doubt he always has, h in innumerable 
they are abſolutely beyond ovr Reach. has a R. 
— as the great Sovereign of the Univerſe to do as he 
But he always does what is wiſeſt to be done. His Sovereignty is 4 


and an infin ile P moral 
2 r 
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Children of Diſobedience, and 
Mankind with Si 
ſition he 
Dragon, thinking by Fire and Sword to bear down all 
before him; and then as an Angel of Light, ſpreading 
Deluſions | 
2 if 
now 


, 2 
22222222222 2 


* tations of divine and diminiſh the Happineſs 
«© of the intelleQual Syſtem; he is alſo diſappointed in 
<< this. For God has ſhewn his Wrath in ſuch a Manner, 
<< as to render the Riches of his glorious Grace infinitely 
. << the more conſpicuous, in the Sight of all the In- 
«<< habitants of Heaven; and their and Joy ariſe 
| I her, than if theſe 1 had never 

ngs have 


A 


* 
% 
= 


in the Permiſſion of 81 N. "8 
«« ſedacing Mankind, and raiſing all this Confuſion in the 
«© Syfiem, has occaſioned the ALutouTy 'to alert his 
' «© Own Supremacy, and ſet his own Son at the Head of 
*+ the Creation, and in him to bring all Things wo an 
«« everlaſting Eſtabliſhment, in a Wa moſt honourable to 
„God and advantageous bo — — 7 
is diſappointed in every R ——— He meant all for 
Ei. But lo, God meant all for Good, to bring to pals 
us it bs this Day. 5 
So all his Succeſſes have now at laſt ended in the 
e eternal Ruin of his Cauſe: And his Triumphs, ia 
And all the Miſchief he hath wrought, in Fact 
© brought down a ten - fold Vengeance on himſelf, — — 
« Lake of Fire and Brimſtone ; where he is to 
« lic, weltring ander divine Wrath, through endlcſs 
Ages, to exhibit to the View of all Intelligences, the 
evil Nature and dreadful Co of Rebellion. 
«© Mean while, Gos and his Messias ret 
« for ever rei o——_ 
* b-uiſed the Sergent's Head, Annes. HalltsLujan,” 
Sach will be the Reflections of Angels and Saints after 
the Day of Judgment, when they have ſeen God's grand 
Plan finiſhed, and from thoſe celeſtial Regions look back 
And nuw, who can doubt, but that the Humility, 
Holineſs, and Happineſs of the Saved will be much 
ter, perhaps a Thouſand Times, Ten Thou- ' 
d T1 ; than if theſe Thing 


more Good to the Syſtem, on the Whole, than if Sin 

and Miſery had been for ever unknopn; yea, almot' 

infinitely more? 3 

Obje&ien. ** But was there no other Way, in Which 

„God could have made Angels and Men as holy and 

% happy without the Permiſſion of Sin 7 | | 
. N 2 


binder joſeph's being ſold ; fo his not in 
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ow No. Not if there were no other Way, in 
he could fo clearly and fully manifeſt, and ſo 
advantageouſly communicate himſ.;f to his Creatures as 


this.——-For his Creatures can neither be holy or happys | 


but in the Knowledge and Enjoyment of him. Now, if 


Lam notable to prove there was no Way, yet the Objefor 


cannot poſſibly contrive a Way, in which God could have 
given ſuch clear and full Manifeſtations of himſelf, and 
communicate Good to his Creatures, in every Reſpect ſo 
advantageouſly, Sin and Miſery being tor ever unknown, 
as he has, and will, upon the preſent Plan. So that, 
for aught the ObjeQor, or I. know, this, of all poſſible 
Plans, may be the beſt contrived, to give a full and clear 
Manifeſtatjon of the Deity, and raiſe .nteiligences to the 
higheſt Piich of moral Perfection and Happineſs. And 
its being choſen by inSoite Wiid:m before all others, 
R an} og - actually the Caſe. 
_ - fla Argument, God's I 
Joſeph to be fold into Egypt in the Manner be was, of 
other M $ was, as Things were ciicumſtanced, the 


b: | calculated to anſwer the noble Ends God had in View; 


a leaſt, ſo far as we can ſee: And God's actually chooſing 


that Method, demonſtrates, it was actually the beſt; in- 


finite Wiſdom being judge. 50 here—Gof's "ag 
out the preſent Plan is, ot all poſſible Methods, the 

to anſwer the noble Ends God has in View; at leaſt, fo 
far as we can ice: And God's chocſing this, before all 
others, demonſtrates, that this is actually the Caſe ; in- 
finite Wiſdom being Jud 


yg. << Bet es 20 be che beſt Mathed to | 


« accompliſh the Ends Gcd had in View, and grant his 
« Ends are ever ſo noble and glorious ; yet how could it 
be right, for him to 4 Evil, that Good might come ? 
Anſw. 1. As God was not obliged 10 1aterpoſe and 
terpoſing. cannot 
be called, doing Evil —And God's nut hindering the 
Apoſtacy of Augels and Men, can in no Senſe be called, 
dein Evil that Can might come; unleſs we can firſt prove, 
that he was bound to hinder tbem. And let this once be 
proved, the Conſequence will be, if any of God's Crea- 
tures and Subjects, at any Time fin, then God muſt bear 


the Blame. And fo, not the Creature, but the Creator, 


— 


2. In 


„eee 


Ne A a « 44 os wb 
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2. In ſome Caſes, even we ourſelves have a Right, in | 
a Senſe, to permit Sin, and may act wiſcly in doing fo, as 
common Senſe teaches all Mankind.—Thbus, a wiſe and 
good Mater, who has a very «lazy, unfaithful, deceitful 
ant, whom he often catches at Play, when he ou he ' 
> hay P 


| gh 
| jw yr > ot And thls is nat in, Bol, obar Goat 
may come, but acting wiſely, in Order . 
_ deceitful Servant. | 
3. God was at the Head of the Syſtem, which was all | 
his on; and it belonged to him, to lay out a univerſal 
Plan, if I may compare p_ vgs with ſmall, juſt as 
it belongs to the Head of a Family, to lay out Family- 
Schemes. And he knew perfettly well, what would be 
moſt to his own Honour, and to the general Good of the 
Syſtem, whether to become Surety for all Intelligences at 
their firſt Creation, before they had learnt their Need of 
his Iuterpoſitĩon or, rather, to lei them take theirCoarle, 
and learn by Experience, what was no «ther Way ſo well 
to be learnt, that they might be the better opened bs 
acknowledge him as the only Being by Nature immutably 
good, and to receive with ſuitable Gratitude, this Super- 
Creation-Grace, and give him Opportunity, mean While, 
to ſhew that he was the Loa p, and fill the whole Syſtem © 
with his Glory, to the great Increaſe of the Holineſs and 
Happineſs of his Creatures.---And he had a Right to 
conduct according to his own Wiſdom, and to do what he 
knew would be beſt to be done.“ 

Ocheck. Well, if God wills Sin, then it ſeems Sin 
is agreeable to his Wall. And if from all Eteraity be * 
«« decreed the Miſery of his Creatures, then it ſeems, | 
their Mitery ſuits him. Beſides, what is decreed mutt 
* neceſſarily come to paſs, and ſo our Freedom is del- 
<< troyed. All which are contrary to Scripture, and to 
« common Senſe.” 

Aae Well,“ ſays the idle deceitful Servant, bo 
was catched at his Play, and ſuffercd to take his own 
Courſe for a whole Hour,  —<- Well, Maſter, now I fee 
4 you love I ſhould be lazy, and play ; for otherwiſe you 

N 3 | „ would 

o See Mr. Epwanns on Literty, c. Page 26o---267. 
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Ty 
_ * would have hindered "me. Aud now I ſee you love o 


Al which would not only be contrary to common 


- 


5 -ant „ 
very ſaucy and provoking, that his Mailer would not 
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% whip me, for. the Sake of Whipping ; for otherwile 
pping 

% you would not have ſuffered me to have deſerved it. 
*« Bekides, you decreed to permit me to play on, that 
% whole Hour; and fo I could not poſſibly help it.” — 


great Perverſeneſs, and be ſo 


think it needful to give any particular Anſwer, but rather 
proper to puniſh ham according to his Deſerts. For it 
muſt be plain to the Servant at the ſame Time, that Idle- 
nes and Deceitfulneſs were the Things his Maſter hated 
in him. And he muſt know, he acted freely and deſerved 
the Whip: And that it became his Maſter to puniſh ſuch 


u Villain, not only becauſe he deſerved it, but alſo that 


his other Servants might hear and fear, and do no more 
ſo wickedly.---Nothing can be plainer, than that the 
acted freely in bringing about the Death of Chriſt, And 


it was one of the greateſt Crimes that ever was comminted. 


And yet it came to paſs according to the divine Decree. 
AA, ti. 23. and iv. 28. And none ever thought, becauſe 


from all Eternity God decreed the Death of his Son, that 


therefore his Agonies on the Croſs were pleaſing to his. 
Father, as one that loves to fee others in Miſery merely 
for Miſery's Sake. | | 
OG. But yet, Is it not a Pity, any are finally loſt? . 
Would it not have been better, if all had been ſaved 7 
Anſev. It would, no doubt, be better for their own 


| Intereſt, if the Rebels in an earthly Kingdom woull all 


come in, and ſubmit: And they would in ſuch a Conduct 


me more Reſpe& io their lawto) Sovereign. On which 


Accounts their Sovereign may fend and ſincerely invite 
and command them to return and ſubmit, although he 
knows they will not, and is at the ſame Time determined 
to do no more, but upon their obſtinate Refuſal [as the 
beſt Thing that can be done} to make them Examples of 
his Wrath, in the Sight and for the Inſtruction of all his 
Dominions. Nor can any juſtly ſay, it is a Pity he did 
not take more Pains with them, or that it is a Pity he 
puniſhed them at all!“ | 
Pharaoh 


And might not ſuch an earthly Monarch ſend to ſuch 22 


* 
end ſay, As Ive, I have no Pleaſure in vaur Death. (Eæet. xxxiii. 31. 


l juſſering towards you, et willing ory of 5er ſoould be f. 


0 


Angels, and Saints, throug 


| Honour and Inſtruction of all his Dominions! --Surely none ever 


ul 
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Pharach had ſhewn more Reſpect to God, and it had 
been more for his Iatereſt, had he repenied of his Oppreſ- 
ſions, and without Delay yielded Obedience to the divine 


Command, and let Iſrael But no Man has Reaſon to 
think, it had been better if God had ſaid or done more tao 


make him obedient, or that it was a Pity, God puniſhed 


him at laſt as he did. [lt was the beſt Thing that could 


be done. 
Moſes beheld all his Condut. And Moſes beheld 


the Puniſhment the ALuicary inflicted on him and on 


his Army. And what did Moſes think? Did he think, 


it was a Pity, that proud and haughty Monarch was ſa ”. 
brought down ?—a Pity, the cruel Egyptians were thus 


drowned ? Or did not the divine Conduct 


appear perfe& 
in Wiſdom, Glory, and Beauty ?—Now if none are 


finally loſt, but thoſe who deſerve eternal Damnation, as 
really as Pharaoh and his Hoſt did to periſh in the Red 
Sea; and whoſe eternal Damnation will turn as much to 
the Honour of God and general Good of God's choſen 
People, as did the Deſtruction of Pharaoh and his Hoſt, 
and as much more as perfectly to aniwer to the 
Importance of the Caſe ; it is not at. all ſtrange ir 
eternal Damnation ſhould appear in the Eyes 
h eternal Apes, in as beautiful 
and glorious a Light, as did the Deſtruction of Pharach 
and his Hoit, to Moſes, when he compoſed and Tang that 


Death, but that all ſhould came to „(e Per. iii. g.) And that 


with the utmott Sincerity. - although he knew their Ubſtinacs was . 


ſo great that thzy would not har ken; and although he was before 
determined to do no more, but (as the beſt Thiog that could be 
done) to proceed to their Execution, for the Vindication of his 


th:wght but that an earthly Sovereign may in ſuch a Caſe have a 
real and fincere Regard to the Welfaregf his Subjects, confidered 
as Men; although he is determined, as a wiſe Governor, to ſbeww 


His Wrath, in their Deſtruction, confidered as obftinate Rebels, — 5 


having endured 2vith much Long- ing. (Rom. ix. 22) Nor did ever 
any doubt but that he has K La api — to his Fndeavours 


and to his Patience, or that it becomes him to do fo. (P/alm 1xxxi. 
$--13.) And if God's Conduct in giving up obſtinate Sinners is 
.confi:tent with all the tender Concern he expreſſe for them, his de- 
c eeing to conduct ſo is conſiſtent too. It he acts conſiſtentiy, it 


was oonſiſtent to determine to act ſo.---It may be obſerved, that as 


the Scriptures take it for granted, Mankind are moral Agents, and 
rover So jecte of moral Government z ſo do I in all the above 
— Nur is it needful I ſhould enter particularly into this 


Point again, aſter what has been already publiſhed, {See my True 


Fel gica deliniated, and. Series on. Cal. dd. 26. 
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r in the xvth Chapter of Exodus. —__ 

2 thought it a Pity, their Monarch and his Army 
were loſt, Yea, to them it appeared a dreadfully ſhock- 
ing Aﬀair.—But Moſes ſang, The Lon b bath rriumphed 
GLORIOUSLY. And was excecdingly rejoiced, to ſee 
that he had thus ſewn bis Power, — Jaid a Foundotion 
to have his Name declared rhroughaut all the Earth. 
And thus will it appear to all the Inhabitants of Heaven, 
when Satan and all his Adherents lie overwhelmed in the 
Lake of Fire and Brimfione. And therefore the heavenly 
Hoſts are in Scriptore, as for ing the Song of 
Aces; triumphing in Defiruion of Satan and bis 
Adherents, as Moſes did in the DeftruQion of Pharaoh 
and his Army! (Rev. xv. 3.) And as repeating their 
Hatilerujans, exulting 3 re joĩcing while they. fee 
the Sm:ke of their Torment aſcending for ever and ever ! 
(Rev. xix. 1--6.) 

Nor need ut ſeem ftrange, that the Inhabitants of Hea- 
ven, who have ſo great a ReſpeR to God, and are ſuch 
hearty Friends to his Intereſt and to the Honour of his 
Government, ſhould ſo entirely acquieſce in the ri 
Puniſhment of his inveterate, obſtinate Enemies. If vin- 
dictive Wrath were nothing but groundleſs, arbitrary 
Vengeance, it would be gene another Thin But as it 
is (in the Governor of the World) nothing 1 
C i 
down in a wiſe and righteous Manner the 5 ener of God, 
of Virtue, and of the Syſtem, it cannot but appear i in- 
fauely amĩable in the Eyes of the Inhabitants of Heaven 
It is much more ſtrange, that any who heartily acquieſce 
in the Goſpel-Way ot Salvation, ſhould be ſtumbled at 
the final Puniſhment of the Wicked. It muſt be ſtrange 
Fartiality i in us, indeed, to acquieſce in the Death of 
God's own Sen, when ſtanding in the Room of Sinners, 

and yer to object againſt the Puniſhment of Sinners them- 

ſelves. It argues, either that we are very ſcliſh, 3 


„ Vindiive Juſtice if I miſtake not, ariſes wholly from Love, 

and is always under the Direction of infinite Wiſdom. And it ſ-, 
it is an amiable Perfection in the Deity. Love is the Sum of the 
Moral Law, which is a Tranſcript of the moral Perlections of 
God: Therefore Lowe is the Sum of God's moral Perfections. 
Love to God, to Virtue, and to the Syſtem, will naturally induce 
* of the World to puniſh thoſe who are obſtinate Ene- 


— eee eee eee 
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that we love the Son of God leſs than we do God's ob- 
ſtinate Enemies, to be content that he ſhould bear the 
Curſe of the Law, but loth that they ſhould. The ſame 
Views which cauſe the Saints en Heaven to to acquieſce in 
God's ſetting forth his own Son to be a Propitiation for 
Sin. to ſecure the Honour of the divine Juſtice, at the 
ſame Time lead them cordially to approve of the eternal 
Damnation of obſtinate Sinners themſelves. 

Betides, to uie the Apoltle's own Words, who was in- 


| fpired by him who has a perfect View of all Things, and 


knows what is belt in ſo important a Caſe, (Rom. 1x. 22.) 
What if God, willing to fſhew his Wrath, and make bis 
Power known, endured aui. h much Long-ſuffering the "om 
of Wrath fitted for Deftruction ? What if God, 
doubtleſs is the fitteſt Jadge, and to whom alone the = 
ciſion of this Affair belonged, hat if God thought it beſt 
to ſingle out ſome of his apodate Creatures, ſome of his 
obſtinate Enemics, who inveterately hate him and = 
Government, and Pharach - like, bid him Defiance; 1 
ſay, What if God thought it beſt to fingle out ſome of 
theſe, to be Examples of his Wrath, to be viſible Monu- 
ments of his Juſtice and Power, n_— 
might eternally fee how infinitely he hates Si 
cally he can ſubdue his Enemies, and d what a «ra 
Thing it is to rife in Rebellion 22 
And that be might make known the Riches 
the Veffeis of Atercy, which be bad 4 
Glory: That, by the Means, he might : 
| Freeneſs and Greatneſs of -his Grace, exerciſed towards 
the Saved, in the moſt conſpi Point of Light, who 
in their Deſtruction will exercally fee what deſerved, 
and muſt certainly have endured, but for the dying Love 
of Chriſt, and ſovereign Grace of God ?— What if in- 
finite Wiſdom has judged this the beſt Plan? Who is 
there among all finite Intelligences, that has Right or 
Reaſon to object? | 
Och. But if this Plan was really the beſt, Why do 
* not Mankind now prefer it above all others, and 
„ heartily rejoice in it? Why fo much Murmuring 
% around the World?” 
Anſw. It was but about an hundred Miles from Egypt 
to Canaan, and in forty Days, conducted by ALuiGHTiy,. 
Ä ˙ ö 
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1 all ſtruck dead in one 
8 — ty-· hve Thouſand once were 
in yrian 5 XIK. the Iſraelites 
might have taken 33 ſpent their 
3 in Feaſting and Joy. And had they been offered 
their Choice, no doubt they would bave | preferred this 
+ before their N in the Wilder- 
where the Lord led them through a Land of Deiarts 
Pits, through a Land of Droughr, and of the 
of Death, through a Land that no Man paſſeth 
and where no „ and \uffered them to 
to thirſt, and for their Murmurings under their 
Trials, ſtruck them dead by Hundreds and Thouſands, 
do they . y cared only for their own preſent carnal 
and Comfort _ die no Reliſh to 


to have their Hearts humbled and 
to know that not for their Ri 
Into that good Land; On ny ng on 
that Inftruftion which 41 — might 
obtain from their Trials, and from 2 
them thoſe 4o Years in the Wilderneſs. And had Moſes 
been able to open to their View the great and glorious 
Ends which were likely to be anſwered, they ſoon would 
Have replied, ““ And what Good will it do us, if all the 
« Earth is filled with his Glory, and if all theſe Ends 
* are accompliſhed, and if it will be better for the Nation 
jn che long Run? What Good will all this do us, fo 
rr lt 
Had been better for us to have lived and died in Egypt. 
Yea, rennen than to 
t we undergo, and die here at laſt.” Nor 
in the Power of Moſes to have ſtopt their 
he could have changed their Hearts. 
ea, notwithſtanding alt that God himſelf faid to them, 
they continued murmuring in their Tents, till wy oma 
obliped to execute terrible Vengeance upon them. Four- 
— pes Hund, e were ſtruck dead at one 
Time. (Nam. xvi. 49. Now all theſe Things bafpened- 
en them for our Enſampler, and they are written for our 
— — aaa | 


as being at i 
infinite Wi of the Deity 
monſtration, that of all 
beſt. Therefore the Fault is 


but themſelves, we now can plain! 
at the Day of Judgment, that 
acted wiiely. And then every M 
And fince we are certain this will final 


before him: Let ſuch a haugh 
the Ar uicarr is above him, an 


Wretch know, that 
all 


can 
his Schemes without his Conſent. For having 
with all proper Long-ſuffering ſuch impudent Sinners, lie 


eternal DeftraQion, 10 the Honour of his Name, and W 


the eternal Inſtruction of the Saved. 


as a Th 


only Thiog to be all | 
as moral of the World; — as for fuch, I fay, 
is impoſſible to reconcile any Part of God's Plan to 
fundamental Maxim. For if nothing was of Impor 
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 Hreatened at all? Or the finning Angels expelled the 
= World, and the human Race all doomed 10 
Death for the fr Tranſpreffon ? And if our Good is all 
© _ that God nov has in View, why have not more Pains 
deen taken for our Recovery, from Age to Age, from the 
the World? Yea, are not infinite 
Power efFeQually exerted to render 
Saved, if this Principle is 
to ſee any of their Fellow- 
-Torments. Nor can the eterual 
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recofer the Wicked, but to give them their final Doom. 
Chriſt will not come to ſave a guilty World, but to judge 
them. Not cloathed with Love, bot in ng Fire. 
Not to do them Good, but to take Pengenace. (2 Thel. i 
Not out of Love to them, but to few bi 
(Rom. ix. 22.) Not to purify them, but to caſt them, 
like worthleſs Cha. into anguenchable Fire. (Matt. iii. 12.) 
Not to fit them for, and finally to bring them to Heaven, 
with the good Wheat, but as Tares to burn them ap. 
(Mart. xiii. 30.) Not aiming at their Good, as Veſſels 
of Mercy, but aiming at their Deffra&ion as Feffels of 
Wrath. (Rom. ix. 22.) Not to diſcipline them for a 
Seaſon, but to puniſh them with everlaſiing DeftraZtion. 
(2 Thef. i. 9.) Send them into evoriafting Fire, (Matt. 
xxv. 41.) into everlaſting Puniſhment, (Ver. 46.) where 
the Worm never dies, and the Fire is not quenched, (Mark 
ix. 44, 46, 48.) but the Smoke of their Torment Gall 
aſcend for ever and ever. [Rev. xix. 3.)——Aud the 
Eternity of Hell · Torments will effectually convince the 
whole Syſtem, that God has an infinite Regard to fome- 
thing elſe beſides merely the Good of his Creatures; as 
it is meet and fit he ſhould. (See Mal. i. 6-14.) And 
this Part of his Conduct will help to his Pic · 

ture, and finiſh his true Character, in 


ans 
— , 


As for the common Plea, that “ God needs nothing 
from his Creatures, and ſo can only aim at their God: 
It is a Way of Reaſcning contrary to the vniverſal Senſe 


of Mankind, in all Caſes in any Meaſure analogous. 
The Father does not require Honour from the Son, 
merely becauſe he needs it; but becauſe he deſerves it. 
The Maſter does not require Reverence from his Servant, 


Force of that Reaſoning, in Mal. i. 6. 4 Son bonoureth bis 
Father, and a Servant his Maſter: If then I be a Father, 
wwhere is mine Hrn, ? And if I be a Maſter, wvbere is my 
Fear ? ſaith the Lord of Hefe. Ver. 8. And if ye offer © 
the Blind for Sacrifice, ah” Ewil * And if je offer a 
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it now unt thy 
Pleaſed with thee, — — 
of Hefts. Ver. 14. Curſed be the Deceiver, 


any Way to eftablih that Maxim, which 
as 228 Foundation of almoſt all the modern 


ne Gr toon, or f the, mor 
juſt, 


or that the moral 
For if he deſerves 


4 Jaa to gre him che Glory chat is bis Due. They 
inceſſantly cry, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hefts; the 
avbole Earth 3; full of thy Glory. (Ifai. vi. 3.) They fall 
down the Throne, and worſhip him that liverh for 
ever and ever, and ca their Crowns before be Throne, 
Jars, YoWw ave wivty 36 eutebar Gihey, and Honour, «nd 
Fer thou haſt created all Things; and for thy 
— they are and were created. (Rev. iv. 10, 11.) 
It the Honour of God is of infinite Importance in 
 Itſelf—then it is infinitely deſirable for itfelfi—and then to 
Tec God honoured and exalted, —— 
_Happifying to holy Intelligences—And that Plan which is 
db to this, will be the moſt app ifying Plan—And 
may be Ha is on fuch a 
Plan, and yet all Things n 
ly appear 222 ſtriking Light, chat there was 
J God had an infinite Regard to, beſides the 
H of his Creatures. — On this Hypotheſis all the 
Parts of God's Plan may be accounted for. 
But if the Honour of God is of no Importance in 
itſelf—then it is not deſitable for itfelf—nor will it be a 
vappiſying Sig Sight, to ſee God exalted—nor that Plan that 
uited to exalt God, a happifying Plan—yea, no good 
End can be anſwered by ſuch a Plan—and ſo no Part of 
| God's preſent Plan can be accounted for. 
If the Creature's Happineſs is the only Thing of Worth 


c 


\ "_ wn 
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employed only to promote it—and the everlaſting Puniſh- 
meat of the Damned can anſwer =o good End: As, on this 
Hypotheſis, none can deſerve it, nor can God defire it, 
or any holy Being acquieſce in it, or receive any Inftruc- 
tion from it. And why God ever permitted 87 


Sin or 
Miſery to enter into his World, ry tags wage» unac- 


countable: As will Step God has taken 
Intelligences ever ſince Satan's A For 1 
not God inftantly reftore fallen Angels and fallen 

and immediately confirm them, if their Welfare was the 


oxy Thing of Worth? 4 


in a Word, 1 hembly conceive, this Poſition, that 


the Weifare of Creatures is the only Thing of Worth, and © 


rhe cl Thing to be regarded by the moral Governor of the 
Uuiverſe, is one of the moſt groundleſs, irrational, un- 


ſcriptural Poſitions, that ever was laid down; little, if 


Abſur- 
worie 


any Thing ſhort of, nay, worſe than the groſſeſt 
cities practiſed by the Hearhen. For what did they 
(Lom i. 25.) Bat on this Hy the Creature alone 
is to be ſerved; and God himſelf, the glorious Creator, 
is to become his almi 


is become his Servant. — No Wonder, ſuch a Scheme 
ſuits the Heart of fallen Creatures. And its being ever 
broached, or ever received, in God's Dominions, by any 
of his Creatures, is a full Demonſtration, that they are 
fallen indeed. Yea, not only fallen, bat ſunk into fo 
great Degeneracy and Deluſion, as to think, that God 


himſelf is fallen too, and quite turned to be of their Side. 
And now they love him, and thick all is well! Fm 


I. 21. Theu thoughteſt I was alioget her ſuch @ one as 
But it is Time to proceed, as was propoſed, 


III. To make ſome practical Improvement of the 


Whole. And, 

1. What has been ſaid may be of Uſe to aflift us to form 
right Ideas of God. "The Law gives us a true Picture of 
the moral Perſections of the divine Nature. God is exactly 
what the Law ſpeaks him to be.— Vet the Gaſpel ſets his 
moral Perfections in a ſlili clearer Light: i he Glory of 
| | O 2 Fe," Gad 

(* See this proved in my True Religias delineated, P. 215.) 


ſerve the Creature more than the Creator? 


Servant; and to be loved only 
and merely for his Faithfulneſs in the Creature's Service: 
—— — The Creature has taken the Throne, and the Creator 
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God ſhines exceeding brightly in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt. 
2 I God's univerſal Plau, comprehending Law and 
—＋ 4 and all God's Diſpenſations from the Foundation 
of the World to the final Conſummation of all Things, 
ſets bis moral Character in the completeſt and moſt ſtriking 
Point of Light; and puts us under vaſt Advantages, even 
? op oe Mfr Sod th in the 
| Rnowledge of the Deity —— Indeed, had we that high 
 Kelifh for divine Knou1: that good Taſte r divine 
Beauty, which they in Heaven have, our Proficiency 
might bear a great Reſemblance to theirs. But, Oh how 
Rupid are we to divine Things! Having Eyes to ſee, and 
fee not: Ears to hear, and hear not; neither do we under- 
and: Hearts of Stone, that have no Feeling. We are 
even as Beaſts before him. So that while his Glory ſhines 
all around us, we are in profourtid Dark neſs. O for 
the Jafluences of the bleſſed Spirit, to awaken our Atten- 
tion to the Manifeſtations he makes of himſelf, and to give 
us a true Taſte and Reliſh to the Beauty of divice Things! 
Then woald our Hearts be enlarged, to love the Lord our 
God, and to fear him, and to walk in all his Ways, and 
to re vice in the Wiidom of his univerſal Government. 
© for that blefied Day, when we ſhall receive the Holy 
Spirit in a full and perfect Meaſore ! Then ſhall we ſee no 
longer in this dark Manner, but as it were Face to Face. 
U in a Mealute, at once, take ia the Idea which God 
Has exhibited of himſelf, and be raviſhed with the 
Wi dom, Glory, and Beaety of his univerſal Plan. 
2. What has been ſaid may be of Uſe to affift us not 
only to form right Notions of all finite Intelligences, as 
being in their belt Eſtate at an infinite Remove from Self- 
ſufficiency and abſolute Independence, the peculiar Pre- 
rogatives of him who alone is by Nature immutable ; but 
it may alſo be of ſpecial Uſe to aſſiſt us to juſt Notions of 
the true Character of Mankind, now in their fallen State. 
Fatis are ftubborn Things. The ſteady Conduct of Man- 
kind, from the Fall to this Day, gives their true Cha- 
racter beyond Diſpute. Ocly think what they ougbt 10 
be, perfectly in Love with God, and full of Love to one 
another; and ſee what their Conduct has always been 
towards God, and towards one another. — Towards God. 
Je do always refift the Holy Ghoſt : As your Fathers did, fo 
do ye. Which of the Prophets ba ve not your Fathers 1 


. , " 
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Coming of the juſt Ox ; of whom ye have been now rhe "1 
Betrayers and the Murderers (Ads vil. 51, $2.) — Towards : 
one another. Living in Malice and Envy, bateful and bating 
one another. (Tit. iii. 3.) 5 

wund live in Hatred, and Strife 
Among 1ihemficlves, and levy cruel Wars, 
Wafting the Earth, kach other to deſtroy : 
8 if HR might - us to accord) | 

F Day e b en in Cate. M1iTon. 
And lo obſtinate in their finful Ways, that in Fact no 
external Means have ever been able to reclaim them. 80. 


* 


alienated from God, that no Arguments can perſuade 
them to be reconciled. So that notwithſtanding all the 
outward Means which have been uſcd, yer ſtill the World 
is as it was. The Chriftian Nations very little better, if 
ſo good, as ſome Heathen have been. (M. xii. 44.) 

3. What has been ſaid may be of Uſe to realize to us 
the infinitely evil Nature acd dreadful Conſequences of 
Sin. Let us view the Lake of Fire and Brimilone, and. 
ſee what will be the Ifſue of the grand Rebellion. Sia 
has turned Angels into Devils, and baniſhed them from 
Heaven, and will confine them for ever to the burning. . © 
Lake, with all their Adherents from this apoſtate World. = 
Let us view God's Conduct towards Sin from the Be- 4 
ginning of the World to the Conſummation of all Things, 1 
and we may fee how infinitely he hates it, and how re- 
ſolved he is to ſuppreſs it.—Oh, how infinitely dreadful 

had been our Calc in this fallen Worid, had a Saviour 
never been provided! -F 
4. What has been ſaid tends to give us the ſuhlimeſt | 
Ideas of the divine Interpoſitiun on the Fall of Man, to 
defeat Satan's Deſigus, and bring 1ninite Good out of all 
the Evils that Satan intended. ——O the Depth of the 
Knowledge, Wiſdom and Grice of God! Glorious ia 
Holinefs, fearful in Praiſes, doing Wonders! This Theme 
is worthy of eternal Contemplation, and will appear new 
and freſh and raviſhing through eternal Ages, to all he 
bleſſed Inhabitanis of the upper World: Eſpecialiy to the 

Bzrve, the Lauz's Wires, The S wed trom among 
Men will have ſome Ideas and Joys quit: peculiar 16 . 
themſelves, that even the Elect Angels will not intermeddle 
. with: And eg à newo Seng rat none can learn, but | 
echo were redeemed from ES. {Rev. xiv. 3. 
n WZ 
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4 8. 1 
=” that they can be inattentive to all this te oe 
on ſecure in Siu, and perſiſt in their to Satan's. 
Intereſt. although they know that Satan and his Hoſts, and 
all his Adherents, are deſlined to the Lake of Fire and 
Brimaone? ** O poor, blind, infatuated Creatures ! to 
289882228282 » who ſo maticicuſly 
* ſought our total Ruin, decei the happy Pair, and 
rer in Woe! to adhere to him, when 
your Ruin! to be deaf to the kind Calls 
- ' « of the Son of God, who means to defeat Satan's 
40 and has died in the Cauſe, and now in 
<< Heaven with the ſame Views, and invites us all to ſub- 
« mit to his Government and truſt in his Blood! And can 
„ you ill go on in bold Dekance of almighty Ven- 
«« peance? and make a left of eternal Burnings ?* ——— 
Oh, how horrid the Thought. infinitely horrid the 
"Thought, that ſo many of the human Race are daily im- | 
precating Damnation apon theraſelves, calling upon God 
to damn their Souls to Hell! Poor Creatures, they little 
- think what Damnation means! they little think what it is 
0 fall into the Hands of the living God! —Who that loves 
God, or has any Compaſſion for immortal Souls, can think 
| of the preſent blind and mĩſerabl State of a fallen World, 
. nf > yagi 
. 


ſaid, ** Surely he is rent in Pieces, and 1 ſhall ſhe kim'no 
«« more!” and afterwards when Simeon was left in Egypt, 
looked darker ftill, «+ Joſeph is not, and Simeon 
* is not, and now will ye take away Benjamin alſo! all 
s theſe Things are againſt me!“ and yer in the End, he 
ſaw the Wiſdom, Beauty and Glory of the whole Plan 
wifich God had laid: So ſhall ic be here. How dark ſoever 
the preſent State of the World is, and how dark ſoever it 
E - has been for long Ages paſt, that it has har ly looked like 
EF GoJ's World, bu -cather hike a World where Sutan reigns ; 
| and how impoſſible ſoe ver it may ſcem, that all ſhould iſſue 
well z yet we have the greateit Rea on to believe it will, 
and to rejoice in the Profo: ct of that bleſſed Day. 
* very Plan which infanc Wildom choſe 
+ before 


_ is 4. ad G G _ 2 * 4 
** 4 * * PPV 2 
1 4 Y hh, * * 
V * 2 TY 


in the Permiſſion of S1 n. 
before all other poſũi ble Plans: The very Plan which 
himſelf laid out - all the Parts laic! out 


God 
Deſi ga every 


1 hing adjuſted by infinite Wiidon. The Whole therefore 


muſt be perfect in Wiſdom, Glory and Beauty; and will 
ſo, when once it is finiſhed. 

Look through the lefſer Parts of God's great and aniverſal 
Plan, his Diſpenſations to Jacob and Joieph, to Moles and 
the Iſraelites of old; theſe, althoꝰ once very dark, are now 
fall of Light, and eaſy to be enderſtood. And if God's 
Works are wiſe and beautiful, ſo far as we can underſtand 

them, this argues that the Whole arc ſo. For doubtleſs 
all are of a Piece, the Author being the ſame, and always 
acting like himſelf. | 

des, notwuthſt 


in our Day, and in all Ages paſt, there may be Time cnough 
yet, before the Day of judgment, for fuch great-Events as 
may put quite a new Face upon the Whole. Nor uted we 
doubt the Accompliſhmeuts of theſe Events, becauſe 
they have been ſo long delayed. It ĩs 


diſappoint their To Adam be ſaid, The Seed 
of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's Head, Adam lived 


above nine Hundred Years, and looked, and waited, and 


died. But it was above eleven Hundred Years after his 
Death, before God ever fo much as mentioned his ancient 
Promiſe. All his Poſerity on Earth, eight only 

deitroyed, mean While, in the general . That fome 


= ſe.— Till in the Days of Abrabam it was renewed. 
—— - Again they look, but ſtil] it does not come - but 


two Thouſand Years more.—And then behold it is come! 
the joyful Day is come! 7 bring you good Tidings of great 
Foy, ſaid the Angel, for bi. r 

1 ſce not why the PiediQtions of the glorious Days are not 


as full aud plain as the Predictions of the Meſſiah : Nor why 


we may not as firmly beheve the ſetting 


up of his Ki 


as of old they believed his coming in the Fleſh. It is cer- | 


tain, this is a great Objection of the Jews again our Jeſus 
being the true Mefliah, that the Things propheſied of the 
Meſfah have never been fulfilled in him. That the Nations 
ſhall beat their Swords into P/ougb-Shares, and their Spears 
znto Pruning-Heooks, and learn War no more. And that there 
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anding the dreadful State of the World 


's Way to promile, 
and make his People wait; bat he was never known io 


— nn ready to think, God had quite forgot his 


A ev es mr ec | 


ſhould le nothing to burt nor offend ; the Knowledge * 
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= Bey tbe Earth as obe Waters ds the Sear, Je. c. 
i ec any pofible Way to anſwer their Objection, 

dup, Theie Things are Qtill to be aceomplilhed. 
_ Meh che? 2 in all that Goa v, 
are pai in propketic Deſcriprions, 
| a. al. of ali poſſible Plans, 
may at laſt actually prove to be the beſt, in all Reipe&s 
the beſt. Moſt for God's Glory, and moſt for the Good 
Inns too. Yea, fo far as we are able io fee, it 

i moſt be the Caſe. 

ater of th Joy, that all the Affairs of 
r It is an 
belongs to God, to govern the World which 
; to govern his own World; to lay out and 
order the Affairs of his own Family.—We think we have 
i lay oat Schemes for our own Families, and 
it all if our Children or Servants ſhould diſ- 
| our Right, Sovereign Monarchs, in Time of War, 
ehink de) have a Kight to lay out = Plan of Operat ion 
paign, and would take it ill if their 

Right ſhould be dil by a private Sol dier. Much 
more has God a Right to lay out a univerſal Plan, for the 
Conduct of all Things in a World to which he has an 
original, anderived, abſolute Right; nor can he look 
upon the Worm that dares diſpue his Right, but with 
infigite Contempt and Deteſtation. And. O what 
Matter of infinite Joy it is, that he has taken this Work 
himſelf! Not left Things to the Devil's Controul, 
nor to be decided by the Lutts of an apollate World, nor 
left all Things to mere Chance; but himſelf in infinite 
Wiſdom has laid out a univerſal Plan, a Plan in 
Glory No Mortal, that loves his Plan, 
will think of diſputing his Right to lay it. And no 
Mortal, chat loves God bimſc:r, * loves his Law, and 
loves his Goſpel; can be an Enemy to his univerſa! Plan. 
.* n and ſhine for ch 
| of Beauty, Hoy, Juſ and Geod. 
© ye Seed of Jacob, * is ſafe, and Benjamin is 
: The Honour of God is ſafe, and the Good of the 
dem is ſafe ; all is in good Har ds, and under the Con- 
| of infinite Wiſdom. For the Geet of — Lord 
2 and, and be will de all bis Plea (ifa. xlvi. 10.) 
| 4 your Hearts at 2 
| the World and of de Church look ever fo dark, you may 
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11 the Permiſſion of 8. ;* ©. _ 
| fafely tri in the Lord, and flay yourſehues agon lat 
who is engaged in Honour to condutt aff 
his 'GxtaT Naut's Sat, he will not Fail a0; 
(See Exzet. xx.) You, therefore, may with the 
Serenity leave the Government of the World 
aud put an implicit Faith in his Wiidom and Fi 
| Have nothing to do, but your ing 
atten upon the Byſineſs he has marked out for 
Like a faithful Soldier in au Army, who truſts his General 
to conduct Affairs, while he devotes him elf to mind 
Buſineſs he is ſet abou:: And the more he rejniceth i 
Wiſdom of his General, the more alert will he be i 
_ Charging the Duties of a Soldier. Wherefore, Reject i 
the Lord always. Again I Jay, Rejoice Let 
your firſt Maxim, The Lord rei e And this your 
PraQtice, Let the Earth rj vice. al. xcvii. 1. 

Bot it muſt be with an ” holy — With ſuch a Joy as 
reſults from a ſupieme Love to God, and Hatred of Sin, 
as an infinite Evil, With ſach a Joy as St. Paul deſcribes, 
r Cor. xiii. 5. Charity rgeicerh not in In:quity, but in the 
Trath. For no other Joy will anſwer to the Nature of 
God's us iverſal Plan, which is al: ſuĩted to exalt the 
Deity, and ſet Sin in an infinitely — Point of Light, 
and to cauſe Trutb and Right univerſally to take Place. 


There are ſome who ſay they are Jews, and are not, 
ſay, they ru ia 
the Lord, white " the five Thank the Name of God is 
ungodly Lives. 


but are of the Synagogue of Satan ; who 


Blaſpbemed through their unrighteous and 
So once there was a mixt Multitude came out of E 


and oined in the general Joy at the Side of the Red Sea, 


merely from ſelſih Views; but the Lord knew how to 


try them; and their Joy ere long was turned to Murmur- 


ing. For their [Hearts were not right with God: Aud 
their Carcaſ s fe!] in the Wilderneſs. 

O ye Seed of Jacob, Trials, many Trials are yet to be 
expected, dark and gl.omy Days, while the dawning 
Light of the glorious — comes gradually on. Get 
ready therefore for Trials. Be willing, that all Fg 
Should be brought low, and that the Lord atone ſhould be 
exalted. (1a. ii. 17.) Seek Meekneſi, ye Meck of the Earth, 
for it may be, ye may be bid in the Day of the Lord's Anger. 
(Zeph. ii. 3.) For, Lebold, the Day 
2 an Owen, and all the Proud, yea, all that Pages 
Hall be Stable, eee 
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Knowledge - 
. (Dan. Xii. 4.) Many fball be purificd and + 
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ib he Lord of nf, that it ſhall leave neither Root 
bes; But ume you that fear my Name, fball the 
. 1, 2.) Many fball run to and fro, and 


made white, and tried : But the Wicked foall do wickedly : 


.” - Jud none of the Wicked fball underſtand, but the Wi N 
N the Wije foall 


(Ver. 10.) Bleſſed is that Man who ſhall 


_ evercome all Trials, and be true to the Mcfliah's Intereſt 


Changes, for be ſhall fand in bis Lot at the 


| Dependence on 
the inward Source of conſtant Watchfulneſs and Prayer, 
zerfetly becomes us, and are exaQly ſuited to the State of 
taps in the intellectual Syſtem. Satan, a glorious Arch- 


'A fell—Ad-m, the Father of the human Race, fell 
all Mankind now in a fallen State—the Powers of Dark- 


nels determined on our Ruin. No Room, therefore, is left 
for Pride, Self-Confidence, Self-Dependence. Hell is our 
P Due; and free Grace through jeſus Chriſt, our only 

ope. Snares and Dangers are all around us. Hatch and 
Pray, therefore, that ye enter not into Temptation. | 
_ God is the only Being by Nature immu:ably Good. 
Were we innoceut, we might poſſibly fall; and God would 


de unobliged to hold us up. Now we are Sinners, now we 
are already fallen Creatures, there is no Hupe in our Cafe, 


but we ſhall totally and finally fall if left to ourſelves, and 
as certainly periſh as we now exilt. And whither ſhall we 
Jook for Help? but to the only immutable Being. And 
how but through the Merits and Mediation of Chrift ? 


being infinitely unworthy that God ſhould hold us up. 


And yet our eternal Intereſt lies all at Stake. 
« O rTrov FaTasR of our Spirits, amidſt ten Thou- 
1% fand Dangers, apoſtate, ſelf- ruined, ſelſ - deſtroyed, 


<< helpleſs, Hell our Due, we lock to Thee! O help us! 
| hold as ap! O keep us by thy Power, through Faith 
< unto Salvation; to the Glory of thy free Grace through | 


20 
«* Jeſus Chri Amen.” 


_ » Now 20 bi loved us and gave bmiſelf for us; to bim 
„ Glory, Howcar, — 1 Aux. 
' =». pe ; I d 8. 
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